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; To the 

l Much Honored 

Sr. COPLESTON BAMPFIELD 
_ High Sheriff 

q ' for the County of Devon, 


ckreened my (elf 
7 +44 from the imputation- 
| Corey. Overvaluing this 
| | Paper, if | had thought it had 
} mericed your 'Acceptance, 

}\\ much leſs your Patronage : 
| 


+ 
il 5 ] & known how to have 
> 


for, in reference to the latter, 

” aslefteem cuſtome no ſaffici- 
4 ent Warranty, for mens mak- 
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The Epiſtle 


ing the Portal a guard and | 
defence to the City, judging ' 


themſelves ſufficiently ſecured 
ſrom thoſe affailes ro which 


they are otherwiſe liable and. 


expoſed, by placeing ſome 
Name of Repute inthe Entry; 


ſo I could not but account it, 


as highly above the infirmz. 
ties as the bulk of this pamphlet, 
to deſerve the Paſport of your 
Name ftanding in the Front, 


to indace the world (which is ' 
that I defigne in this Dedica- | 


tion) to be at leaft Czv1il to it; 
And in reference to the for- 
mer, could theſe Lines change 
their hue and put on Red,they 
would but in- type repreſent 


that Conſciouſneſs of many : 
imperfetions which Guilt | 
hath made /egible in the Aus * 


thors 


" DEDICATORY. © 


: © thors Countenance: So that 
/ waving all plea of Title by 


deſert, to your acceptance as 
well as Prote&ion, muſt caft 
my {ef entirely upon your 


; Pardon; which I preſume I 
{ ſhall not be long in ſuing out 


having anticipated the ſe- 


: vereft Award any other 


Judge can paſs, by a more 


| rigid Cenſure of my own, 
| which 1 hope will procure fa- 
' your for him, whio is 


Much Homored Sir, 


— 


Oxon. Ang.2, 
. Ann0-1661, 


Tours truly devg= 
ted in all Chris 
ſftian obſervance. 


Ta- 


To the 
Chriſtian Reader.. 


Reader, 


F 7 5: the happy. advantage of 
{our Contemplative Life above | 
all others, that we can never | 


#14 the leiſure to be truely and 
entirely 1ale; and when we have 
a Writ df Faſe given us from 
more erdinary and neceſſary 0c « 
cafions, even in our relaxations 
and remiſſions, the Mind inured 
to ſpeculation will find out ſome 
matter or other. to work on, and 
ufie its ſelf adout ; and it can 
es little be wholy repoſed from 
that aivity and motion, as 
the Sea from agitating and 
- moving its ſelf, or the eye while 
open from ſeeing. This ſmall 


ColleFion of Thoughts which 


Wrou art here preſented with, 
bath 


*; 
*1 
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bo 
: 


is 


The-Epiftle To the Reader. © 
b:h bin ihe iſſue of my improves 
wear of that advantage (Loſs of 
7 ime 1# its ſ malejt | parcels, bee 
ing that which I have alwnies 
f {| deſired to reckgn in. the heavieſt 
e | Item of thoſe things 1 am ac= 
r 
' 


countable for to my Diſcretion) 
1 \ being only the produd of my re= 
2 | tirement home into mine cwy4 
p. | boſome, in thoſe interva(s;&r res 
« | ſpites which have been afforded 
's | me from other Litterary. Em- 
4 | plyments, quibus in occupati- 
e | onis exiliam miſſus ſam 4 
(which conſider ation. will alſs 
1 furniſh me with au Apology for 
that Inequality of fliyle which. 
| the more. judicious. reader may. 
{ obſerve the various parts. of this 
Abortive to be formed with) & 
1 | TI confeſs ſcarce. any thoughts 
h- | did ever with ſo great a reliſh 
2, | ſteal my time and mind away as. 
h 0 OL thoſe 
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thoſe which I have thus expen= | 


*Aed. My papers woul1 eafily have | 
aff:rded to have (weld the 


fize, but I would not preſume to [- 


entrexch farther pon ihee till | 
thy candour towards this were | 
ſecured. 

As IT juge it vainly imprus | 


dent to have recourſe to thoſe- | 
known and uſual pretences of | 
preventing falſe Copies, impor=- | 
tunity of Friends, caſting in | 
theirViddow's mite &c.ſo come | 
monly ſerved wp as excuſes, | 
and Vouchees wf Publicattca | 
( though I might perchance | 
aſe ſome of them with more | 
gronnds then ſome, who inte | 
poſe upon the Vulgar by. ſet» |, 
ring up their cry at greateſt 

diftance from their Neſt, like- 

Lapwirgs) So likewiſe I deem | 
at tedionſly formal to make * 
Des 
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| againſt the Gritick and the cen» 


| ders that makg it their buſineſs 
| like Flies to ſeek out and tick, 


> 


{ zar, where the hand only was: 


| 


"To the Reader: 


Defenſatives & enter cantions 


ſurer (the Zoilus and Momus: ) 
Although , as they are-wont to 
rub Hives with bitter berbs to- 
defend them 'ſrom venomous 
creatures, ſo I could wiſh Thad 
an. Antidote againſi ſome Rea- 


upon ſore places only ; or which 
is worſe, like Spiders, to gather: 
and by an innate virulency con= 
cod into poyſon that, which of it 
ſelf was of an innoxious natures. 
H owever, while I lye poſt fipa- 
rium , and my writing is like 
that upon the wall to Beltſha- 


ſeen not whoſe it was , my. Cur « 
taine will be inftead of a Shield 
as well as @ vaile, 

As for this manner of writes 


ing 
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'* Gavee Sn 1 
Eexnviis, * as it were upon the 


ing ſome have thought it as. ads 


vamagious to publicke improves 


ment as any; baving obſerved 
that it hath been the unhappy 


fate of Polemical and Contro- -; 


wverjal bookes rather to enlarge 
and widen then cloſe differences, 
inſomuch that their uſefulneſs 


otherwiſe doth ſeldome counter= | 


vile and expiate for their diſ- 


advantage this way: and for 


Dorinal writings their nu- 
meronſneſs doth rather oppreſs 


theu benefit, rather ſatiate then | 


fatisfie the Reader ; and I have 
ſometimes thought the caſe to be 


much the ſame here, as it hath | 


been obſerved concerning being 


verſed in Books of Hiftory that | 


t makes men wiſer then thoſe 
of Policy, as furniſhing us with 
tances as well as Rules, and 


Stage 
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" TotheReader.. 


| dreſſing up and per ſonating the 


Precept ſo, as that our  mindes 
ſhall bave a more full and ad- 
wantagious proſpe of it. 

T doubt I am juſtly jealous 
in fearing it 'a ſelf- flattery to 
think bere may be that variety 
which may not be wholy without 
profit : That Divine whoſe aim 


| 7s only to pleaſe zever pleaſed 


mezand yet withal I ever judg- 
ed it impoſſible for a man #0 pros 
fit that pleaſed not, If wax may 
be here hiv'd up as well as Ho» 
ny, yet both may be ſome way 
uſeful. Where the grounds from 
which I bave made my ftartes 


| do not afford ſuch plenty of be= 
1 #eficial thoughts (which is to be 


imputed to the poverty of that 
treaſure of which the Author 
#5 owner) get there perchance 


what is diſcourſed may admi= 


niſter 
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The Fpiftle &c. - 
 niſterithe happy occaſion of bet* | 
'xer thoughts in others : ' aud the | 
"Honey which drops from the | 

dryeft of theſe leaves may mot 
be wholy unimproveable. . | 

T had once thought to have | 
marſhalldd and rang'd the | 
things according to their na- | 
ture under their diftinG Titles, | 
But upon ſecond thoughts I wa- | 
wed this piece of Heravidry, as | 
deeming it needleſs with ſuch } 
curious and nice Ceremony to 
ſeat every thing in its proper 
place, Farewell. | 
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= IJERE'sa ve 
| Ty little Viper at. 
Amycle  ( faith 
Slinks ) _ which 

| «. 1s, diſregarded 

| for. irs Gnalneſs, but hurts the 

| more eaſily becauſe ſlighred. 

| And they ſay of Witches that 
B they 
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they beg. and are, pleas'd with 
ſmall chings to be given them; 
bur they chereby proctre 4 
power to work-what miſchiefe 
they pleaſe. on the Donors. 
The -Devill ' comes often a 
pleading for ſome ſinnes /#b 
forma pauperis, 1s.it not a little 
one ?,and being liſtned co , he 
canimprovethe ſcaalleſt gr4ue 
to his. great advantage in our 
horc and diſcomfort. As be 
repreſented it to Eve, 'twas 
bur z7aſting an Apple ; which 
prov'd the ruine of mankind, 
Therefore when he. ſhooteth 


-this Shaft , let us take it up 
| and retort iron bimlelf again: 


if he make the” ſmalneſte of 
the thing # confidertion"to 
tempt us co a (compliance, Jet | 
us make ule of it to facilitate 
| our 


The Spiritual Bee. 


our refiſtance, if it be ſmall to 
yield to, it is little to-reſiſt , 
and tis eaſieſt to deny Saran 
tn the ſmalleſt things, whom 
we muſt not gratifie in any. So. 
long as'we ſhew no kinaneſſe - 
to him he can never hurt us ; 
Burt if we give him the leaſt 
corner of our ſoules but to ſos 
Journ in, he will ſoon /izrer a 
whole he11;; brood of ſins in a 
{mall roome, and by an in- 
creaſed torce , ger an abſoſute . 
rule. 1fhe have eafie admit- 


| * ranceatthe ſmaleſt paſſe, Gad, 


behold a Troop comes, as the 
whole power of an Army may 
fall in upon a City at 4 narrow 
breach .|A lictle-ſparke may be 
ſo fewel'd and mannaged as to 
| ſet on firea whole Town. *Tis 
therefore an excellent ſaying 

me * ot 


The Spiritual Bee. 


of the lon of Syrack , he that 
deſpiſeth little things , ſhall pe» 
rſh by luttle and litle. Let me 
cruſh the Cockatrice in the 
Egse, that 1 feel not the mor- 
tall ſtinges of the Serpent 
when engendred ; and ſtran- 
gle fin in 1ts Infancy, that the. 
firſt breath it rakes may. be 
likewiſe the /aft , and it may 
expire in the firſt mations: thar 
though it be conceived, yet it 
may prove abortive. Happy 
ſhall he be,O dawghtey of Baby- 
ton;thit thus taketh thy chil- 
dren while young, and daſheth 
them againſt the ſtones before 
they are arrived to a more a- 
dult and: unreſiſtable growth. 


IL 


Have ſometimes ſeen a 
blazing 
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blazing Comet much outſhin- 
ing other Starres, and aftrat- 
10g the eyes of men to behold 
it with wonder ;.which yet by 
its decay, and vaniſhing, a 
while after hath appeared to 
have had no true place among 
the Starres ,. but in the lowec 
Regions; to have been- no« 
thing elſe but a ſlimy Aete= 
0, and notwithſtanding its 
glaring luſtre, ſecretly to have 
ſent forth vapours of a virue 
lent and malignart mature. 
How many 1n our dayes have 
been ſeen and g3z'd on with 
admiration, who have ſhined 
with glorious beams, which 
yet by their fa/ have at length 
diſcover'd themſelves to bave 
been Exhalations , only gaild- 
ed with rays,and counterfieting 

B Z Star res; 
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Starres by an exceeding ſplen- | 


dour (for often doth the Hy- 
pocrite outgoe the Saint in 
Appearance, as much as he 
comes ſhort of him in Realie 
ty) Many have had a ſhining 


zeal in thoſe exerciſes of 


Religion that lye opex to the 
view, and -ſo have gotten and 
kept up an high eſteeme and 
creait, but not 1rading on a [0- 
fid ft:c, but taking up their 
Saintſhips all pz iraft, no 
wonder they prove Bankrupts 
at laſt, The fooliſh Virgins 
made a great 6/aze with their 
Lamps, which yet by their 
going out appeared to want 
Oyle. Theſe Falling-ſtarres 


ſhall never ſhine in the Fir- 


mament of Heaven. Let all 
therefore try & aſſure tothem 
ſelves 
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ſelves the fixednſſe. of their 
ſtation, the conffency. ef their 
ſubſtance ; and making juſt al. 
loawances tor that aſciritions 
and impoſturous Light, which 
Intereſt, Profit , wordly cre- 
dit and advantage,ſlaviſh fear 
of - God ,--may 'have” weſted 
them'with, examine: what re- 
'main's of 'what' is true and 
firmly grounded. Let me ne» 


ver deceive my ſelf or others 


with a falſe - Light: I had ra- 
ther be a 2-/.e Farre ,' though 
the ſmalleſt, and ſhining une 
diſcern'd (as the Stars inthe 
Ailky-way , which cannot 
be: ſeen wirhout..a Galilzo's 
T«b:) then be'the molt glori- 
#4 Comet. Lord , though a 
ſpiritual Falleng.fickneſſe may | 
calt me-into,a, ſwounc for a | 

BI, time 
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ſeize on my v3tals. 
| J Uſ/tinianthe Emperour hay- 
ing had his Noſe cut off 
by his Enemies , when he was 
their priſoner and afterward 
| recovering his liberty and his 
| Empire , when ever the wipe 
ing off the filth from it, put 
| bim'in remembrance of the 
injury, he cauſed (lillone of 
His efrivies to: »be  bronghe 
| b:fore him, and put to death. 
! A holy Revenge would well be 
thus exerciſed againſt Satan , 
wheriever the working of our 
cerruption + remindes - us © of 
| - that curſed depravationofonr 
| Natures which that Arch-E 
| nemy.of our ſalvation was the 
| Jfh Author 


time, yet let it never mortall) 
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Author of, to {lay a Luſt and 
make it fall a ſacrifice to the 


zeal of our indignation,if there 


be any Agag or Ruling one, 
let not oxr eye ſpare bim , but 
bring bim forth and hew him 
71 pieces. This will be, by a 
ſpiricuall Chym:ry to extract 
an Antidote. out of the Viper , 
co make a ſoveraigne Treacle 
of the Scorpions own fleſh; to 
pave our way to heaven with 
the ſcul's of our Enimies.: 1na 
ſenſe, by a huly gnileto make 


Satan ca$F out Satan: 'toturn 


an overthrow 1nto a viftory , 
and raiſe a Trophre out of our 
rKines , to riſe by our falling, 
As Peter, could then perfeRtly 


"conquer his ſelf-confidence 


when he remembred the ſad 
Rory of his foul fall in the 
3 _ 
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Prieſts hal); and could give a 
more humble and modeſt an-. 
{wer when Chriſt asked him, 
loveft thow me mire then theſe ? 
Thus St Paxl, when be found 
Satan knocking for entrance , 
fell a bf/ering himſelf. 


IV. 


Inding my friend in a paf- 
ſion of anger, 1 gave hima 

- *check, and endeavoured by 
ſome motives to reduce bim 
to moderation ; but I percei- 
ved he was the more incenſ'd 
-andrhat after the attempts I 
made to lake and lay his heat, 
it was become greater then 
: before. Paſlion is deaf to all 
advice but what may ſeem to 
encourage it z this Wild Fire 
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makes that its Fewe/ , which 


| . was intended to guerchitzand 


turn's: that- into: foog , which 
was deſign'd tor Remedy. Wan 
ter caſt on the Smith's forge 
doth the more enflame it, and 
makes.it burn the fiercer : a 
Torrent is ſo farre from being 
reltrained by. what ,1s. ſet to 
ſtop ir, that ic ſwels the bigh- 
er and ſpreads the farther, 
pontem ind'ignatur, To.enounr 
ter a man in the -boifterogſs.([e 
of his paſſion,,-is ro enter the 
combat with ſuch creatures as 


. St Paul fought with at Ephe- 


ſw, \to caſt; reines on. the 
waves of the Sea: when it ras 
geth: and to uſe-rarional enr 
deavours, is to call a Souldier 
to Councel in the heat and 
fury of a battel, The method 
Y- - —» —_ 
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therefore both moſt kindly 


and molt effeRtual is, ro' give 
place'to wrath while the reni- 
peſt rageth -- nor ro apply our 
ſelves to the care 'of ir in its 
Parcxyſme, not at too great a 
diſadvantage to meet-1t-with 
reaſen and councel' when it 
comes forth armed with fary, 
and heoded with blindneſſe: 


; when the Fire hath gor a ſull 


conquelt,and the flame is out. 
ragious,we feek nor toquench 
Tr with water,and ſo: ſave the 
Houſe, but by pulling down the 
next, make the want of fewel 
diminiſh the flame.- The vio- 
lence of Anger is-beſt &ro0ker 
by giving way, and: yielding 
tO it,” (as a Flint 1s eaſieſt bro= 
ken on a Cuſhion) and time 
is the beſt L:nitive to mollify 


| 


| 
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T T bath been obſer'd,_thae 
thoſe who have the Jongeſt 
freedom from diſcaſes & lealt 
infeſted with their aſſaults, do 
molt bardly eſcape when.a di- 
ſeaſe once takes hold of them, 
Nature being eaſieſt ſubdued 
where it hath been gaichs+ + 
ned by eercile and oppoſiti- 
on :” and hence it is that Feas 
vours are generally more per- 
:tiozs here in England then 
other -where in places about 
us, becauſe that diſeaſe is leſle 
familiar to our natures, then 
toi thoſe in. our neighbour 
countries. 
Temptations uſually are 
moſt dangerous where leaſt 
 freqyent 


The $ piritual Bee 


frequent, and their aſſaults 
molt effefual. on thoſe who 
bave ſeldomeſt experimented 
them: they are then moſt to 
be feared when their power is 
increaſed by a ſtrengh gathe- 
red from long diſcontinuance, 
and.che edpe'of oar reſiſtance 
rebated by along r:ftiveneſſe : 
when our ſhield is laid by, 
and mzy have contracted r,/#, 
then thoſe fiery darts are with 
moſt difficulty repell'd; when 
our "Bow '15. znbent , 'andour 
hand in our boſome,no wonder 
if our diſadvantage -be great 
in the enemys: onſet.. Hence 
Satan. hath this Stratagema- 
mongſt others, not tobe. fre» 
quent in his aſſaults: there, 
where former Alarmes have 
Excited to Care and vigilancy, 
- 7-2: 000 
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and fet continual watch and 
ward: but to attempt entrance 
rather , where a long quiet 
hath bred ſecurity, andlcſſens 
ed the power of Defence: 
where he beſtowes his viſits 
ſeldomeſt he is leaſt fear'd, 
and conſequently leaſt provis 


ded againſt, Let me not think 


my ſelf ſecure from thoſe 
temptations with which 1 
have been little exerciſed, leaſt 


1 find my ſelf moſt oyerpows 


red there where 1 leaſt ſuſpee 
Red Affault,and addeto thoſe 
Advantages , of. which Satan 
bath otherwife too many over 
me, that of mine own Secy= 
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Tal. 
Exer. 


| adv, take yith Anſock: {Or being 
| Card,.charm*d with the ſweet ſoun- 
217. ding of it in his eares, he 
ſuffers his feet the while to 

| be ferter'd; and fo his death is 
the Afinftrils pay : And the 
folly of che Larke is pitri'd by 

us, which while it-/playeth 
'with the Feather an ſtouperh 

| 'to the Glaſſe, is canghc in the 
| Fowlers net. ' There's a ſpiri. 
| - tual- Charmer - which by the 


ments of the world , caſts us 
into ſecurity, and then we are 
with eaſe enchain'd in his 
ſhackels: a Syren that fings 
us 


Read of an African braft, 
called theDab#h,wbichthey 


pleaſing delights. and. allure. - 
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F us to death. 1his is that , 


 J which bath by ſweer and fofe 
J conqueſt enervated the Sarp- 


* 2X we mr vv WWF wW Www Tr 5 WW ©, wWw_ 


j1 ſons, overcome the Davias, 


ſubdued the Solomons; that 


j| 40 whoſe triumphs have been - 


led the moſt retolved and ge- 


[ nerous ſpirits, the ſtouteſt and 
| ableſt Champions, Do thou 


\ (with the wiſe Grecian ) ſtop 
4 thine ear to the Muſick of 


Pleaſure , ſor it is Magick, 
truſt not her flatteries, O wy 
ſoul , for her k;ſſes are but to 


4 betray thee, & there are /narcs 


| in ber ſmiles. when ſhe faws7, 


;# on thee & windeth aboat thee, 


"| caſt of the Viper, in the end 


ſhe will bite as a Serpint: to 


{ li her ſweetneſſe is Mor- 
# tall, for ſheis the bigh:way 
ij to Death, & ifthou affeR ber 


thy 
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thy face is ſet towards Hell,and / 
thou arc inthe road thither, 
Lord, if Iam at any time al- / 
Jur'd into Satans nets; and his | 
bolts are caſt over:me,do thou 
- knock off my chains, and looſe 
my bands ( as thou didſt to 
Paul and Silas;) break the gins 
and” deliver me, that my ſoul 
4) eſcape as'a bird out of the 
ſnare of the Fowler. 


Vil. 


Lexander rhe Great was | 
| wont to lay of Homer's | 
HeroickPoem, that,it ought to 
be ſung only. toa warlike nati. 
on, & at the noiſe of a Trum- 
per, not-when it ſounds a Re- 
treat, but when it calls to the 
Battel : For it is not for mean 
ſpirits 
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] ſpirits to reſent motions of 


Cenerolity at the 7ccounting 
of affairs which have no lcſle 
Difficulty in the Conduct 
then Beauty in the. Diſcripti» 
on. VYhart he ſaid of that ad» 
mired Poem, may with more 
aptneſs be apply'd to theGoſe 
pel of Chriſt ; Txb# ' Ghrin 
fti- Evangeliam, it proclaims 
a warre, ſoundsan Alarme ; 
and calles us to the Campe ; 
to make every place a pitch'd» 


held , every Gay a day 0i Bat. 


tel againſt thoſe many and in- 
ceſſant aſſavits, both trom #1+ 


| tiftize and frrraigne force. And 
v/ho bur thoſe that are inſpi- 


red with a heavenly courage ; 
can bear the Thunder of that 
ſound , that calleth them, to 


tove them that hated them ; to 


ace 


wn 


——— 
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do good to them that Perſe- +. 
cxterhem, to taxe up a hea- | 
vy croſle, and follow Chrilt | 
naked to glory in reproach , to | 
hateFather and Mother , and 
(which comes to the 9uick) 
Their life alſo to be Chriſts 
Diſciples. How many refuſe 


to take up the weapons and || 


Enter the Liſts,” and cry theſe 


are bard ſayings, who can ||. 
bear them? And thoſe who I: 
engage in the encounter, when } 
they find the greateſt enemy } 


they are to Combat with his 
Self, many throw; down their 
arnies , and fall to careſle and 


embrace that which they l 


ſhould Dac/l with. 


VIII. 
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VIII. 


He Deepeſt Waters move 

moſt ſi/enrly & undiſcerna- 
bly; and the Spheres bave the 
{wifteſt motion,yet move with. 
out noiſe-The Starres, though 
| vaſt and glorious bodyes, yet 
_ diſtance makes them ſeem 
} very ſmall; and many Stars as 
in the Galaxie , ſhine unſeen : 
{1 The Moon when. that ſide 
{ towards the Earth is darkned, 
J towards heaven ſhines bright. 
j if in ſome mens conyerſa- 
tion I ſeem to diſcern little, 
{ or noſplendour, let me not de 
too raſhly forward in my cen. 
ſures of their eſtare; it may 
x be I do not approach near 


| enough to them; perchance 
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ony ir heavenly Father may ſee 
that in ſecret which doth not 
diſcover it ſelf openly ; he may 


have &  bright-ſide heaven- | 
ward, though toward Earch | 
he ſeem wholy Eclipſd : Per- 
chance he hath ſo much more 
of the Pablicanin him, then 
of the Phariſce , as to think it 
a 700d work, t9 conceal his good' Ft 
workes; and therefore is ſo { - 
farre from making his pray- þ$ 

ers in the open ſtreets, to be 

ſeen of men,that he hinks his F 
Cloſer ſcarce private enough | 
when the door is ſhut: and | 
{o farre from proclaiming his 


Alms-giving- by ſound of þ as 


Trampet, that'he will 'not lee | 
his left hand know , wtat his | 
ri7ht doth, whea it diſpenſerh 8 
them : The Flax may bave |} 


IE 
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{fire in it chough it be bur 
A/moaking , and doe not break. 
Jour intoa flame. As moſt men 

1] do. ſeem better then "they arc in 

| Brrath',, o fome are better then 
 Yrbey ſeem to be. Thad rather 
 F be good and not ſeem ſo,then 
ſeem g00d, and-not be ſo: For 

| the Publican went: home ra- 
ther juſtified then: the: Pha-: 

$ 7ſee. ! | | 


" IX> 
He unjuſt Steward in the -**£ 
{ 1 Goſpel, baving waſted his '* 

Maſters. goods , and by: high 
| dieting bis own Lults brought 
J a-plentifull:eltate: vo a Guns 
{| /urpriv;; and;beingthereup. 
| On accuſed and diſcharg'd his 
| Stewargſhip , caſteth. about 
; = with 
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with himſelt what to doe, and 
findeth he was reduced to a 
Sreat Cxtremity., wot knowing 


how to digge ,, and .tobeg he was 


aham'd;, get a ſuſtenance out 
of the- {wear of his brow he 


cold not, and turn beggar to | 


crave it be-would not, Lord, 
when 1 enter into, a ſerious 


revievv vvich my ſelf.and caſt. | 


up my accounts, -I find the 


endovyments , gifts and ad-_ 
vantages, the goods thou haſt | 


entruſted me vvith, to bave 


been very-carekſly Steyvar= | 
ded by me, & I have forfeiced / 
the benefits both of them and 


of thy ſervice: Digge 1 cannet, 
I krioyy not hovv-to earn a re» 


yverd of :glory by my: ovvn_ | 


righteouſneſſe ; but 7 ans nor 
aſhamed to begge ,, my ſpirit 
| a” 


f 
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{ is nor fo ſtiff and incompli- 
7 ant, but chat I can come once 
] & again to beg relief at thine 
| hands for Chrigts ſake ; yea, | 
+ } amnotaſhamed to be a daily 


- Þ beggar at this door; for I 

> {| know, the more importunate 

| 1 am in carving, the more T 
> 1 bountiful thou wilt bee in 

; LVINgs 

C | giving 2 
| 4 

= He Book which St, Fobz 

>. | eat, while in his mourh 

= ' was ſweer and pleaſant. but in 

| 1 his belly became bitter: & we 

d | read of waters in Miletum and 

>» { elſewhere,freth at the top and 

» | bitter at the bottom ; and of 


n | a Lake in Phrygia, whoſe wa- 
t | ter makes thoſe that drink it 
IT | C ſtrangely 


f 
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ſtrangely jocund and full of } 


Lavghcer, bur ſuch, as it ends | 


in their death : The Bee hath 


hony in the mouth, but a ſting } 
io the tail While wee are | 


pleaſing our ſelves in carnal 
contents, and rowling a ſweet 
morſel in our mouths, we 
ſhould do well to confider 
whether it will not be bitter- 
neſs in the end; there is noe | 
earthly pleaſure which hath 
nat the inſeparableattendance | 
of Grief, and that following. 


it as cloſely, as Facob came | 
after Eſau, holding it by the | a 


heel; Yea, worldly delight is | 
but a ſhadow, and when we 
catch after it, all that we | 
graſp is ſubſtantzal ſorrow in ! 


i 
{ 


| 
. 
c 
. 
{ 
E 
[ 


its root. The hony ſhould | 


{not be very delightful, when 
| the 4 
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the ſting is ſo near; better 
| want it, then feel the (mart 
and venom that attendeth ir. 
A nail in the Temples may 


| be the Extertainment, where 


Fair ſpeech was the Uſher,and 
batter in a lordly diſh the firſt 
courſe to make wayfor it. Theſe 
Gnats that make a pleaſing 
ſound awhile,flying about our 
6a18,wll bite us ere they parc, 
Let me reft on nothing that 


hath not a real and unmixed 
pleaſure in it, and then I ſhall 


ne | find I muſt leave this World, 
he | and take a higher flight ; here 


is |is no ſuch thing for me to 


reſt the ſole of my foot on, 


1 all things have both the ſalt- 
] eſs and turbulency of the Sex 


1d {in them. I will not bid adieu 


en 


[to innocent delight, bat nei- 
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ther ſhall it have any thing of 
my heart 3 If 1 unwarily preſs 
too much on Roſes in the pul- 


ling, the prickles may run in- | 


to my fingers. 1 will honeſtly 
enjoy my delights, but not 
purchaſe them at fo dear a 
Tate as my- own- danger and 
hazard. That mortal laughter 
and dancing which 'the bite 
of the Tarantula cauſeth, is 


only cured by Muſick : The | 
beſt remedy againſt the Mad- 
neſs of Laughter, is the voice | js 


= 
4 


| 
Y 
* 


of that wiſe Charmer;God can || 


cure and retrench the exorbi- | 
tances and profuſeneſs of our | 


ſpirits in worldly delights, 
Xl. 
Et-us contemplate Prayer 


in its journey beiween 
Earth 


dl 
4+ 


;Q0 
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7] Earth & Heaven (as Facob did 
3 | the Angels aſcending and de- 
- | ſcending:) lt afcendeth light- 
=- | ly mounted on the wings of 
y | Faith, but it comes ever laden 
t | down again upon our heads ; 
a | it goeth un, it may be, in a 
d | ſhower of tears, and deſcend: 
r ]ethina ſhower of bleſſings : 
& | it is wafied into Heaven with 
IS | groans(for theſe have a force 
& | to opea Heaven gates , and 
= | that Prayer flies ſwiftly that 
© | is carryed on the wings of a 
1 Groan ) 2nd thoſe Signs re- 
1 rarn again laden with Com= 
q forcs(like the Southern winds 
Jin Agypt, whole Wings are 
} charged with the ſweet O« 

; dours of Synices.)) They goe 
r | out weeping, but never come 
n. C23 Weepe 


Atv 
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weeping back, for where the * 


Spring and Sced-time is wet, 


the Harveft is clear and joy- | 
ful, They that ſow in tears, reap | 


in Joy, 
_ X. 


Have ſometimes wondred 
L & almoſt judgedit another 


Miracle, that Balzzm was no! 


Ry, pany fm cw ce __ 


more appalled and amazed at| * 


that moſt ſtrange vncouth Mis : 


racle, to hear a voice come 


from that mouth which was! 


wont only to Bray, and to ſee 
himſelf ont- reaſoned by that 
which was remarkable forno- 


| thing ſo much as its ſtopidi- 


ty and duſneſs {(almoftt as 


though he and his- Beaft had 


&x&changed natures :) that his 


knees] 


SR 
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e | knees did noc tremble , and 


t, 


> 
er 


; | 
FE 


| heart become like a ſtone,nor 


7- | did he ſo much as alight off 
1 


for it : but as though no 
ſtrange thing had fallen our, 
he giveth the Beaſt a wrath- 
ful anſwer, without any Sym- 
ptome of wonder. Although 
perchance being a Sorcerer, he 
might benot wholy a ſtranger 
ro converſes not much diffe- 


ar| rent from this, which might 


A 
e | 
At- * 


make it (eem leſs uncouth ; 
yet I rather think, that the 


| tranſport of Madneſs which 


ſo poſſefſed this Prophet, and 


| the covetouſneſs which bliad- 
| cd his eyes, left no room or 


capacity to refle& on the 


| unnaturalneſs of the acci- 


dent. And then ſee how ſenſe- 
leſs and tupid Luſt and Paſ< 
C 4 fon: 
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fion make us. Many are ſo 


eager in the purfuit of their: 


carnal defires, ſo wholly poſ- 
ſefſed with Contrivances to 
compaſs, and Hopes to at= 
tain their fatisfaRtion , that 
they regard not any providen- 
ces, though rever ſo ſtrange 
and remarkable,that enterfear 
& croſs ihem in their courſe : 
though God meet them in 
the way with a drawn ſword, 
though he peak from heaven 
ina yolce of Thunder againſt 
them, they are uot aftonyed 
or apalled : they may ftorm 
and rage at the impediments 
that traverſe their unlawf4l 
Dirtults y and at the blocks 
which are Jaid in their way, 
bur they take nonotice of the 
Hand of Providence which 
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| miraculous 
wrote Belihaz zars Doom on 
the Wall, 


| 
| 


| þ Þ > 7 © 
FE read in Gellzzs of a 


forch to a muſter, with a horſe 
| as ſean & carcaſe hke as if he 
! had beennewly raiſed out of a 

| Charnel; and himſelf fo well 
| habited and full,chat he might 
| have been a very CGlicient 

b: henfora more avle beaſts 
% being demaded ty the Cens 
Ifors whence came ſuch a great 
{difproportion berween the 
]Meagerneſs of the one, and 
| the Grofneſs of rhe other, 


calteth them 1 there, though tr 
J be, perchance, as "viſible and 
as that which 
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anſwer'd, That it was becauſe. 
He took care of himſelf, but 7 


: 


his Servant took charge of his | 


Horſe. Moſt meu have lah- 


guid aud infirm ſouls, while | 


their Bodies are in a vigorous 
athletick habit: Their fpiritu- 
al parts are redoced to mea- 
gerneſs and Conſumption , 
whiles their ſenſual parts are 
full even to a Plethora. And 
whence is it? becauſe their 
Sculs have no (barein their 


care and treatment, they do! 


got mind them as their own 
charge : their time and dili- 
gence 18 all laid out on their 
Bodies; theſe are the Darlings 
they pamper, and which in- 
groſs all their thoughts and 
care; Or if through a vouch 


ſafement they expend any the| 
other: 


& 
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ther way, they ſoon reſcue 
themſelves as from an nfurpa« 
ton and encroachment: Biit 
{ rely, fos!s fo weakned and 
&!2:aciated, will not be able to 
fttind rhe lect brunt in the 
day of Baitle with rhe Ene- 
mies of their falvation, la- 
bouring 1ynder the preffure 
and weight of a ſo much in- 
duſged Fleſh. Let me have a 
ſean , unhealthy, negieQed, 
deforme1 body, no matter,ſo 


|] may find my ſoul found, in. 
| good liking,ftrong,and beauti- 
| ful in the eyes of God. 


XIV, 


Ow many weary and te- 
{| dious fters doe many 


{Mahomecans tread in their 


long 
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long Pilgrimages .which mul- | 
titudes of them yearly take | 
to Meccha, the place where ' 
their grand Seducer Maho- | 


met was buried? and that 
meerly for the increaſe of a 
carnal impoſturous Devotion, 
Cthat they may be reputed 
Hoggees, i.e. Holy men, as 
fach are ever after ftyled ) 
And how many a deluded Po- 


piſh Pilgrim meaſurech thou- | 
{ands of tireſome paces, ad- ' 
ventureth through many dan- | 


gers,endureth m3ny hardthips 


and ſevere and grievous iin« | 


tertainimei'ts, Ina Journey to 
the Holy Land; and Is con» 


tent at laſt, when come in|} 
view of Jeruſalem, to pay a} 
great Entrance-tribute to the | 
Turks for admiſſion , and all} 


meerly 


amy: _ 
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| | meerly to ſee the Sepulchre 
> | which encloſed our Saviours 
> {| Body, and the place which 
. | once had the marks of his 
: | footſteps. Iam a pilgrim, not 
z | by choice, but by an unhappy 
, | necelfity; my Journey is to» 
4 |} wards a Holy Land, the Hea- 
g | venly Canaan; 1 feek a City 
) | which is from above, the 
x | New Feruſalem: which my 
- | Saviour not enly hath, but al- 
= | ways doth bleſs with his pre« 
- | fence; not in his low, abje&, 
zs | bumbled eftate, but in his ex- 
1-1] alred , wonderiully glorious 
of preſence, Shell I complain of 
1+ | the tediouſneſs of the way, 
nf the Terror. of incident dan- 
af pers, the ſweat, the toil and 
e | laboriouſteſs of the travel to 
[1] be undergone, where the cons - 
LEALe 
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tentmenr and delizt: at jour. | 
neys endis (o infinitely tran- * 
ſcendent £ What ked Sea can 


have fo mn-h horror ? What 
wilderneſs C+m:+. diſmal and 
fad amazement; whir Occ: ir@s 
ces can be (ſo feartu', ha» 4hips 
fo grievous,dagers (o terrible, 
what condition ſo neceſſito:s, 
or State ſo bew'!dred, as will 
not be rendred amiable and 
defirable,when leading to the 
fight and enjoyment of our 
Saviour ? No Tribate either 
of lorrow or death it (elf, but 
is an eafe purchaſe for admit 
tance z not to his Sepulchre, 
but his Throne;not to ſee the 
place where the Lord lay, but 
where he raigneth; and not 
tolook on as an Alien, but to 
enter and poſſeſs as a Deni- 
9M, XV, 
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XV. 


Ome are ſo Curious as to 

conjeAure , that . Chrifts 
Prayer which he made aſter 
his withdrawment from his 
Diſciples, was not mecerly 
mental but vocal, inferring 
it from the manner in which 
the Evangelifts relate it, He 


| prayed Saying;which they will 
| have fo imply an audible 
| ſpeech and voice. 


However,whether we have 


| ſo greata Pattern for itor no, 


I think there is ſome advan- 
tage to be obſerved, that ſe 
cret Prayer hath, which is vos 
cal,above what is mental one: 
ly, (although ic be all one to 
God,whg hath an ear to hear 
what 
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what the heart prayech as well 
as whit the mouth.) 


x. In that by joyring a | 


voice to our mental Prayer, 
our: Atfectio:is are more a- 
wakenkd and q:ickned; as we 
fd by exoerience. that the 
(eſe of a Miſe: y, when coop: 
ed up in oar own thoughts, 
may not expreſs it {eif in 
tears {which are the Lani 
guage of griet) but yet when 
we veil it to others, in our 
recounting it, we cant re- 
frain from weeping. 

2. {t limiis the mind more, 
and keeps ir more fixed and 
intent apon wnat is ſpoken, 
-*3. We hnd ſometimes, that 
vehemency of afte&ion doth 
force us to it, for when our 
pailion & devotion is ardent, 


and | 
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and the fire is kindled within 


| us, it breaketh forth into out- 
| ward expreffions, complaints 
[or tears. 1 may addelafily, 
| that we can fometimes better 


form, or at leaft draw out in 
better order our conceptions 
ot what we pray for in an au- 


»t ® 
divle YO! 


XVI. 


[WW Fen the Afſyrians were 


blinded, they were eagly 
led into the midſt of Sama- 
11.7, A henighted Travelleris 
ea{ily deceived by falſe lights 
and Ignes fatni,to follow their 
evidance, Which do but con- 
dukX them into bogs and 
likes. 
What great advantage did 
the 
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the Romiſh foxes make of this 


policy theſe late years among 
us; firſt extinguiſhing our 
lights, and then by ſabtle E- 
miſſaries playing their tricks in 
the dark: dealing with us as 
the Philitines did with 
Sampſon, firſt putting 'ont our 
eyes, and then making ſport 


with us: Surely it was this | 


Dragons tail that drew down 
more then the third part of the 
Stars from our Firmament , 
and caſt them to the earih to 
be /tamped upon. And whither 
would our New Lights have 
ſed us? were not moſt of our 
new Principles and Opinions 
meer Decoys', and Captains 
choſen (though filently) to 
lead us back in a return into 
Agypt? But now thoſe evi! 
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} Spirits that haunted us in the 


night, do withdraw and diſ-: 
appear, Had not the mercy of 
Providence ſeaſonably pre- 
vented, we might by that 
time our eyes had been open 
have found our ſelyes in the 
midſt of Samaria. 


XVIt- 


Saw a Painter, having made 
F the PiQure of a Face ſmi- 
ling 3 on a ſuddain, with no 
more then one daſh of his 
penc!!, make it ſeem to weep. 
How near are the confines 
of Joy and Sorrow, which 
with the change ofa Iizemay 
be made to fit both on the 
ſame countenance : their ma« 
ture is much more diſtant, 
then 
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then their abode. In the 
twinkling of an eye, in the 
turning of an hand , ſadneſs 
may zoftle one mirth ; and 
deep fighs. may be ferched 
from that breaſt whence loud 
eaughter made its eruption. 
. Pleaſnre may die in the ſame 
moment. that gave it its 
birth; and a fuddain ſucceſſion 
of grief may turn its cradle 
ito a Grave, The Tears 
which an enlarged and vehe- 
ment pallion of Joy had ru 
ov'r with, may in the middie 
of their courſe find an arreff, 
and be macie to minifter unto 
Grief. ]n the flizght of a mi- 
nine, inthe beating of a pulſe, 
the dilating of the Heart by a 
Diaijtole of Picafure, may be 
turned into a contradting it, 
by a SyF:le of Sorrow, 
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XVII. 


Toy tells us;that the Gallc, 

whenthey had once ta- 

ſted of the Wines of Ttaly, 

were'ſo much taken with the 

plexfantneis and lafciovſneſs 

of them, that:-they would not 

after reſt contented with a 

bare commerce and trade thi? , 54,. like 

ther for this Wine, bat fixed ye reag 

their reſclutions by conqueſt was the 

toget poſſeiſion of the Land occaſion of 

which brought it forth (and that inun« 
| Fa. a - dJation of 

that was the inciting occafion —_ 

C o F® Xx 

to their Invaſion) * Thus the ,,4; int 

Antepaſts of glory do but pro- 7raly, vn- 

voke rhe defires, and ered the der Alboie 

appetite of the believing ſoul: - their 

he is ſo far from being (ati. 378: 


ted by foretaſts, that they do y Y i pa: . 
but 
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but avgment his thir# after a 
plenary fruition-He is not con- 
tent with ſo ſmall drops that 


are derived unto him at ſo 


great a diftance from the 
Fountain : nor are thoſe de- 
grees of Grace and Comfort 
which he gaineth by holding 
commerce with Heaven upon 
Earth, by thoſe two Fa&ors 
Prayer and Faith, by trading 
in the Worſhip & Ordinances 
of God, ſufficient to allay the 
hunger of his appetite : 
he cannot drink his fill, nor 


{flake his thirſt at thoſe ci- | 


terns : A holy infatiableneſ(s 
doth fo enlarge the capacity 
of his ſoul, that the more he 
hath,the more he longeth for, 
and the wideneſs of his in- 


_ crealing defires,is proportion- 


ed 
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ed to the largeneſs of his re- 
Ceivings, Therefore his re- 
ſolves and aims are by a holy 
violence and conqueſt, to get 
a poſſeſiion in that fpiritual 
Canaan from whence theſe 
Grapes are brought him as pre» 
Iibations ; that he may there 
rink of that wine of the King= 
dom, and of thoſe Rivers of 
pleaſare, 


XIX. 


N Hriſt is wont ftill to back 
A his checks and reproofs 
with a Reaſon. As to the 
Diſciples going to Emma, 
Luk. 24, O Fools and ſlow of 
beart : but why fo ? Ought not 
Cbrifs 10 ſuffer, Kc. to the 
Diſci- 


—— 
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Diſciples in Simon's houſe » 


Match.. 25. Why trouble ye the 
woman? For ſhe hath wrought a 
» good .work : for the poor you 
bave always with you, ot me 
for ſhe did it for my burial, To 
Mary'n the Garden, touch me 
_ ot, John 20. Why ?: becauſe 
T am not yet gone to the Father. 
Laſtly, to Feter for drawing 
his (word, Mat. 26. John 18. 


he ſubjoyns to his reprehen« | 


fion a fourfold reaſon, xr. He 
that takes the ſword,ſhall periſh 


| 


by the ſword; therefore 'tis an | 
#njuſt attempt to reſiſt and | 


hinder pathon, 2. The cup 
which my Father hath given, 


ſhall I not drink,? therefore || 


impoſſible. 


113+ Can I not ack my Fa-| 


ther, and he would give me 


more 
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+ er” . 
more then ten legijons?there= 


fore the attempt is fooliſh. 
4. How elſe ſhould the Scri- 
pture be fulfilled ? therefore 
"tis u#due, Our Reproofs 
would have a more effe&ual 
operation, if they were thus 
ſtill attended with reaſon : . 
The ears of men are generally 
very tender and delicate,and 
a reprehenfion grateth on 
them, it not attemper'd by a 
due conveyance. A {mart re- 
buke, if not clearly evidenced 
to be juſt, by being backed 
with ſufficient reafon, doth 
but irricace and imbitter the 
mindes of men: the Plaiſter 
maketh the wound rage, if 
this Ingredient be not in 
the compeRt ; the Cauteriſm 
doth more hurt then the dif- 

D eaſe 
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eaſe The reproof even of -a 
righteous man, though it be 
an excellent oyle (to allude to - 
the Pialmiſts expreſſion)” yet 
may breaz the bead, if unduly 
adminiftred. 


R X. 


Any there are that are 
wont to beſtow viſits 
on others, not ſo much out of 
a motion of love and kind- 


nels, as, either not to be re- | 


puted negligent of the for- 
malities of common courteſy, 
or to make the wheels of Time 
ſeem to move the faſter by 
trifling it away ; or to make 
IE and > 
that they may, by pryizg.,g4- 
taerup a ogle of diourl for 

the 


go—_— 
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the next, The viſits which 
men for the moſt parc beſtow 
on God in his worſhip, are 
out of Principles a#alogous to 
theſe ; not out of any princi- 
ple of fincere love and. de- 
light, but either that they 
may not ſcem wanting at leaft 


| in the formal and cuſtomary 


Exerciſes of Religion;: or to 
paſs away the time onely ; or 
it may be where they ſhould 
be Bees to ſuck honey, to play 
the Spiders and fuck poyſor ; 
to gather up matter to de- 
fame and calumniate,and raiſe 
an evil report on the things 'of 
God, 
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Mong the Proſpedis 

which the Scripture o- 
pens tous of ' Eternity , my 
contemplation ſomtimes pla- 
'ceth me inthe midft of that 
great 'Gulph fixed between 
'Lazarus in the boſome of 4- 
brabam, :and Dives in the 
midft of foul Fiends , with 
cyes..dire&ed , now to the 
confidcration of the one,then 
of the other. Whither are 
all-the rich Mans joys fled, in 
which his ſoul was ſteeped 
and inebriated ? whar's oy 
come of his heightned de- 
lights, his Muſick and 
Maſques,Un&ions, Feaſtings, 
ample Buildings, and large 
and jolly Entertainments, his 
traln | 
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train of attendants, the pur- 
ple and the fine Linnen, his 
wanton Pleaſures, and the 
whole Pageantry of his hap- 
pineſs ? . On the other fide, 
where is the miſery and con» 
temptibleneſs, the nakedneſs 
and hunger, . the aches, the 
ſoars and the ftench of the 
poor man ? Theſe things are 
all vaniſhed, and the Scene is 
altered. Their pafl'condi- 
tion is changed into a preſent, 
as different each from other 
as Heaven froar Hell; and the 
preſent is fixed in a ſtabili- 
ty-as unalterabſe as Eternity. 
Let us conſider, and weigh 
their Purchaſes in the Bal- 
laxce of the SanGnary : The 
rich Man's exchange is, the 
pleaſures of fin, which were but 
D 3 


for 
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for # ſeaſor for thoſe dreadful 
ains which are the reward 
of fin, and which never (hall 
have a [eajon either to miti- 
ate or conclnde themz a 
| ———_ Paradiſe, for a real 
diſmal Dungeon ; momentany 
contentments, for eternal tor» 
ments: Delights, that are as 
empty as froth, and as ſhort- 
fived as the age of a Minute, 
for ſorrows fo heavy & acute, 
that no Metaphor can equal, 
or Hyperbole tranſcend them 
In expreflion; ſo durgble,that 
they ſhall ran parallel with 
Eternity.The poor man's ex- 
change is, from a ſmall weighs | 
of infelicity, to an exceeding | 
weight of glory ;, from a Wil> *' 
derneſs, to a Land flowing ' 
with plenty ; from a Groſs, to 
a 
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a Crownz;from tears withour 
their ſaltxeſs, ſorrows deprivd 
of their ſting, priefs as ſhort 
(at longeft)as the ſpaz of life; 
to pleaſures untainted, joys 
in the moſt exalted and ſubli- 
mated quintefſence,a happineſs 
as much without a period as 
Eternity it ſelf, And who bur 
Joyns with that Ecphoxeſis of 
the Father ? O miſerable hap- 
pineſs of the onethat concluded 
n everlaſting miſery | O bappy 


- miſery of the other, that ended 


in everlaſting bappineſs! I had 
rather with Lazarus beg in 
rags, then be in Dives's coar 
roffliog it jn Silk, and fa- 
ring delicioully every day : 
his low eltaie is ſofar above 
my contempt that it is the ob- 
je& of my wih, rather then 

| D 4 Dzves's 
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Divess,which is ſo far below 
my extvy, that it falls within 


my pzty. 
AX, | 
> _ be Livery and 


Serſin taken of a whole 
Lord(hip only by the delivery 
of a turf of carth : and a Deed 
of Gift of the whole may be 
executed onely by giving a 
parcel of the goods, The Rent 
that is given may be finall 
and inconfiderable, yet if it 
be an acknowledgement of 
Homage and Fealty and ward- 
ſhip, it is of great conſe- 
quence. The ſmalleſt Grant 
that we make to Satan, may 
give him a right to the whole; 
x he be complyed _ the 

| ealt 
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leaſt temptation it may be e« 
nough to admit him to a full 
poſſefſion and dominion over 


'us. Where this Serpent hath 


but infinuated his head, he 
can with eaſe wind in his 
whole body after: Therefore 
ſee thou grant him nothing, 
left he make his advantage of 
it. to the claim of all. *Twas 
ſaid of Hannibal, He knew well 
how to Conquer, but knew not 
how to improve his Conqueits : 


; Satan is well skill'd in either; 
he will eafily loſe no ground 


he hath got; he will be ſure 


' to proſecute a Viftory, and 


improve an advantage. 
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X XIII, 


T is ſtrange how Peter, who 
I not Tong before had been 


ſo daring as todraw his ſword 


on a whole Regiment ( as | 


though he were his Mafters 
Champion)and notwithftand= 


ing all his reſolves and pro- | 


teftations of not forſaking 
Chriſt, yet how on a ſuddain 
he was infe&ed with the air 
of the Priefts Hall; for as 
ſoon as he hadgot in thither, 
as though a contagion had 
ſeized on him,his temper was 


changed; and while. he did 
but warm himſelf at their! ; 


fire, his zeal and refpe& for 
his Maiter was abated and 


chilled. Many times our foot ' 


/ 


' 
P 


| 
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in the Devils ſnare, and we 
are prievonſly entangled, 


| where we thought we might 


nd 
ot : 
is 


/ 


have been ſafe enough : we 


; venture upon occaſions of fin, 


and put our ſelves within Sa- 


; tans circle, thinking we are 
| ſufficiently armed & ſecured 


by peremptory reſolves and 


| engagements, little confider- 


iog, either the plauſible and 
infinuative nature of fin to 
work it ſelf in, the treachery 
and deceit of our heart to 
betray us to an admiſſion of 
it, or the craft and importu- 
nity of the Tempter to w'n 
vpon vs, Hard it is to avoid 
infeFion in the company of 
thoſe that have the Peſtilexce 
(raery evil men having 
o much of that quality, 

which 
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which they ſay is in thoſe 
who have the Plague on 


J 
# 


them , that they deſire to | 


taint others ;) hard not to be | 


ſeized by evil, thongh by 


rentle and inſenfible' degrees | 
in the ſociety of the wicked. | 


Evil converſe cannot but 
leave a tinure of corruption 
upon us, if rare; if morefre- 
quent, a deep and donble dye. 


The Spirits and manners of 
men,are,by a ſecret bewitch- + 


' ing iuchantment, transformed 


communicate, lt is not ea- 


(like Fiſhes) while we live 
in falt Waters, We may 


# 
| 


ſay generally of Rivers, 
That they never run withi 
th 


| 


1 
| 


: 
o 
H 


= 
{ 


into the conditions and faſhi-/ 
ons of thoſe with whom they 
4 
fie to retain our freſh taſte! 
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. | theſame bancks without mi« 
| Xing their current, -( though 
; | the River Saw ftreameth 
. | together with the Danow in 
, | the ſame Channel, without 
> | blending his waters with him, 
I | as Mr. Blunt affareth us.)Wa- 
it | ters paſſing through - the 
n | carth, have a quality and ſa- 
-. | your derived to them from 
ie, | the nature of the Soils and 
of | Minerals they * have their 
hk. | courſe through, 


m_ 


ed\ 

hi- | XXIV, 

ey | | 

24-: E read of ſome, that 
ſte! by uſe have brought 


ive] themſelves to ſwallow Poy- 
nay fon without ha rm,yea,and ro 
rs, | make their food of it. And 


tn Albertus tells us 'of a Girle 


us that 
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that fed continually on Spi- | 


ders: So ftrange a power 
hath cuſtome to alter the 
temper of the body, and to 


change almoſt its very Oeco- | 


#0my : The like effe&it like- 
wiſe;hath' on the ſouls of men, 
in referenceto thoſe pernicious 
fins which. haye moſt of the 
poyſon of the old Serpent in 
them 5 from which their in- 
clinations and diſpoſitions 
were at firſtptterly averſe 8 
abhorrent , but by cuftom 
and habituating themſelves 


to them, they come to make | 


them at-laft matters of 6aily 
pradice : which perfe& cone 

neſt over all good inclina- 
tions of their mind, and re- 
liGaxcies of their conſciences 
that they may arrive to, the 
Devil 
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Devil leadeth them by theſe 


ſteps; beginning by wicked 
ſuggeſtion, he offers the poy- 
ſonous Pill, but being guild- 


| ed; fo Pleaſure is uſhered 


in ; Pleaſure draweth on cons 
ſent, conſent maketh way for 


praice,and pradiice bringeth 


on cuſtom, which by excuſes, 
palliations, defences,obftina- 
cy; andlaftly, glorying and 
boaſting, corregeth, evirtua- 
teth,and rendreth ineffe&ual 
all motions or endeavours of 


| conſcience from within, and 
{ all influence of applications 


from withont. But ſuch Ye- 
a0m0us creatures can live no 
where but in Hell, Heaven 
is a countrey will neyer admit 
them (as {they lay, Ireland, 
Meajorca,and ſome other pla- 

Ces 
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ces will not entertain any 
poyſonous thing. } 


| XXV. 
J Have ſeen a pretty deceit 


uſed, to keep ſome from 
their meat, that they dare 


not ear, by laying ſhreds' of 


Lute-ftrings on it,which have 
appeared like Worms ;' and 
from their drink, by putting 
into it- the counterfeit of: a 
Toad, Satan often plays this 
part, and uferh ſuch a wile to 
affright the Children of God 
from their Fathers'\Table, 
and tomake them out of con«= 


ceit with duties : he preſents - 


to their fight the corruptions 
of their performances, and 
ſo repreſenteth them, that 

| ER; they 
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though never ſozealom,proud 

| or hbypocritical,though attend: 

| ed with never ſo much bymi- 
$ ity and ſincerity, When thou 

| haſt done thy work, then he 
| | comethto thee with his So- 
4 phiſtryto put thee into'a_dis 
 # flruft, that: what thow haft 
_ | done will turn to thy! great 
hurt; and opening the parts 
of thy duty, telleth thee, 
| Here thy'corraption wrought, 
| There' thy pridediſcover'd its 
ſtirrings ; 'here thou wert as 
cold as if thou cared not 
| whether thou wert heeded 
or no, there thou hadft /off 
F thine heart ; and is there not 
death in the pot,thinkeft thou? 
or expeteſt thou wages for 


what deſeryeth ſtripes? Theſe 
{leights 


| they ſhall appear formal 


"—_ ow ww Ta 
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{leights he uſerh to diſhearten 
believers from their (ſervices, 
& he hath this great advan- 
tage,that they are _ Vee 
ry apt to ſuſpe& themſeIves ; 
their humours are ſtirred to 
his hand, and therefore he 
may.the more eaſily work on 
them; they are ready to give 


credit to any that comply | 


with their pexſive apprehen(ts 
ons; and therefore are eaſily 
induced to uſe Satans Perſpes 
Give,which at 0s end magni- 
Fes the evil of their perform- 
ances, and makes it ſeem 


greater then it is; at the 6- |-j 


ther end extenuates the good 


and makes it appear leſs, Ir 


is eaſe for Satan to preſs him 
down that.is already frnking, 


& to dye that ſoul fable ack, | 


which 
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' which is of a 4arkand ſad hue 
| before. Thou that art xot ig- 
arrant of Satans devices, ſhew 
| him that thou ſeeft the So- 
phiftry,and underftandeſt the 


cheat, 


| :XXYVb 


 #FT Here is that we are wont 
to call Good nature , 

which however deſirable, yet 

doth very much prepare and 

expoſe thoſe in whom ic is 

found to temptations : for it vygv 
is nothing but a pliable, yield: KvArzr ey 
ing, waxen frame, which is *%"- 
| ſo much the more ſubjett to 
' evil impreſſions rather then 
good, as wickedneſs is more 
:nfinuative then virtue : ſuch 
| flexible twigs are eaſily _ 
e 
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ſoft griily head of the Infant 


' defires of the boldeft and 
.. moſt unreafonable Inſinnuator, | 
That baſhfulneſs is dingeroul- 


ed into-crookedneſs ; ſuch a | 
ſoft temper of minde is eaſily | 
wroughr and .moulded to a | 
compliancewirh any the moſt 
dangerous ſuggeſtions, as the 


, 
c 
þ 
| 
Z 


is framed into any faſhion by | 
the Midwife & Narſe. Their | 
facility and baſhfulneſs oft be- | 
trayeth them to a Grant of | 
that which yer they ſecretly | 
condemn themſelves for nor 
denying 3 and they know not 
how not to comply with the 


a+ & *. = 


ly bold which durſt . offend 
God, leſt it diſpleaſe Men, 
Nothing more laudable then 
a firm inflexible temper, when 
found in the way of righteouſ- 


neſs 
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4 | neſs, Let me never be abaſh'd 
y to deny what another is ſo 
a | ſoameleſs or ſinfully to ask: 

Let my heart be wax to the 
e \ empreſſiions of goodneſs, but 
't | marble to thoſe of evil : as 
Y | pliant asan Offer to the hand 
Jy | of Virtue, as tiff as an Oak, 
'* | to Satan and his inſtraments, 
f | Let a righteous and juſt Re- 
y | queſt be as a command to me, 
ft | let me obey it as a Law, 
tf | though ic be but a Deſire; 
© | butlet an unjuft and wicked 
d | demand be caft back by me 
"+ | with abborrency. I my Frieu# 
{- | inany thing be a Fa&our or 
a | Spokesman for Satan, let me 
Y. | bid him, Get him behinde me 
N | (as our Saviour did Petey. ) 
n | Vie uſe him as Moſes did his 
- | Rod; while arod, he heldit 

fami- 


— 
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familiarly in his hand, but 

when it began to wind and 
hiſs, & (hew it ſelf a Serpent, 
he caſt it down and ran from | 


it.Better loſe my Friend then 


my Innocence; and- (afeft. to 
keep at a diſtance from him 
when he breathes Contagion. 
I may be an :adverfary to his | 
vice,while a iciend to his per- þ 


ſon; like that Archer Alcon, | 


who when the Dragon was 


enfolded with the Childe, 8 
could ftrike his Arrow in the | 


one, and not hurt the other. } 


XXAVII. 


[| Find, both by the. courſe | 
of Gods Providence | 
and the Inftru&ions of his 
Word, that he hath ſome- 

times | 
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ron 


times a Red to Iay on the 
\ back of Frieads, and Favors 


to beſtow on exemies. But 


| ſurely God knows who he 
'£s dealing with ; and then he 


favoreth theſe in Anger, and 
puniſheth them in Love. He 


| gave the mutinous Iſraelites 

| Quailes, but ſo ſawc'd, that 
| they might wiſh them out of 
| their mouths before they 
A ſwallowed them, God fatneth - 
# ſome for the day of laughter(as 
J the old Heathens were wont 
{ to deal with their Sacrifices, 
firſt ro feed them, then Crown 
| them, and at laſt ki/them z ) 


and lifteth many up high that 
their fall might be the great- 
er 3 who might apply that ex- 
preflion to their caſe, Tho# 
baft lifted me up, and caſt me 
down 3 


— 
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down; and others he cafſteih # 
down,thatthey may by a hap- 
py rebound riſe the higher, I 
would rather be dzeted with | 
the three Childrens fare,breac 
and water , then on Ire] 
B2aails; rather gather crumbs} 
#nder the table with Lazarus 

as Gods friend, then ſit at it * 
as Dives's gueft : And ] chuſe | 
affligtion and adverſity with , 
Love, before happineſs and ' 
proſperity without it. Lord, 
as I pray, that thou wouldft 
not rebuke me in anger (I do © 
not deprecate thy rebuke (my 
fans call for ir) but thine 4x- | | 
ger, this word hath the Ac- | 
cent of my defire, not that) 7 ; 
ſo likewiſe, chat thou would- } j 
eſt never beftuw mercy on me Jf 
in judgement, or bleſfings * « 
With a curſe attending. 
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1 Ometimes I have inter- 
mitted or deterred the 


[A performance of duty,upon aps 
bs} prehenijon of ſome preſent 
 indiſpoſedneſs and unaptneſs ; 
it * 1] have thought, better not 
ſe. ſetmine hand to Gods work 
h, then ſpoil it ; better omic 
d\ mince offering, then give the 
d, | lame and blinde in Sacrifice 
Iſt | the next time Ple make a- 
lo| mends when I am fitter ta 
1y doit: And the next time,pere 
M- | chance, the task hath been 

more irkfome to me, and my 
t) Ih of unfitneſs hath ſeem- 


ge ) 


d- 4 ingly more ftrength then be- 


ne I fore; ſo that what before I 


gs did defer, now I could be 
| E Coli- 


4 
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content ſhould be wholy zeg: 
lefed. Have 1 foind thee, O 
mine enemy?here the Serpents | 
head diſcovers ir ſelf. Here- | 
after when this plea is put in, 
it ſhall be cajt back without 
hearing; I will check the leaft 
thought of /oathneſs toward - 
the performance of the work 
T have tinted my ſelf unto: A 
lame Prayer may get to hea« 
ven: I may, by rubbing and 
chafing my heart,geta warmth 
in it, It I put forth my 
ftrength,l may break aſunder 
the Cords and Withs with 
which I am bound, The Spirit 
may come and fill my fails, 
and I may havethe wind with / 
me,though the tide be againſt | 
me, However, that Kule of | * 
Phyſitians is well applyed , to | 

| practice 
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praGice here,who adviſe weak 
and aauſeating ſtomacks to eat, 
though they have no preſent ap-+ 
petite, becauſe they ſhall feel 
the effe&s thereof in their 
future increaſing ſtrength, 


XXIX. 


He Turks have a Saying Buſ5equ3 
concerning the Tartars Ejift. 


(whom they repute a very 
wiſe Nation) that other Na- 
tions have their Wiſdome 
written in their Books, bat the 
Tartars have devoured their 
Books, and fo have Wiſdom 
lodged in their breaſts, which 
on all'occaſjons they can draw 
forth to praGgice. Vany Chri- 
ſtians have the Word of God 
written in their Bibles, 
E 2 but 


The Spiritual Bee 
but they never (as St. Fob ) 
ſwallowed the Book, The Laws 


of God are belt ſcribed in 
the Tables of the Heart ; the 


ſoul is the beft PhylaGery and | 


Repoſitory tor them, and Pra- 
ice the faireſt Tranſcript of 


them. He is a good Text-man | 


| 
| 


: 


6 
; 


( 
K 


| 


whole Life is a Comment on | 


Scripture. 
What a&ual benefit can 
there accrew to vs of Gold in 


Z 


the Mize, or Pearls in the 


bottom of the Sea, except 
we dig for the one, and coy 


a 
ms _ the Bulliox of it into Money ; | 


cava la ſete and dive for the other, that 
del Capo, we may have them to apply 
bangers to Or uſe. He to whom the 
ne Pot Word of God is not 45 his 
. quencheth 
not a mans #eceſſary food, that doth ner 
thirſt, t41nquam ſacer Helluo,devour, 

=_— - digeit 


| 


/ 


; 


| 
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digeſt, and convertit iu ſuc = 
cum & ſanguinem;js like him, 


! who as long as he had Plato's 


Book of the Immortality of 


| the ſon! in his hands, he was a 


Plateniſt, but as ſoon as he 


| had laid it by, he became an 
| Epicure again.As we uſe to fay 
| of ſome Phyſicians, that _ 


! are better acquainted wit 


Galen then with the Diſeaſe 3 
ſo of fuch we way ſay, That 


\ they carry their Wiſdom 
rather in their Book then in. 
- their Heart. 


XXNRe 


Ne of the moſt Tragicet 
and (xd Arguments of hu» 


mane Miſery, that is wont to 


be brought on the Scexe, is 
D 3 that 


— 


_— 
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that of the purchaſe of the uns 
happy King Lyſmachus, who 
made anexchige of his Crown 
& Kingdom for one draught 


of Water : which bargain,the ! 


conſtraint of that neceſſity he ! 


was reduced to, doth ſuffi- 
cictly excuſe;for now his ſoul 
fat on bis lips, being forced our 


of his body by a violent thirſt; | 
a a Kingdom was not an over 


ratein the purchaſe of that 


aquavite by which the Kings 


life was redeemed(though the 
water, when drunk,might be 
diftiled through the Alem- 
b*chs of his eyes, in ſorrow for 
ſo great unhappineſs.) Who 
then will account that a hard 
ſaying in the Laws of Chriſt, 
that comandeth us to forſake 
all and follow him ; where the 
reward 
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7 | is Life; not a temporal Life 
o | onely,which is alway ſubje& 
a | to the changes & incurſions 
,; | of fortune, expoſed to labor, 
e | infirmities and diſeaſes of the 
e | Body, infe&ted with more 
. | troubleſome and inceffant di 
nl | ſtempers of the Minde, al- 
t | Way either lauguiſhing under 
t | chilneſs of Fears, or burning 
ry | in Feavoriſh Deſires; a Lite 
ſtill befieged with Tempta- 
tons : but an eternal Life, 
which is not onely free from 
all thoſe evil Attendants with 
| which the other is rendred 
| - miſerable, but pofſeſſed alſo 
with an z#concervable felicity. 
Who would not goe and ſel/ 
all that he bath for the pur- 
chaſe of ſuch a Pearl? Who 
> would not diſefteem all 
E 4 though 
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though he were as great a 


Monarch as Adam or Noah, | 


for the gaining of that /iviz 
water,which he that drinket 
of ſhall never thirſt more, for 


out of his belly ſhall ow Ri- | 


vers to life eternal? yea, who 
would not barter his Trifles 
for an immarceſcible Crown? 


0.0.0 


| hrs ſay of Trifoil, That- ' 


by obſervation gueſſes 
may be taken from it of the 
future ſeaſon of the weather; 
that when it generally bears 
many flowers , *tis a fign of 
_ of rain and ſhowers to 
ucceed ; and when few, it 
portendeth great. drought. 
No better prognoſtick, can be 


taken 
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ken of what-Heaven defigneth 
? concerning a people, then 
| from the lives of. Chriftians ; 


k {if they are fraitful-&. plenti- 
yl ful-in good Works, that is a: 
K- fore-runner of Gods -bounti- 
| ful effufjon & ſhowring down 
in of mercies.; but when- they 
> | are generally barren, 'tis a 


: | ſad fign of approaching judg- 
| ment, and of Gods making 
/ ſuch a Land dry and barren, 
| for the iniquity of them thut 
Ct: | dwell therein, 


RXXU, 


' } *Fls faid of an Exfters king, 
' | * that he was (o fat & groſs 
that he was not fenfible- of 
pain when needles were ſtuck. 
; into his body: And the Nu- 
f E 5 midian: 
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midian Bears, they fay, are ſo 


82 


though blood be drawn from 
them. Thoſe who,as the 7Pſal- 
miſt phraſeth it,ore incloſed in 


wallow in a voluptuous plen- 


fetcheth blood of the ſoul; & 


- in Zglon's bowels, yet they fee! 
- it not, See how ſtupidly and 
ſenſeleſly the Epicurean Car: 
naliſt runyeth himſelf upon ths 
Pikes without fear or feeling, 
ſob 15. 26. He runneth upcn 
God,even on bis neck, , upou the 
&bick boſſes of bis buckſer, but 
whence 


fat that they feel no ſtripes, 


their own fat; who are puft up | 
_ with a worldy proſperity and: | 


ty,are ſo inſenfible and obdu- | 
rate, that though every zew- | 
fin thatis committed by them 


every wilful tin be to it,as the 
Dagger driven up to the haft 


83 


£, {ſenfibleneſs? v, 27. becauſe 

the covereth his face with fat- 
ils \ neſs, and maketh collops of fat 
in 10n his flanks + He hath (©. gor- 
Þ | ged himſelf, and is ſo plunged 
d- | in ſenſual delights, thar all 
j- | ſenſe is drowned and loſt in 


hn X e Spiritual Bee, 
ſo en ce ſ{ltch a groſs ſtupid in- 


by 


p- | neth a more benummed and. 
1 | Lethargick frame of Spirit , 
then where he ſays 5 Make 
> the heart of this people fat. 

: 

| 


RXAXU. 


| FT hath always been the 
I fare of Nentrality to pleaſe 
neither party; and thoſe who 
would compornd and medley 
themſelves to comply with ops 


| and 


him. God no where threat - | 


, poſite intereſts, are diſliked 


_B4 
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and maligned on both ſides : 


therefore the Pr.tor of the 
Samnites wiſely obſerved in 
Livy, Media via nec amicos 
parit, nec inimicos tollit, the 
middle way neither procures 


friends nor removes enemies: ! 


As the Flying Fiſh, which be» 
ing partly Bird, partly Fiſh, 
is ſtill perſecuted in the water 
by the Fiſp, & in the air the 


Birds have an enmity againſt | 


him. Thus A!phonſus obſerv'd 
of the Sexenſes, That being 


Neuters in the. Ttalian War; 


were afterward made a prey 
ou both (ides ; comparing 
them to ſuch as dwell in the 
midale ſtory of a Houſe, an» 


noyed. from beneath by _ 


{moke, and by-urine from. a= 
bove. Such is the condition 


of 


| 


=) (d ww i 


> 
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| canteth what his tongue and 


; 
x 


; 
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of the Religious Hypocrite,. 
who will give God his out- 
fide, but beftow his heart on: 
ſome other Treaſure; who 
will ſerve the Devil and his 


| Lufts under Gods Livery;who 
| will give him the courtſhip of 


the lip and kzee, but his heart 
falls down before ſome other 
Idol; and in his breaft he re- 


geftares pronounce: And in 


| this Scenical & artificial dreſs 
| he applaudeth himſelf ſecretly 
| for thus a&ing his part with 


ewo faces, for his wiſe and 
crafty. complyance to the 
doubly gainful ſervice of two 
Maſters, As though: he had 
found out the Politick Art of 
Atoneing the oppoſite Inte. 
reſts of Heaven and Hell, and 

_ Marrying 
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marrying, and compounding 
them in one rommon temper, 


But alas ! nothing heth more | 


in it of{olly; for becavſe he 


| Chi pecora- 19 a Saint, thorgh only in pro- 
_— 

| f: fayil Iupo feſſion,therefore the world has 
' Ia mergia.teth him which hateth ſheeps 
| He rhar 


| makeshims* 8 ; 

| ſelfa ſheep, Wolves back; and becanſe-he 
| the Wolf 
| will eat 


cloathing , thongh upon a 


hath the form, only denying 
the pryer,therefore God ha- 
teth him the more, in whoſe 
eye, ſimulate ſanGitas eft. du- 
plex mniquitas, ſin appears 


double, when beheld under a 


Mask of Holineſs: The 
world hateth him becauſe he 
ſeemeth good, and God be- 
cauſe he #o more then ſeems 
ſo. Religion is the beſt Ar- 
»01r in the World, but he 
that maketh a cloak of it, will 

finde 


bo EOS <p 
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tind when Godcalleth him to 
a reckoning, that the tuff will 
coft him dear. He that under 
a ſpecious and vain pretenſior 
of Sanity, hides a Neft of 
Lufts, will at tength find him- 
ſelf as much deluded in his 
cloſe contrivance, as that 
Cardinal Campegio was in 
Henry the Eights time, 
whoſe twenty richly covered 


Sumpter-horſes, being by 


chance overturned in GCheap- 


| fide, difcovering nothing but 


a petty Magazine and Tram- 
pery of old Boots and Shoog, 
and Marrow-bones, expoſed 
him'to the Juſt ſcoff of all, 
better timely uncaſe thy (elf, 


throw off thy Vizour, and 


| ſhew thy (elf what thou art, 


| 


| 


then appear to be what thou 
art 
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art n0t : but *twere beft of all by 


for thee no longer to perſo- | 
#ateand meerly ad 2 part,but. | 
truly to be what thou haft | 


endeayored to ſeem. 


 XXXIV. 
V hs Lapwings, when 


hatched,are(as it were} | 
fo impatient of delay,that be- : 
fore the ſhells open of them- | . 


ſelves, they break their paſ- 


ſage through thole walls, not | 
enduring to be pext up-by |: 


their confinement; & as ſoon 
as their head and feet are at 
_ liberty, they run away with 
the remainder yet upon them. 
Many we have ſeen, whom 
a ſtrong confidence, grounded 
on but weak, I Pr 

b ore 
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0 forward before their time ; 
- [who have rather rufred our 
f then been ſent forth ; that 
have put out on their voyage 
before their Veſſcl hath been 
ſufficiently ballaled or rig: 
ged: Envoys that have pone 
| [forth before they have had 
, HnftruGios like Ahimaaz,who 
' would needs be running, 

' though without a commal for 

' it, and if examin'd,can give as 
little an account of what 
|| Meſſage they bring as he 
could : Such, as are like un« 
thrifty Heirs, when they 
| ſhould be gathering Know- 
| ledge, ſpend fafter then they 
get; their expences exceed 
| their receivings : Such who 
' venture to ſet up, though all 
' the ſtock they have, if "= is 
per- 


# 


4 


— 
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(perchance) a borrowed one : 
who enter on an pally 
without credentials. Such | 
Lapwings as theſe, that goe 

from under the wing of their 
Dam while their heads are | 
* green and the ſhell on them, | 
do ſoon run wilde.. The con» | 
clufion is, That-as the enter- 
priſe was rafh, the progreſs 
uneffeA&ual & unprofitable ſo 
they reap in the end bluſh 
ing and diſcomfort. The pro: 
tefion of a flock againſt ra- 
venous Beaſts ,. is a weighty 
charge; and though yozg Da- 
vid could ſlay the Lyonand 
the Bear when they (et upon 
his ſheep, yet every ruddy 
Youth is not fit to be a Shep- | 
heard.Where a rare precocity 
of underſtanding anticipateth | 
years. 
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years and ſaopplyeth age, yet 


methinks(that I may here ap-_ 
! ply what one ſaid)They wright 


tarry at Tcricho till their beards 


IC | are grown, I ever thought it 
/ more ſafe to be drawn forth 
| & forced by importunities to 


ſet our hands to that Work, 
for which, ho is ſufficient ? 


| rather then to ruſh on it un» 
caHed, as that for which axy 
might be ſufficient that would 


think himſelf io : Tt is obedi- 
exceto go when we are cal- 
led, but to be running forth 


| beforea call,is a too forward 


officiouſneſs, arguing pride 8& 
boldneſs. If fuch Novices 


would go- and learn what that 


| of St, Fames meaneth , My Jam, 3.10, 


| 


brethren, be not many teachers, 


they would find it would give 
- 
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Writ of eaſe to their too for- 
ward Adventures. 


XXXV, 
oe Saviour (Luke 4.) 


would not give the De* 


vil audience, -even where he 


ſpake truth, I know thee who 
thon art, the holy one of God 3 
refuſing to have the Father of 
tes bear witneſs of hitn, be» 
cauſe he knew he uſed that 
truth onely to countenance er= 
ror: And on the ſame ac- 
count, the Apoſtles ( 4&s 16, 
17.) filexced the Spirit of Di- 
vination, andiſet a gag in his 
Mouth when he would have 
defiled the Goſpel by preach- 
ing it, Matthew 4. 6. We 
finde the Devil quotzug Scri- 


pture, 
/ 
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Pture,but /trangely maimed 8& 
peryerted, to make it ſerve 
his own turn ; for one part is 
left out, the other miſapply- 
| ed, We may be lure this Im- 


| poſtour hath never any Er- 


* {| rand but deceit, whatever 
* | Meſſage he ſeems to bring : 
This lyar always mixeth ſome 
truth with his Tale, that may 
{ make way for it to enter into 
belief. For Vice and Falſhood 
maſt {till borrow theaſliftance 
of Vertue and Truth, There 
| isalways true Corn ftrewed 
| under a pit fall ; and they are 
full and weighty ears which 
we daub with Lime to de- 
ceive the poor Birds in a 
| ſnow. In Lotteries there are 
| ſome fewprizes among many 
Blanks to keep up the Game. 
Even 


—_ 
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Evenin the dunghilLot Ma- b, 


homet's Alcoran there are} 
ſome jewels ; and Sergiuc hath þ 


beſpangled & decked it with | 


4 ne 
a 
pi 


ſome parcels and branches of f/ n' 


Scriprure and Chriftianity. 


Yi 


Et partem veri fabula que- i {© 


que tenet. 


This great Deceiver Satan, 
dealeth as Cheaters are or- | 


dinatily wont, who to make 


their Impoſtures moreTurrat 


and paſſable, ule ſome means 
to gain a credit before they 


can cozen, Alchymiſts bring 


forth ſometimes true and real 
Gold out of their Furnaces, 


pretending it made there, F 


which was ſecretly convey'd 
thither, that they may the 
more eafily impoſe upon be= 


lief, Let me beware of Satans 
hook 


f 
[ 


a 
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7 books though covered with 


'e [| never ( 
h ff a bait. 


£2045 and pleaſing 
ough his Pills be 


h | guilded, yet they are poyſo- 
zf |; nous. Though he take the cos 


vering of an Angel of Light 


= || on him, yet by a circumſpe& 
'! eye the black, Fiend may be 


D 
= 

+ | 
5 

4 

d 

{ 

| 


y 


1 


diſcerned under it: There 
ſuſce& him moſt, where his 
pretences are moſt plauſible. 


NXXVI. 
'T He Cinamon Tree is killed 


by water, which quizkens 


other Trees,and makes them 


# fruitful; and Narxe (as Pliny 
ſaith) becomes the dryer for 


f Rain: Itis likewiſe reported, 


/ 


that the ground abonc Ar-« 
magh in Ireland, grows more 
barren 
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2 Cor,2,16 St. Paul tells us of, Thar the | 


barren by being manured. I 
find: as great a wonder that 


fame doArine ſhonid work the 
ſavour of death in ſome, which 


. to others was a ſavour of life 
unto life: and that the preach» 


x Cor. I. 


ing of the Croſs, which is to || 


a 


+8 
| 
(| 


{ 


o 


them that are ſaved, the Power | 
of God, ſhould be to another { 
ſort which periſh, Folly, The y 


ſame l;yht of the word which 
gives to ſound eyes comfort 
and refre/hment, increaſeth 


the Diſtempers of thoſe Eyes 


that are ſore, and makes 
thein ſmart the more; and 
the warmth of it.(for *tis a 
Fire which hath bog theſe 
qualities) may exh/le a fra- 
grant ſayvourtrom thoſe hearts 


that are as a garden which the | 


Lord 


Wy 
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Lord bath planted; and noy- 
ſ ſome ftreams from ſuch as are 


L 
t 
e F corrupt. Thas, what ftays 
e 
1 
C 


the ftomack of one man, will 
(as Phyfians tell us) make an- 
other to regorge :- and the 


he , 
, 


$4 {weeteſt Honey procures in 
0 | * ſome the moſt bitter choler. 


r | RXXXVII, 
Ci Have ſometimes wondred 
ey &@ ataftrange perverſeneſs of 


h j| the 1ſraelites,who when God 
rt | ſlew them, then they ſought him, 
h } and returnedearly: but when 
es | they had Duails to the full, 
3 | and Manna in abundance, then 
id f| they repined and tempted him 
a | moſt: Like ome Dogs, which 
ſe | if you firoak them they will 
a= | ſnarle and be ready to turn 
'ts | upon you ; but if you firike 
he | them, they crouch and fawn : 
rd 'F or 
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or like thoſe things in nature 
which being gently haxdled, 


wil ſting (as Nettles)but being © 


cruſhed hard,they will refle& 
Terent, noſ{mart. That Father in the 
Comedian hit upon the right 
cauſe of his Sons untoward- 
neſs, Mals te docuit mea facili- 
tas multa: and Servants are no 
Philo. wet where more apt :v:wwegatey 
erTay. mT «SNorenv(as Philo phraſeth 
it)ſo to behave themſelves as 
if they had no Maſter, then 
where they moſt experience 
his Lenicy and Goodneſs. 
We may daily obſerve it,that 


$ 


the too genile diſpoſition of 
Governors, «ds Yeurvoul»ory 
is apt to cauſe and cheriily 
thoſe diſcontented & rebellious 
humors,which a rigorous le; 


verity curbs and reſtrain? 
Yea 


Clem. Alex, 
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Yea, the Man after Gods own 
heart, white he was kept in 
Chaſe, and hunted on the 
Mount4ins like a Partridge, 
wasq jealous and ſenſibly con- 
fcientigus; -that, but for cut- 
ting off the skirt of his unjuſt 
and cauſleſs Purſners Gar: 


ment, as though the ſame 


Inftrument had wounded the 
tendereſt part of his ſoul, hz 
beart ſmote him:and yet when 
brought to his caſe and plen- 
ty, and Courtly Jollity, he 
boldly. adventures to fleſh 


t] himſelf inthoſe Crimina devs» 


ratoria ſaluts, Adultery and 


Murther : Whole Camels will - 
| go down now, where a Gnat 
| was [train dat erewhiles and 
| theſe foul ſins,though mingled 


with-Blood, arenot fo foon 
F 2 * diſgorged 
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diſgorge by Repentance, as a 
more innocent aAtion was be- 
fore. Thus a condition of pro- 


ſperity,and affluence, and im- | 


munity from evil, doth -as it 
were debauch the minde, and 
make it grow wanton by ex- 
cels; whereas nature , when 
kept under reſtraint and de- 
preſſion, is capable of Juſt o- 
bedience : as in the Body, a 
high and full Diet, breeds ma« 
ny noxious and - faperfluous 
humors,whereas a ſpare feed- 
ing keeps it both clean and 
healthful. We are moſt fr uit- 
ful ina low eſtate 3 as Trees 
in an humble Vally are fertile, 
but ona high Hill more bar- 
ren. There's as much variety 
in the tempers of our ſouls, in 
reference to the different c6+ 

ditions 
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ditions of Adverfitie and: Pro- 
ſperitie, as there”is in ſome 
Fountains, which in'the night 
are- warm, in the day-1ime 
cold : | or that Indian Taddy 
we read of, which is ſweet be- 
fore the Sun riſeth on it, but 
when warmed with it's beams 
icbecometh ſower.Twaswhen 
he was pamper'd in the Land 
flowing with-Milk and: Honey, 
that Feſurun waxed fat and 
kicked 3 and: became- more 
Linculy then he had been be- 
fore, while -under the Diſci- 
pline-of:the ſcourge in a diy 
and barren.Deſerrt. 
_ -XXXVUL 

N/ F:An that was once in ho- 
M noun, and placed little . 
lower: then' the Angels, having 
loſt his Birth-right,is now be- 
come 


——— 
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come lower then the Beaſts | 
that periſh; and the Scripture. | 
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now ſendeth him to <clrool 
ro chem ;2o the Ant to learn 
ro learn duty to:God;' to the 
Dove ro learn Innocency, to 
the Serpent to learn Wilſe- 
dom: But how many do de- 

fcend fo far even- below their 
© Degraded Eftate, "that they 
tranſcribe theſe Patterns not 
in the good but the evil; and 
whereas they ſhould make uſe 
of them as Tutors and Mo- 
nitors, they 'degentrate: Into 
the very nature of Beaſts, & 
make Nebuchadnezzar's pu- 
niſhmenc their: 4px wap We 
know that Centautes, made vp 
of "half Man and half Beaft, 
came not from. Theſſaly; oo 

a 


ml mm - i wy omg we a, ww A hos woes 


> a> 0 FO Oo. wr 


_—_ 


The Spiritual Bee. 


ELEESAAPIA > coo 


had their original in Piadar's 


 Poetick fancy,he was the Pro: 


methews that faſhioned them : 
& Galen conſidering the ut- 
ter irreconcileableneſs of the 


f410n with principles of Ana 


tomy,is very angry at his vani- 
ty in it: But we may find ma- 
ny fuch Monfters in Morality, 
if we conſider the ſtrange Cil- 
compoſure that is in the ſouls 
of men; where the difference 
is only, that here the Prodigy 
is more wonderful,in that the 
beaſt is placed above the mar, 
paſſion and Iuft above reaſon. 
How muchrather ſhould men: 
endeavour to advance their 
Natures above their preſent 
Sphere, to recover and raiſe 
them rather then thus depreſs 
them ; & if they will needs 


F 4 forſake 
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forſake their humanity, to al- 
ſume the nature of Angels, & 


ſucceed to that vorded Rank 


which the Prince of the morn 
#ng was willing to leave. 
AXRXIX., 
PR Alexander the Fifth, 
who had been fo bounti- 
ful to the Poor, that he had 
left little or nothing eo him- 
ſelf (Records do not abound 
with many ſvch Popes) would 
often take occa/ion to ſay 
merrily of himſelf, That he 
was a rich Biſhep,a poor Cardi: 
nal, and a beggarly Pope. Many 
are thus retrograde in Chriſti- 
anity ; like Nebuchadnezzar's 
Image, the further off from 
the beginning, the more their 
worth and goodxeſs decays; as 
in that, the further from the 
head 
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head the courſer the Metal ; 
their 'fifſt/comment ap Chri- 


| ſtian had”s golden bepitming, 


they 'went on to'z $ ilver pro» 
grefſe; and in the concluſion 
they are all earthy ;' Or as we 
ſee falt Cand'es, they blaze a 
while at firſt kindling with 
fair: hopes and' a clear luftre, 
but they ſoon wear 'out to 
Leaks and Snvffs; and expire 
at laſt 'in ſmvak and ſtench, 
True Saints goe up the Hill to 
Zion, every day bears them a 
ſtep:nearer Heaven; but theſe 
go: down the Hill, and are fur- 
ther from Salvatiah in the e- 
vening of theirlife then whez 
they firſt believe : Whereas 
they ſhould” be: like the Sx 
going' on. from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, vull "they come to 

| F5 theic 
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- true riches decreaſe &.are im» 


tionably goe. deeper down- 


their Merjdian luftre,they ra- 
ther zeſemble him-:as the was 
in 4Aþas's;time when ht food 
fills for in this ſubje&, the 
caſe 13 one,where #o# progre: 
dieſt regredi,he that doth not 
go forward in Chriftianity , 
goes backward ; he is already 
come to a decreaſe of good- 
neſs,that, doth nor firivesfer 
an increaſe of, it. Many {the 
higher they riſe in the world, | 
the more they deſcend-and 
fall in goodneſs; and their 


paired by the increa(e af guts 
ward Accaſſions ': like -Trees; 
which as they advance bigher 
in growth, their roots propors 


ward into the Earth; and as 
Stars, which the higher they 
| are 
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are, the more their beams are 
contraFed and narrowed. The 
Devil efe&s on them what he 
did but tempt our Saviour toz 
no fooner are they raiſed to a 
tiigh Pinacle, but ftraight it 
follows that they caft them- 
ſelves down, and being vlac'd 
on a Mountain, where they 
have a more /arge and allu- 
ring view of the World, they 


| all down before Satan. 


XL. 

I Have ſometimes obſerv'd 

ſuch a thing as a proud has 
mility in the World. Some 
will reje& a meritedcommen» 
dation, onely with a deiire 
ro be commended for rejeAing 
it, and that their eſteem may 
grow by their ſeeming re- 
ſtraint of its increaſe 3 _ 
00 
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. look, one way and rowe ano- 


ther, and ſhun praiſe with a 
greater vainglory ; they hate 
pride, but {o as that there is 
pride in their very hatred of 
it. *T was a ſmart reproof of 
Diogenes, who trampling on 
Plato's rich Bed out of con- 
tempt, was told, that he tram- 
pled on it with more pride then 
Plato poſſeſſed it. Some are 
wont to enquire into the ble, - 
miſhes and crimes of their ow 

Aﬀions and Diſcourſes, on 
purpoſe to hear that it was 
well done or ſpoken,& without 
blemiſh; There may be an e- 
quall vanitie ſometimes in 
prailing and difpraifing our 
ſelves ; for as they who com- 
mend themſelves defire con- 
ſent, and (eck after others ap- 
| probation 


mn SO PRIMA DOG mp = =mG me oo. £6, = © we 


i 


Ran 


The Spiritual Bee. 


I —_— | 


109 
pn 


Probation, (o likewiſe many 
times they who balme rhem- 
ſelvesſeek after oppoſition and 
delire they may be contradi- 
Qed, Such have petty arts and 
contrivancestolay afoundation 
for a Reputation where they 
would ſeem tobe undermining 
It, and cloſely to raiſe an e» 
ſteem where openly they ſeem 
to dehign the ruizing of it. Be= 
cauſe the way to be exalted is 
to be abaſed, therefore they 
will ſeem to caſt themſelves 
down in their own opinion 
that they may riſe in the es» 
ſteem of others. While they 
ſeem to be pouring contempt 
on themſelves, they are drizke 
ing in the waters of Vanity : 
Their humility and modefty 


ts onely Scenical, a drefſe and - 


Maskez 
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Mask;8 ufoally at times they 
are diſcern'd through their 
vizonr; their diſſimulation is 
not of perpetral continuance 
(fifa cith in naturam ſuam re- 
cidunt) 'As the Devil ſome- 
time ſaid of Fob, Touch bim in 
bis body, and ſee if he will not 
curſe thee to thy face ;, ſo touch 
ſuch a man a litile in his re- 
patation,and ſee if he will not 
grow impatient, make an aſ- 
ſault apon his eſteem, 8& (ee if 
his vazity do not caſt off the 
Mantle and betray his humour 
which he feign would - have 
concealed. There's no more 
critical Indication of our ha- 
mility, whether it be ſerious 


or only perſonated, then by | 


this, Whether we are content to 
bear diſpraiſe not only from our 


ſelves but from others, XLI. 
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| XL. F 
FT Meet with an excellent Anton. 
| advice of a Heathen (ſo vs ievrlv 
excellent; that :1 cannot but 
think it: proceeded: from: a 
higher 4i#atethen rhatof his 
own ſpirit, as likewiſe many 
other ſayings, both of the 
ſame and'other..Stoical: Aus 
thors) to procure that which 
in the iſſue is the Goal,which 
all mens purſuits do drive at, 
Contentment 3 widty ane SrAnv 
y & 5 ©8385: $4489, T0 will nothing 
but whot God wills. 'Methinks 
this is like a North-weſt paſs 
ſage;ora ſhorter cut toa Treas 
ſure greater. then that of the 
Indies, to:a haven of Satis- 


faHion and Reft, which-men 


ſeek to arrive togenserally by 
a wide: compaſs ofivain' cone 
trivancess 
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trivances: This.is ſuch an ex- 
cellent Elixer that the very 

4 tozich of it turn's all into Gold, 
This:is thatiPanacean&; Un 
verſalremedy that: preventerh 
and: remove: h all diſcontents, 
frettings, tumulrs and diſquis 
ets, murmurings and diſcon- 
ragements of the ſovl:, and 
puts it into a temper ſo equa 
> /calme: and'{erene;] that it 
doth in a meaſure axticipate 
its futurebappineſcby apreſent 
enjoyment, Forwhen ourwill 
is thus as'it were reſolved-and 
melted into: the will;of God; 
we ave all thatiwe deſire, & 
nothing can happen to us but | 
what we will, and; what more- 
peedcth there to make us hap» |e/; 
#3 here.?.Fhis is a ligher-de- þ} 1, 
gree then meer ſubmitting our Þac] 

*#9501803137 ſelves 
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ſelves ro Gods will (which 
yet is a high attainment)for ir 
makes the Divine Will and 
ours to be the ſame: This is 
the ready way to procure 
riches and howours & pleaſures, 
ot by uſing endeavours to 
zdde to our Wealth, Reputa- 
ion, and carnal Enjoyments 


(for thus we finde by expe- 


rience, That he that;hath 
moſt,hath greateſt wazt in his 


ItoreJbut by a more compendi- 


ous and leſs tireſome way, by 
detraGing from our deſires,” & 
by reducing them to a due 
proportion; and thus we {hal 
inde it true, that he hath 
oft that hath as much as he 

defireth: as he is not Rich 
hat hath mwch,. but he that. 
ath exough ; nor the Indigent 

that 
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that hath /ittle, but he that 
craves more; for we are not-|by 
rich or poor; happy or unhap- |th 
py, hononrable or mean, (oth 
muth according to the proportt« | 
o# of what we poſſeſs, as of what 
we defire, -Therefore | com<jwl 
mend his anſwer, who when|wj 
his friend. wiſhed him that the[hi: 
Gods would give-him what<|aty 
ever he Uelired 3 nay, ratherou 
Fartbl. in (fa th he)that the z would give an 
vitaPy* me to defire but what they gzve,|for 
thag. | XL thi 
 WiHen Nebuchadnezzar|wi 
ſtraightly begire Feruſa-|up 
lem and they were reduced to[thi 
extremities, the Jews made[tye 
a ſolemn Covenant with God|the 
to diſmiſs their Servants andſbu; 
ſer them free : bur no ſoonet]gs 
had the King removed hifthe 
| fiegeroc 


a 
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t ſiege, and left the City open, 
I but they reverſe and repeal 
p» [their Yow, and brivg back 
o-|their Servants to their for- 


1 |mer bondage. SUNOS 


at | How oftendo we find ſuch 
n-|whom God hath beleagur'd 
*N|with an affli&ion, or planted 
he his battery afgainſt by a diſeaſe, 
t-|and feemed-ro have marked 
er|out for death;make covenants 
veſand promiſes for a future Re- 
ve, formation; & of putting away 
their fin ; which yer,when he 
ar| withdraws his Terrors, & puts 
a-|up his Arrews:, or cauſeth 
to]the Sickneſs' to retreat,'thoſe 
deſtyes do no more binde them 
odthen the JFiths did Sampſon ; 
ndJbut thzy ariſe and go out,and 
eds a5. at other times: ' while 
hiftheir backs. ſmart under the 
gcqrod,and they fit on the mar- 

p gent 
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gent of the grave, their ſpi- | 
rits /toope, the'r paſſions are |! 
broken and the heat of them | Eg 
aflwaged, their thoughts are: | 1 
humbled to a Sobriety ; then to. | al 
be liberal of Promiſes is an ea- |/7 
fie Bounty 2. but. when the lc 
ftorm is over and they return |18 
to'their former freedome. and; |Of 
delight. in. ſe:ſib{e:Converſes; |a « 
then-they. are; hidebound and. |gr 
reſtrain'd" in.-performances, 8 |th, 
reſcind former engagements 2 |Pe 
the. fighes of their fick bed/th 
which they turned intoipents for 
tent groaxs are now: vanithed the 
into -azre and forgotten z, the reti 
fad refleFions on their former| -] 
vanity's , the ſerious Recol- pict 
leA&ions of their way's, whichpt | 
they were: reduced to whenfhe 
the fleſh: late. uncalily uponÞoy 
them,and dwelt in ſorrow, areþhe 
| now 
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- | Pow as little thought on, as 
e | the dolorow accents of their 
n | grief, When they are come 
e.| newly out of the Farzace of 
o.| affligion, while the ſwell of 
)- [fire is yet on them they are 
e |ſcrupnlous and texder'; but it 
-11-|1s but as thoſe who come out 
14 |of a hot ove, that ſhrizk, from 
8;:\4 cold atr at firft, but- by de+ 
id. grees are ſoon brought to 
& |their former hardineſs of tem» 
$2 per if. the ſoul be not chaged, 
edhovgh there may for a while 
ni» ſome religious colour appear n 
edthe mans face, he will at laſt 
he return to his former habzt. 

er| -It was therefore wiſe ad- 
ol- vice which Theodoricus Biſhop 
ichpt Colein gave to Sigiſmund 


zenfhe Emperor,who —y 


2onÞow he might be direQe 
arefhe way to Heaven, he an- 
ow {wered 


— 
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-(wered; If thou live ſo as thou 
 promiſed|t in. a painful fit of 


ments, the thunder, darkneſs 


the Gout or Stoxe. The Tſrael- 
ites, when they had been hum: 
bled with the voice out of the 
fire, the uproar in all the Ele- 


and terror of Mount Horeb, 
were very prodigal of their 
promiſes, All theſe things will 
we do» but God forefaw , 


though they ſpake as they in- 


tended in that diſtreſs, that] i 


they would after be no leſs 
#iggardly in their performan- 
ces 2. 0 that there were ſuch a 


ge 
At 


BO 


heart in them ! and what-peo« 
ple ever more rebellious then 


ſhe 


they?Never was a heart hard 4: 
ex then. Pharaoh's; and yet|he 
upon the repetztiv of every wh 
plague, how conchant is :thejto 


Lyon ! khaw doih he fawa & 
crouch 
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crouch to the power which his. 
ftubbornneſs incenſed ! at eve« 

=] ry ftroak, how he crys our, 

#: | Spare me this once, and I will 

e | offend no, more ! And atlergth 

2. | When Death had made all X# _ 
(s| gypt at once to ring with Paſ- 2" 
b, | (1g-Belis, & his Palaces were 

ir] even invaded by that king of 

jll] terrors, he ſuddeply gives the 

7 ,| Iſraelites a diſmiſs10n, and; as 

a-| it were thruſts them forth, as 

at] if he could not be ſoon e- 

eſs] nough rid of them, Riſe up, 

n«| get you forth from among us : 

þ a] And yetno ſooner were they 

20s gone, but the ſtream of his pa- 

zen] ſhon hath a reflux,being on]: 

rd diverted by that Ftp 

yet] he makes afcer them withthe 

ery whole poſſe of his Country 

theſto fetch them back again. 

a & Lord, let never my holy 

uch reſ0- 
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reſolutions go. away with my 
AfﬀiQions, nor my Health 
diſpenſe with the Vows. of 
_ my Sickneſs : Let me not, 
when I have in my diftreſs 
found ſanFuary in thy mercy 
as a Votary, in my enlarged 
condition indulge my ſelf rhe| * 
looſneſs of a Libertine : Let| * 
me quit my credit, and faith-| * 
fally pay my vows, and dif+| ' 
charge the hoxds | have entred 
into with thee in my zeceſi- 
tous and low ſtate. Letim| . 
munity from evil never ren-|h 
der me ſuch a franger to 
what I were in di/treſs, thatob 
_ 1 ſhould recoy! from my proto 
miſes, and diſown them. Pa: 
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- A MISCELLANY, &c. 
& ©), TheSecond/Part-. 
red [. 


ft-| Þ T is now no new advertiſe» 
-m+| I ment that the Spirit of God 
en-| bimſelf«doth inScripture make 
. to\ufe of heatheniſh ſpeechesiand 
hatobſervations,, and apply them 
proto A Spirituzl 'uſe. Thus St, 
Paul took notice of aPaganiſh 
Infcription of an/Altar dyrdsv 


+, and. begun:his. Servn to ,- 
the Athenians. aft that Text': .. 
Q A *\ and 


— 
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and in the ſame place v,28.he 
quotes one of their Poets, Aras 
tus, 3 3; oO iewin, As allo 
Menander, x Cor:15.33. #4l- 
euny 139 Youd” ow nxiat- xa 
And Callimachus (or Epiment: 
des)Tit. 1, 12, KgiTes 67 iivoar 
&c. And Fames 1.17.we have 
a perſetHexameter verſe,ion 
ors 83803; &c. and a Youble 
Fambick 2 Pet, 2, 27. Surely 
the warranty of ſuch an Ex- 
ample will give-good:ground 
for our making uſe of the 
borrowed helpes.of humane 


we deal with them as God 
commanded the 1ſraelites to 

deal with the Canaanitiſh Caps 
tives, if they would wed them 
Deut.21, tO ſhave their bead; & pair off 
19,11, thtir nailes, &c." if we __ 
\ nem 


Writers in Sacred things, ſo 
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them of their paganiſh ſuper- 
floities. For ſurely it would 
refle& injuriovi{ly upon the 
wiſdom of God, to think that 
he hath given the Gold and 
Freaſures of Arts & Learning, 
the ſpoiles of the Ag yptians, 
to be converted and made uſe 
of onely for the making of a 
golden Calf (ſuch are all other 
(ubje&s compared with di- 
vine) rather then to be appli- 
ed co the uſe of the SanGuary, 
andthe Service of God, as 


| Exo4.35. to the building and 


adorning of the Tabernacle: 
ſo be, that they be made to 
paſſe through the fire (as the 
Midianitiſh gold and hilver, 
Num.31.22; )and be through- 
ly refined and purg'd from 

A 2 their 
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their heatheniſh drofſe. He 
that furniſhed Cyrus with 
treaſure and riches of ſecret 
places, for the building of his 
Temple, Ezra 1. 2. doubtleſs 
had an eye to the framing and 
edifying of his Church in that 
light of knowledge and litera» 
ture with which he hath im- 
beliſhed ſuch writers, Hagar 


muſt not bear children to her 


ſelfe, and her Miftreſs Sarab 
obtein none by her ;, and as 


long as this Handwaid hath 


her cyes towards her Miftreſs 
in due ſubſerviency, and is 
obſervant of her dire&ion , 
while ſhe ſeeks not to rule in 
the houſe, why ſhould ſhe be 
caſt out ? Eligs did not nauſe- 
ate or reje&the food that was 
brought to him by aRaven,anſ , 
| unclean 
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uicleane creature under the 
Law. 


IE. 


he Mahometans are wont 

at their entrance into 

their Moſquits (or Churches) 
to put off their ſhoves and 


leave them behind them: and 


ſo when they be in their Jevo- 
tions they top their ears, & fix 
their eyes,that their thoughts 
be not diverted. When we 
enter into the houſe of God 
we ovght to take heed unto our 
goings : 'the ſhoos we are to 
put off (as Moſes when he en- 
tred upon ho'y ground ) are 
worldly and carnal affe tions; 
we muſt deveſt our ſelves of 
all earchly encombrances, not 
bring that intoGods preſence 
A3 which 
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which may profane his Sandu- 


ary, but waſh our hands in In» 


aocency before we compaſs his 
Altar: much leſs may we car- 
ry into his houſe any reſoſu- 
tions of fin, or allowed & che- 
riſhed inclinations to it; for 
this were to enter not onely 
with ſhooes on, but with feet 
hlthy & bernired, which can- 
not but pollute the ground we 
tread on, and cauſe God not 
only to be angry at, but hate 
and abominate us. And when 
we.are engaged in daties of 
worſhip, a ftri& guard moft 
be kept on our Sexſes, that 
they be not inlets to that 
which may ſteal away our 
Hearts, and through their 
Treachery our Sacrifice be 
not found (what the Heathens 
counted 
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counted Prodigious in their 
Vidimes ) without a Heart, 


p =p 
OE: * # ; N 
Wi a | 


-- A Vine which i oye of the 
£7 moſt fruitful of Trees, 
{made uſe of by God to com: 

Pare the Chriſtian unto) ifie 
ze left to Its natural excree 


(cericies, unregarded ahd un- 


pruned , ſhootes forth into 
many ſuperfelons branches 
and ftemmes, and ſpendeth 
its moſt generous ſtrength that 
way,- and (o becometh weak 
and fruitleſs. If God ſhould 
leave the beft Chrifian to the 
vitious exorbitances of his 
own heart and affe&Qions, and 
not curb ahd prune them, and 
retrench the extravagancy of 

A 4 his 


_ T 


the Spiritzal Bee. 


his defires,his-Brength would 
beſpent on that which profi- 
teth not, and he would ſoon 
grow barren and uſelefle, 


Thereis necd that both by his , 


veftraining grace he reduce & 


Timit our deſires, and-by the 
ſharpneſs of afflition he cut 


ſhort and check their excre 

ſcencies, - Foneh grew Fond 0' 
his Gourd, and God ſmore it, 
and therein nipt and reſtraind 
the unrulineſs of his Spirit, 
which would have ſpent his 
love and delight on a, filly 
plant, - Hezekga*s pride was 
grown to fuch a height, - that 
he muſt needs vext it-by, boa- 


ſting of his treaſure ; but God þ; 


blaftetb it by ſending thg C bal, 
deans to plunder him. When 
mine heart doth irregularly 
111 


_ fr, nl —@— = 


The Spiritual Bee, 


131 


| 


714 out after vanity, let the - 
ſmart of thine hand corre& 


my wandrings, and tame the 
wildnefſe of - my affe&ions. 
Better I ſhould bleed by thy 


'| pruning hook,then be cut down 


by thy Axe as withered-and 
fruitleſſe, and caſt ixto the burs 
nag. | , 


IV. 


X/E may obſerve that light- 
W ning doth work with 
more. patency and force, 
where it meeteth with the 
greateft refiftance; and a&eth 
more on that which hath hard 
and firmly compa&ed parts, 
then on what's ſoft and yield- 
ing, and giveth eaſe paſſage 
oit : hence it is, that it hath 

en ſometimes ſaid to paſſe 

| A5 through 
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through the ſcabbard without 
any effe& on it, and to melt 
the ſword in it ; hence alſo 
the hard Oak and firm Cedar 
are expoſed to its force', and 
feel its effe&ts, when the Bay 
which is of a more yielding 
tender vature, is paſſed over 


untouched by it. The judgments. 


of God in their working are 
much accommodated to the 
temper of the Subjeas on 
which they light, Where they 
meet with a ſtubborn, unpliant 
enemy, they fall with greater 


force, and are moſt preſſing 
and heavy ; they will break, 
- Where they cannot bow : the 


fooliſh heart (Prov. 19)fretteth 


-- againſt the Lord, be i careleſs 


and rageth; but whats the cb 
tet? The man that hardneth 
bis 


— TbeSp 
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his neck when he i rebuked,ſhall 
ſaddenly be defiriyed, and that 
withont remedy: thoſe that are 
as wildBuls m the'et of God, 
theit.own fury andrrage doth 
but the more entangle,. per- 
plex; and weaken them z but 
where God meeteth with ſouls 
of a fofs. complying'and obe= 
dient temper, his dealings are 
decordingly. geatle,he :aflieth 
them lightly, and doth not [tir 
up all by wrath; he doth bur 
ſhake his rod'over them, with 
which he lefeth thie backs of 


| others. In this reſpe&, becauſe 


God doth thus wiſely $& care« 
fally diſtinguiſh berweeno the 
different ſtates and tempers of 


leſs 
ef 
neth 

his 


he Patients he dealerh with, 
e is faid to correg us in fFudg- 


nl. 
| V. 
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N-cindifcreet, imprudent. 

. "reproof 'hath ufually:a' 
double ill effe& : firſt, inthat 
by the fault of the manager 
(as a good ſtory may be quite: 
ſpoild in therrelating) the a&i- 
on in its'felfe gdodh is. rendred; 


for the: preſent .jrkſome : and 


tedious : as aplaifter laid on 
the wrong ſide may only ſmart 
when ow the right. it. would 
have cured. And next, in that: 
it ſeaveth a prejudice behind 
it very diſadvantageous at the 
like fature occa(ion. ' A good 
fock,of prudence and caution 
is in no- duty morerequilite 
then in this of Chriftian re- 
proof, which requires ſuch an 
exact 


——- 
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exa&t obſervation of-circums 
ſtances,rime,manner,perſons, 
&c..'r0 awiſemanagementiof 
it As:k debre nexes £orafh 
that tacite;part:of a-Flatteregy 
with /ilence ſeemingly:to ſogth 
and.cheriſh him that deſerves 
reproof; and by a Friendly 
Cruelty to betray him into a 
ſecurity : ſo I think ic both 
more 'fafe and more: wiſe to 
tarry on the ſhoye,rather then 


wind will be contrary,and beat 


| me-back: againe with\bruiſes: 


and rents, Where the perſon 
hath ſo much of the ſwine and: 
dog in him,that he will tram- 
ple under feet inftrufion and 


Jreproof, .and turn againe and 
rent me, Chrifts prohibition: 


warneth us not to diſpence 
holy 


| 
PX 
P. 
Lhd 


lanch forth, when I know the © + 
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Luk.9.5. hbly things} nor to caſt pearls 
to him. When the doſe meets 

eth withfiich foughnk kumors 

chat it doth bat ſtir and anger 

_ them, '\nor- purge” them. outs 

there moſtly it is more wiſely 
withheld then adminifired.. - : 


[4 
5 Ny, 4 (% a" ll 
| Mark 14. CO" Ifind beforehis paſs 


Mat-26. \_{/ fion; repeateth the ſame | v 
44- prayer thrice, Father if it.be. |01 
Poſfible,&c. which yet is/fo far: [nc 

from a Tantology, that there! 

is init the diviveft Art of Rhes' 


great evidence of the ſtrong 
intention and affe ion of the Þlic 
mind:as it-was the overflowingiſro: 
of compaſſion, which double 
the Compellation in that, 0 
Feruſalem, | 


mm—_ 
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Feruſalem, Feruſalem,thou that 
killeſt the Prophets; and of love 


; | hath defired to ſift thee: and the 
, | ſweet Singer of Iſrael is no 
where more Patheticel, then 
where he twice doubles the 
: | Note, Sing praiſes to our God 
) | ſing praiſes; fing praiſes to our 
1 | King, ſing praiſes z all crowded 
C | within the compaſflſe of one 
\e |verſe:he found ſo much melody 
be. | on that ffriag, that he could 
ax: not leave barping on it. Heaven 
xe: cannot be proof againſt a Peti- 
hes' 


s 4 |it, it peirceth the more forcibly 
oVg' where it is ſo by renewed ap= 
the plications driven home. Ina 
ring [rong Prayer a force is uſed up» 
Jed'Þn Heaven, !the violent take-it' 

0 force, and when the firokes. 

A come 


, 


in that, Sim10n, Simon, Satan 


tion fo often darted towards 


137_ 
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What Jonger then the reſt (as 
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come fo thick,, and are ſo ur» 
ge by. redoubling, there can 

eno reſiſtance. But further l 
obſerve likewiſe that our 'Sae 
viours latter prayer is ſome- 


* _ 
+ 0 mn Y [ —'Y F=<=y 


the wave which comes laſt 
ſwells higheſt) his mind was | 
#1flamed to a greater fervency 
in the'progreſſe;inſomuch that 
at' laſt his. ardeacy brake our 
into a ſweat, a (weat of þlood. | 
But how often do 1 find that 
my vigor and fervency rather [7 
looſe then gain'ground of my [#* 
deadnefſe-and coldneſs in the P<C 
continuance 3 my hands fall f*/ 
and my deſires fink; the fayls [# 
flagge, which ar firſt ſetting hec 
out (it.may:be) ſeemed tofi2" 
have aifull gale. This yieldeth f*'- 
ſufpicion;that the work is not - 
\; 0 VF 


{hould be ; for All natural mo- 
tions increaſe their ſwiſtneſſe 
the more near they draw to their 


vos ; 
1212049. VII. 


T N Civill Converſes., thoſe 
whom we are nat acquain- 
ir (<a wich, we cannot find that 
4, Plealantneſſe and. reliſh in 
their ſociety,as we do in their 
Fonverſe which familiarity ſea= 
oxeth with a delightful gu/t 3 
ecauſe where we -converſe 
ext P* ffrangers It is with ſome 4i- 
vis (ance, and as it Were. under 
ing beck and reſtraint (as in a 
o frange Country we will not 
«th [\Y<nFure (any thing abroad 
not irthout.gaard.or convoy) and 
' (of 99t without a kind of unca- 


fineſs 


fo naturaliz'd to-.-me as it. 
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fineſs ; but where as famzliars | 
we have more freedome and 
openefſe, If we transfer this |, 
Experience- to- oar- ſpiritual j 
Entercourſe with God, *wehky 
ſhall find the.caſe very coinci-þ 
dent ; ſurely it would be farſy, 
more guaſtfall 'and delightfulſh, 
ento-us, if'we did not by outþn 
negled of it keep our ſelves ſtillth 
as firangers to him, Frequeni,; 
Cy in our acceſſes would breedpye 
a familiarity, that we mightþg; 
converſe with God with thagh 
freedome with which friend 

6pen their hoſomes one to anoFhe 
ther;we ſhould be more exlargen, 
ged in our Addrefſes,and tha ioh 
would make them have +4 
more pleaſa xt reliſh to'us; By js 
often treading! the Way, ! We ey 
ſhall bear ont a'path - rl@rin, 

thronq 
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14. 


r9 [throne of grace, free from 
d [that uneaſineſs & diſcourage- 
19 Went which in unfrequented 
ways we meet with : want of 
Valſe makeththat irkſome,which 
Cl-btherwiſe would be pleaſant, 
farHe who beſtoweth the fre- 
ullþuenteſts vifits on Heaven , 
zurfinds himſelfe moſt welcomed 
tilthere,and hath the beſt exter- 
eniuinment; and he who cometh 
eedftneſt , will till defire to 
zhttome oftneſt. Therefore ler 
haQhoſe who eſteem that, as void 
navf delight in its ſelfe, which 
noFheir own negligence onely 
targendreth ſo, learne to'judge 
haFighteouſly,and impute the ef- 
© &@& to its genuine cauſe: Mans 
'BJÞa is here to be gathered, if 
' Whey would come out and 
tlFring pots to veſſel it up. The 
of Table 


I42 
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Cant. bids his Gueſts be merry; Eat, 


L 
Table lies ſpread, and Chritt , 


S.I. O Friends, drink,, yea drink, as| 


| bundantly ; but they ftand offj}V 


as ſtrangers, and will not beſ[!/ 


among his Friends, Tl 
n 


VHI. % 
QAlt-peter, though it ſelfo"? 
-obſervedto be of a fiery 
nature, yet being mixq"* 
with lue. warm watec, at firl® 
it conteſteth with ir,bat when 
overcome and diſſolved by itÞ<c 
the water becometh abnq1 
dantly more cold then other7} h 
wiſe it would have been, And 8 
that water which hath beef 
warmed, and after returneti"0! 
to its native temper, becomeFJ's 
more cold, and more ſabjeF'#! 
a - 
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54] to be frozen, then that which 
at, hath not felt the fire. The con» 
4.) Victions of the Spirit of God, 
offiwhere they do not work. a 
belthorough change,the heart be. 
cometh afterward benumm'd 
nto a greater coldneſſe and 

| deadneſs. A (firitual Relapſe 
is very pernicious: where God 
:1abath been knocking and ſent 
=paWay with a repulſe, in judg- 
3 ent he will ſuffer another bay 
5-09 be clapt on that door, and 
nake the ſinner more hard- 
ed. He that hath conquered, 
"inJÞh< £00d motions and defires 
\er#bich heaven kindled in him, 
\ nÞ given Over to a more repro 
eeqate ſenſe (as the. temper of. 
<thfon is-more hardned by.be=, 
meg quenched after it hath been 
5e® eated in the forge.) No fin- 
<q ner 


y It 
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ner doth more eagerly wal- 


bow inthe mire, then he that 


' returneth to it after he was once 


waſhed : and the Dog will not 
calily again caſt up that Vomit 
which after his firſt diſgorging 
he hath licked up. Where the 


unclean Spiritaſter his depar-|. 
tare for @ ſeaſon, in his return]: 
frndeth the ſoul empty of Chriſt, |-: 
{wept and voided of all graci- P 


ous diſpofitions,and garniſhed 
with whatſoever vice may ſuit 


the entertainment of fo un-P! 


LI 


e 


dean a Gueft, his reentrancef« 
is with new Attendance, andP!7 
his Hold is rendred ſevenfoldÞ©" 
more impregnible then. be-jevi 
fore ; he taketh to himſelfe thq90: 


Hack\company of ſeven: otherf 


Oo 


ſpirits worſe then himſelfe, andpe*! 
that mans laſt eſtate is worſe(d8 


then 
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7. | then bis firſt. Lord,let me ne. 
ver quench thofe fparkes -- 
which I ſhonld. be alwaies - 


ce |: 


wy. ſelfe fewell for a flame, 
16 | That ſhall never be quenched, 


rn]: E%. .- 


vickhe mountaine Feſuvzue, that 
1n-emight diſcover.the mayner 
«ceand cauſes, of thoſe fiery Eras 
ndptions (in Natures Kill), was 
1/4Pevourcd by.them, and made 

efewell to that, by which. he 
 thqbougbt-to.haye encreaſed his 
berfnowledge 3 and ſo foun bis 


andfeath.in his #00 bold advance in 


orſe gueſt of that Myftery of Nas» 
thett _ ure 


 — —_ 


| quickning and kindling into a 
yY | left. by (o Fi 


<G.[PLing(as his Nephey,cels.us) Plin-Epift 
,e4|. out of curiofity-prying into 4% £416, 


m— 
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cure. Surely'to be too curions | 


. poſed to our view. If we lougs| p 


in our Enquiries and Reſear- | 
ches into the Myſteries of God, | 

cannot;/but be dangerous.God | 
hath drawn a Veile over ſome | 
cthidgs, and if we are ſo bold] | 
as to go about to lift it up, he| x 
may juſtly ftrike us with| y 
blindnefſe, even in thoſe] ; 
things which were before ex-| (| 


after ſuch Forbidden Fruit,|y 
God may by a flaming {word{|j, 
ſet fo tura to all points of thieſg, 
Compaſſe ; keep ys not onlyſhe 
from the Tree of Life and|g; 
Knowledge, but from all og 
Bi =_ in his —_— - bes 
+4 might corgeto the Hill,but.,, 
Rats the Fs Bulh, Com in 
Phe fink mightr1. 


not Þither 3 | Ac 
have proved -a'con _ ho 
$7411 J's 
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. tohim.Ifthe waves of the Sea 
have their limits ſet, hitherto 
| Jhall ye go; mnch- more man's 
d| preſumption and curiofity : 
E | And what ſecurity can he give 
&| himſelfthat will boldly invade ' 
1 | the Privacies.whichian infinite. 
th] wiſedome hath /oched up in 
{e| concealement, and break down 
X-| the Excloſures which the All- 
g#| mighty hath ſer up. Cannot 
nt] we be content to be admitted 
rdiinto his H ouſe except: we ran. | 
heffack his cloſet and Cabinet ; to! 
nlybe of his court except we behis 
malSecretaries? If we have an eare 
Oo here-where God hath: no 
Motongue to ſpeake, he may juftly 
buttauſe us to have no eye to read. 
oMyhere he hath a hand towrite, 
iphtris dangerous preſumption to: 
my reake open GT 0,0 gae. 
CL , | [0 
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in queſt after the knowledg of 


that, which he hath therefore 
hidden that we might not 
knowit. He whois not con» 
tent to look on the Sumwhere 


his raies are refra&ed through 


a cloud, will-burt looſe his fight 
by /tarizg on-him-in his #aked 
brightneſs. | 

Wt 


; Ne that had a thorn'ron 
| into his foot of which he 


cook: ſmall notice, till it after. 


cauſed an inflamation, and 


Gangrene, which ſoon' (eiſed 


on his whole legge, was yet 


unwilling to undergoe an ex-: 
cifton to prevent-it's farther” 
ſpreading; but at" lengch it! 
{6ized on his vitalls and pro-' 


ved 


Wet... & © FD ey”. OTC 


<< 


-as 


\ 


[ 
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| landevergavea'Cradle to, or dent of 


) ved mortal. The event of this 


- 
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diſafter when told me, made 
me conſider how many inlets 
there are unto death,and how 
the moſt contemptible thing 
may be Harbinger to that 
King of terrours ; examples of 
the like kind are frequent in 
ſtory. of Fabius choaked by a 
hair, Pope Adrian by agnat 
flying into his — 
by the ſtone of a grape &c-One &;, + 3z,.2 | 
ofthe braveſt S olries thatEng- =»  —_ | 


Ireland a Grave, having re- Munfler. 
ceived a light hurt,beneath his 
high mind to ſtoopto the dreſs 
fing of it,by negle&ing it loft 
his life: And we read of atio= Cambdent 
ther whom the prick of a nee. £1ix, 

dle under the naile of his 

thambe ſent out of the world. 

RE Surely 


| 
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with me before the next,if the 
leaſt prick of my foot may 


paſſage be a dore wide enough 
for it to come in at, and the 
ſoul togo out at, Any thing 
from the bow of death, when 
our appointed time -is comegmay 
be a ſure Arrow to hit the 

_ markeza thorn may be as mor 
[ral as a ſword. Though nature 
had never expoſed our bodies 


Plings lift informe us we are 


- :.;;ACcountant would find upon 


might be ſer muchbigher with« 
Our any exrour in the ſtating 
| O 


- 


Surely 1 cannot be. certain this. 
day whether death will lodge -- 


make way for it; if the (malleft - 


co the aſſaults of an army . of 
goo diſeaſes ( far fo many - 


infeſted with, & a more:exa&_ 


— _ 
— — om oo, -_ bm < > 


__ = —_— 


- enquiry that the number, | 


. ' 
—, 
— —  —— - þ <x > 
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_ of ic.) yet the variety of in- 
 ſtramears, chances, ſtates, and 


circumſtances of life which we 
lie open unto,might adminiſter 


fuffciently unto the wombe 


oi death, Let me be prepar#d 
for that by every thing and at 
all crimes, which may come at 
any time & by any thing,muſt 
come one time or another, I 


| hallnot haſten my death by 


being fill ready for it, but 
make it leſs terrible and de- 
prive it of its ting. He that 


 Jooks for | death daily, ſhall 


never meet it the ſooner, but 


thebe tter and the more joy- 


fully. 
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Himei when eager in the 
parſuit and ſearch after his 
Renegades, was unmindfalt 
of the injunRion Solomon had 
laid on him, and the. limits he 
had confined him to, and ſo 
ventured the loſs of his life for 
the fndingof his ſervants.God 
hath made lawes that mighe 
limit and circumſcribe the 
waies and a&ions af men, and 
hath-menaced death fox che 
tranſgreſſion if them; but maſt 
men are {o earneſt in the pur- 
$:it of traniztory things riches 
and pleaſures (which are but 
fervants and ſhonld not come 
mand ovr deiires ) that the 
minde not the bounds which, 
God 


—_— 
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God hath  preicribed, them. 
While.they are in the heat of 
their;range, and carier ui fin, 
there is no time for a- ſober 
weighing of that ſtartling 'ques 
ftion, What will the end of theſe 
things be? or for a ſerious re- 
flexion on the terrour of that 
threatning voice, the ſoul that 
finneth it ſhall dye. The Volap- 
tuous man will as little own 
any bounds ſet tomoderate his 
pleaſures, as rivers do acknow- 
ledge their bankes when they 
(well and ſpread themſelves 
out of their. due channel: the 
Ambitious man is as vajt and 
widen his aimes and hopes as 
the bounlefs Ocean : the Co- 
vetous tradeſ{-man can inch his 
meaſure, and foift in falſe 
weights & uſe the .ballance ot 
B 4 deceit 
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deceit, while he mindeth ones 


by his gain, & confidereth not 
that' his conſcience is fold in 
the bargain. Lord let mene- 
ver endanger the loſs of my 
foul in the unlawfull or un- 
warranted purſuit of any tem- 
poral good, | 


X11. 


IN the rebellion of Corah, 


Dathan & Abiram wherein 
they roſe up againſt Moſes and 
Aronto bereave the one of his 
rule, the other of his pricft- 
hood;it was a diſmal terrifying 
fizhr ro ſee their puniſhment; 


'the earth to open under them 


and ſwallow them up alive & 
cloſe her mouth on them;that 


which is wont to be only a 


grave 
— 


— CS 
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grave tobe their executioner: 
Inſomuch that | do not won= 
der chat the people(which by 
Gods command were al! called 


 thither to be ſpe&atours) all 
' that were round about fled at the 


cry of them;tor they faid,lejt the 
earth ſhould devour us alſo : for 
though they, were notguzty of 
the conſpiracy;yet the horror 
of ſuch a ſight could not. but 
affriten them to ſeek for ſe- 


"curity. If we might in like mans 


ner ſe how rebellious impeni- 


tent ſinners go hence into the 


Pit of deftruion, if we might 
in v;{ble manner behold how 
hell opens her mouth to re- 
ceive them ; and how they fall 
into the womb of death which 
is cloſed upon them to all eters 
pity; ſurcly it would make us 
= #% mm 
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tremble & flee, endeavour to 
avoid the danger and ſeek 
out for a refuge, left it ould 
devour us 3 their deftru&ion 
would put as on vigorous En- 
deavours of working out our 
ſalvation with feare and trem- 
bling;and the ſad evils of theit 


death would be a means to re- 


medy, 3nd cure the ſinful evils 
of our life. That which we 
cannot ſee by an eye of ſenſe, 
we may diſcerne with an eye 
of faith, ler it therefore have 
theſame effe& 'on us as 5e- 
ring thatir would as vitabt y 
cen, 


1 xm. 


Subtle Lawyer defireth 
4 Ano more advantage in ar 


"hold 
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hold which he would take in a 
conveyance then many words; 


ſomewhat he will find to .fa- 
ften on, and will fo blaxch the 
matter, that that ſhall ſeem 
plauſible at laft, which ar firſt 
had no ſuch uppearance.l date 
the beginning of the Fall from 
thence, where Eve took the 
boldneſs to hold chat with the 
Serpent if once we enter into 
a diſcourſe with the Tempter, 
and proceed (o far as to /ifter: 
to him, we are ha If wonne al- 
ready;there is a ready paſſage 
for him from the eare to the 
heart. Where ſuch a Sophifter 
is admitted to reaſox the caſe 
and our ears are open and 
our tongues fr. e, the matter 


18 as (ure given 1þ as if it had 


been yellded without diſppte, 


12-95 
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Evil and Errour is of it felfe 
inſinuative and plauſible much 
more when managed by ſo 
ſabtle and perſwaſive a Rheto- 
rician, K the divel be enter- 
tained in our Parlor he will 
ſoon get a lodging in our bed- 
chamber, if we give him eafie 
entrance into an Outwork,he 
will ſoon poſſeſs himſelf of the 
City. Therefore ſtop thine 
eares at the voice of this Helliſh 
Charmer : Afﬀoon as he ad- 
drefleth himſelf ro a tempta- 
tion ſend him going with an 

Avoid Satan, | 


KLV.. 


Þ ſeemed firange to me 
when | firſt —_— 
Ra of nat 
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that ſome venomous: thi.gs 
wonld ye'ld an ' Antidote 'to 
their own poyſon; and that 
the viper will afford a'remedy 
againſt the deadlineſs of his 
own fting; and ſince | have 
learned that. it is.a frequent; 
thing in Chymiſfiry roextra@X! 
Alexipbarmicall- Medicines: 
out of things which in them» ' 
ſelves are moſt noxious and 
deftruQive ; thus the Artitft- 
will make Mercury and Antis 
mony, deadly poyſons, by 


the power of his operation to- 


yeild remedies of rareVertae: - 
Weread of a Plant alfo in the" 
Weſt Indies whoſe- leaves are? 
venomous, and yet the root 
of ic, is an excellent Antidote, 
Let me not then wonder that 
he who brought al! things 2d 
a pp 


oo 
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"of wothing and light out of 


* darkneſs can educe good out 


of evil; thar this Omnipotent 
Chymift can out of fi: draw a 
Reftorative®lixir, and make 
the poyſoxed darts of Satan 
prove Antidotel; that he can 
make our diſeaſe aff:rd a Me- 
dicine; that he can out of the 
Gall and  Wormwood of Af- 
fifion .extraft.a 2uiztefſence 
of Pleaſure, and ſublime tears 
Into, ſpiritual Joy, Let me 
admire and adore thee Lord, 
not only for thy grace and 
love in our Salvation, but for 
thy Power and Wiſedome in 
the. methods of it, 


| 
| 
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'Fz Apoftle compareth 
thoſe ſubtle impoſtures 


| by which FaRours for Hell 


drew men alide from the faith 
tothe embracing of ſtrange 
Po&rines, unto Witchcraft, 
Gal. 3. 1. O fooliſh Gallatians, 
who hath bewitched you. And 
2 Tim. 3. (where hepainteth 
out the condition of the laſt 
dayes in ſuch lively colours,as 
if the ftate of our unhappy 
ages had been preſent before 
his 6yes ) he parallel's the ſe- 
ducers with Phayohs ſorcerers 
and ' Magicians, Fannes and 
Fambres who withftoodMoſes, 


| Whay flrange effefts of this 


Sorcery 


—_—. 
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Sorcery have weleen in nur | 


daies ? did vat: ever play fo 


much above board ard a& fo 


openly apon the 'fage a* in 


theſe times, he hath ſometimes 


even laid aiide nis- make and 


adveniured ro appear in his | 


( 
F 


own ſhape. And of what little 
availe hath the countercharmsg 
of ſound principles formerly in- | 


Rtilled bin to many on whom 
God hath ſuffered the'e im- 
poſtures to praiſe their Ma- 
gick? And how have the De- 
vils inftruments by this black. 
Art, and Spiritual Necroman- 
Cy, raiſed out of their graves 
errours long fince dead and. 
buried, and putting a new 

guiſe on the made them walk 

op and down again? And: 
many have been wrought up- 
on 


{ 
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ir | on by ſuch an unhappy Faſci= 


lo 


ſo 


| 


aation, that ( as Machates 
( mentioned by Phlegon ) ſup- 
poſed he had carefſed & hap- 
pily enjoyed his Spouſe, when 
It was but adead and rotten 


| carcale ; So, they have fallen 

| Inlove with & eſpouſed that 
 fortruth and religion which 
| is but Hereſy long fince laid 


In its grave, } 
F 
Y 
? 


XVI 


Read that the Mahometans' 
| row? boures for theic 
daily Orazſons, in which they 


| are ſo conſtant that not any 


ſecular matters, whether 2m1- 
pediments of buſineſs or di- 
vortiſements of pleaſure do 


keep 
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keep them from praying five! 


times a day; waether they 
are hxed at home or abroad 
moving in a jourzy, when their 
Kinted times come they apply 
themſelves to their (O that { 
could call them, true) Devg- 


tions ;, & this doth every one, | 


from him that bears the Scep» 
ter to him that carryeth the 
Sbeepnroke. How many are 
there called Chriſtians that 
cannot afford to pray ſo many 
times in a week, in a month, 
as thoſe infidels in a day ; that 
can be content to crowd a 
whole Sennight's depotion into 
one Prayer ;. and count them 
too laviſh in their expenſes of 
time that make greater allot- 
ments of it for that buſineſs 
then they ; yea,ſome think ic 
enoug 
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Enough it they ſumme op their 
lives & expire their laſt breath 
with a Lord have mercy upon 
me. Chriſt commandeth as 
to pray for Daily bread. E- 
very day Manna muſt be gas 
thered from Heaven. It is as 


obcy | 


OP, | 


E|x 


re | 
at ” 
1y | 
7 
it 


neceſſary to the Spiritual life 
of our (oales as our often re- 
peated meales and refeions ta 
the ſubliftance of our bodys. 
We juſtly deem it firange & 
wonderful in ſome that we 
read off, who hath lived with- 
out meat, ſome whole weeks, 
others woxuths, others yeares, 
(and a creditable authour 


telleth us of one who lived 15 
years without eating or drinks ' 


ing.) Burt here along faftiog 
and abſtinence from this Spi- 


ritual refeftion is a thing fo 


fre- 


1009 
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the former, that in fach 


fed onthe gir and vanity, 


whatever means I uſed yer [ 


frequent thatit meciteth not! 
ſo much admiration, But what 
account 2uercetan giveth of 


ſtrange faſtinzs the t1ſpired 
aire hath been ſafficient in at= 
tration to afford nouriſhment 
to ſuch bodies; is more truely | 
applicable here ; for the ſoules 
of ſuch are(likeChameleons) 


th 

x bi! 
, ba 
. KVIL (o 
Alking in a hot ſfum- a 


/ merday, I was ſome- 
what annoyed with a mul- 
titude of flies and gnats hum- 
ing about me; drive them off 
wholy from me I could not, 


could 
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tling on me. 

And thus | find it ſometimes 
with the thonghts & motions 
f my heart; evill ſuggeſtions 


hough they much infeſt me 
ud are troubleſome to me, 
and | endeavour to drive them 
away, yet I cannot free my 
ſelf wholy from them ; bur 
they (hall not reſt there : the 
birds might light on Abra« 


hams Sacrifice, but they were 


ſoon driven rhence, Though 
Satan and the Corruption of 
my heart do ſend. forth a 
noxious Offfpring', yet my 
*heart ſhall not harbour nor 
| cheriſh them. Evill moti- 
ons may ariſe within me or 
be injefted into me againlt 

my 


Fould not hinder them from. 


re very buſie within me, and 
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my wiil,bur 1 will not be Nuiſe he! 


to foiter the breed, nor hoſt to 


lodge or entertain ſuch he'liſh 
Gueſts. As Vagrants that 


_ range the Country are wont! 
to be ſerved, whom though}. 
we cannot prevent from paſ- #* 
ſing through our town,yet we ; 
do not permit them to make þy 


any abode there, but whip 
them away, and ſo ſend them 
to their own home ; I cannot 
hinder them from paſfing 
through me, but 1 will looke 
to it that ſuch firaglers ſhall 
have the Law cxecuted on 
chern, that they do not either 
make their ſtay there, or re- 
turne thither any more, Theſe 
Malefa&toursmay come to me 
for harbour or ſhelter but the 


only thing 'l ſhall do with 
them, 


it 


1 
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ſefher, (hall be co make their 


toMittamas and ſend them a+ 
{h way. < 
at 

ne XVII, 

8 | 
Eq He Rabbines tell as, ac. 


Pp intended not to make a Calfe, 
N but caſt the golden eare-rings 
nto the fire to conſume them; 
ut by the operation of. Saran 
> Iworking by ſome Egyptian 
{ [Magitians: in, the camp the 
| [form of a calte came forth. 


ver-adq us,and make us unwit- 
tingly advance his intereſt, 


dehignez 


\ 


20. cording to their wonted- 
© wanity, that Aaron Exod, 32: 


But ſurely ic is very uſtall 
| ]fos that old Serpent thus to &« 


hile we think with innocent }; 
intentions we drive on agood 


—— 
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tee up ' to be promotced 


detigne 3 to ule Zeale without] ar 
knowledge as an inſtrument tof H 
promote his own cauſe under} W 
the pretext of Gods : Where| th 
men think they are building a/ b: 
Church for God, to_ make it a tr 
Chappel for himſelfe. - Petey! 
thought he had uttered that G 
which would have pleaſed 
Chrift, Maſter pitty thy ſelfe ;| 
yet the Devil (itſeems) had, 
made him his. ſpokes-man, get 
thee behial me Satan, That de«| ( 
fgne which to gaine Proſclites | x 
and ' Aﬀiſtants had pro aris | tc 
ſtamped uponitin the fronthos | ( 
lineſs to the Lord written on it; | vi 
when: the other tide is ſeen, | ſt 
ſometimes proveth to be only | 
pro focis, for the advancing of | w 
a carnal Intereſt which; ſome /| n 


li 
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ut) and driven - nder that Mask : 
to) Hence hath ic proceeded,that 


er] what David iaid, The zeal of 


rel thy houſe hath eaten me up,may 
» a] be by a prodigious Invertion 
a. truly applyed to ſome, Their 


er zeal hath eaten up the Houſe of 


at God. 

d|:- * 

e 3f 

dl RI 
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e.| CYErpents, which in the cold 
23 | 1 J of Winter growing impo= 


is | tetit and languid,retire theme 
0s | ſelves to their dens and ca-' 
; | verns, unable to hurt, 'or to 
, | ſtand out againft the leaſt reſis 
y | fance;whenwarmth retornetlt 
f | wich the Suryrenew their fors 
> /| mer ſtrength and vigonr, re- 
[ | linquiſh the holes and retire- 
7 C ments 
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ments in which they lay folded } 
uf, can uſe their force and 

their fting again, and appear | 
dreadful to the moſt armed | 
oppoſition. Thoſe Temptati- | 
ons which in the ſeaſon of : 


Adyerfity we feemed to be -. | 
wholy freed from, or had loſt | 
all their efficacy and force ,' 
that it was an caſte conqueſt to | | 
ſubdue them ; when the Sun | r 


ſhine of Proſperity cometh on, 
it cheriſheth and envigorateth 
them, their aumber is avgmens 
ted, their firexgth more pre- 
vailing,and their aſſaults more | 
frequent ; ſcarce a ftep we | 
take in which we are not in 


danger of a Senpents ting, _ | 


my oy, pace my wy A ay > an” A wo 
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| Qowe Chriftians have been 


earneſt and curious that 
they might know the very day 
of their converſion, the time of 
their Spiritual Nativity, when 
there was an acceſs of joy a- 
Mong the Angels in Heaven be- 
cauſe a ew Saint was borz to 
it; the day from which, as 


| the Epoca of their ſalvation, 


they are to date the beginning 


| of their happineſs; that they 


might ſet a mark upon it, and 
make it fignal in their Calendar 


| in a ſcarlet-text,as the day of 


| their Secoxd Birth, Butlet it 
not be ſo much my care to 


C 2 know 
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know when I commenced Be- {| 


liever,as to affure my ſelf that 
the day is paſt, and the happy 


work, wrought. The voice by | 
which God raiſeth a fixner 


from the dead, is not always 
accompanyed with thunder 8& 
tempeſt, but ſometimes it is a 
ftill vorce + He ſometimes co= 


meth early and preventeth | 
Satans barveſt , and ftealeth | 


into the Creatures boſom {- 
lently and undiſcernedly,before 
any Giant-fin hath deflour'd 
the ſoul; & then by no coken 
can we retrive or find out the 
determinate ſeaſon, by the 


moſt careful ſearch. Some, in | 


the Sprritnal travel of their 


ſecond birth, have few or no- | 


painful pangs, while others 
have ſharp and grievous 
| throws 


yams gon: a 
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throws which make them re- 
member the time as long as 
they live; as the women of Iſ- 
| razl were ſprightful, & quick, 
| &lively in their delivery ; un- 
like the Egyptians. The ſtreams 
of grace may be large & full, 
where yet the head of it may 
be undiſcovered ; as the river 
| Nilu hatha great and plen- 
| tiful current, yet his ſprizg is 
unknown : The S$xz may riſe 
wich his head veil'd under a 
cloud, and vunobferved, and - 
yet afrer appear in full /#reugth 
and glory, S. Paul had his eye 
upon the Goal, and forgetting 


| thoſe things which are behinde, Phil. 
preſſed forward towards thiſe 3» 13- 


| thinge which are before : &(in 
allufion to his praftiſe ) we 
ſhould not ſo much bifte our 
GC 3 ſclves 
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ſelves to know where we firſt 


made our fart, as minde the. 4 


running of our Race. 
XXl, 


- Er us obſerve the ſeveral 


ſteps and. deſcents which | 


Eve made in her fall, thar 
brought with it the r#uize of 
Mankind. 

Firſt, ſhe enters into a diG 
courſe, and boldeth parle with 
the Serpent at the forbidden 


Tree, and (o (etteth her (elf 


out of Gods guard: 


2+ She lifineth to the plays | 


fibleneſs of his Preteas, is mo» 
ved with the doubts which he 
ftarteth, and giveth credit to 
his 


ah The Spiritual Bee. 
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1e 
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__ 


his falſe and /lye infinuations, 

and believeth his lying ſugge= 

ions. F704 
3- She looketh on the fruit 


| with a longing eye,as pleaſant 
and defirable, The heart is ſoon 


bewitched when the eye is faſ- 
cinated, when the obje& fin- 
deth eafie admittance there, it 
ſoon (ers the afte ions ox fire, 
and the fumes from them 
cloud the undei landing, and 
make the will to warp. 

4, Her longing muſt be a- 
tisfeds, ſhe 100k, of the fruit; 
her hands execute the com- 
mands of her perverted w1il/. 

5. And ſhe did cat ; and what 
elſe could be expe&ed, but 
that when ſhe thad received 
the cup ſo willingly at the Des 
vils hand, ſhe ſhould drizk of 
C 4 his 
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the poyſon ? But laſtly, ſhe 
gave iulſo ro hey husband with 
her:The devil,thar before was 
a modeſt begger withour door, 
now he is entred commands 
the houſe ; & ſhe is ſo officions 
for him as to become a Tem- 


pter her ſelf,defirous to diffuſe | 
hec fin beyond her perſona! 


confinement. See by what 
winding ſtairs we were led 
down into theſe depths of mi- 
{ery we now are in. 
Therefore give not place to 
Catan,no not for a moment;re» 
tire not the leaſt ſtep; /ii/le his 
Primitive and (cemingly inno- 
cent motions 3 play not about 
the bait, leſt thou be cavghc 
unawares : Yield not at firft, 
feſt thereby thou unwitriogly 
part with thy {trergth to re- 
{iff 
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Gft him in his following Collici- 
tations 2 If he looſen the roots 
of thy Faith at firft, the nexr 
guj+ of temptation may caft 
thee quite down, If we ſtop 
not the journey of (in by a ſea+ 


| fonable Arreſt atirs firſt /Fage, 
| the further it goeth, the more 
| ſtrong and numerons it grows 
| ethi;like aRiver,which the far. 


ther it runn:th from its ſpring, 
the more it exlargeth its ſtre3 


| and wideneth the Channel. 


David walking on the Battle» 
ments of his houſe, ina looſe 
and careleſs manner gave his 
Eye liberty, and in that free 
gaze it ſoon ran out of Gods 
keeping and through amorous 
& light glances on Kathſhebah, 
tet in Adultery , and ſo holy 
David became one of the fools 
EL. in 


Cr 
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in Iſrael ; neither reſts he | bo 
there,. that was a Pearl in his | w 
eye, it ſoon becometh blood-. | is 
ſhot, an. by degrees he com- | 
paſſeth-a cruel, yet deliberatly. | G@ 
plotted murcher. Abſalon ar | a; 

firſt onely entertained ſome 

' ambitious thoughts, and a ſe» 

cret defire of anticipating his 

fature hopes, and antedating 
his fizle of King ; but the ſwel- | 
ling impoſthume ſoon ripened | 
and brake out to his own de- | 
ſirugion, in Rebellion, Inceſt 
and murther. Onefin-is the 
decoy to another ; and though | 
God never pronounced an i#- | 
creaſe and multiply on it, yet | 
nothing is more fruitful : The: 7 
giving way toiit,is as the poyre 
ing out of water,which before 
might, be kept within--the | 
pounds 
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bounds of what contained it,but 
when poured forth, its covrſe 


{ 18 uncontroulable, and we catts 
| not limit it; it is not for us to 


fay of tin, Hitherto it ſhall go 
and n0 farther. 


0.01 


"He Panther is wont to be 

_ taken by the Humers by 
two forts of wile: ; ſometimes 
by Wine, in which he hath { 
much delight , that he will 
drink ot it to inebriation : at 
other times they are wont to 
lay Glafſes for him, which 
while he tarryeth 1o behold 
himſelf in, he is with cafe 0-_ 
vertaken and deſtroyed. 
"= Satan 
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Satan makes men drnk 
wi:h the pleaſures of ft, and 
then dealeth with them as he 
pleaſeth : By immerſing and 
drenching themſelves in carnal 
delights they are transformed 
into ſwine (which the drun- 
kard to a proverb moſt reſem - 


ble) wallowing in the mire. | 
and are a prey open and expoe- | 


ſed to him that goeth abour 
feeking to devour, Sampſon ha» 
ving his minde weakned and 
incbriated by a too fond and 
ftrong afftetion to his Dalilab, 
was thereby betrayed co the 
tos of his great ſtrength, and 
laid himfelf open to the un- 
refiied affaults and inſilts of 
#bhem,of whomthouſands before 
could'not effe& that which a 


handful did then, But where R 
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he cannot allure to groſs ſen- 
ſuality, he compaſſech Men 
with a deviceno leſs effet al 
and more refined. This mighty 
Hunter of Souls ſetterh a glaſs 
before them, wherein rhey 
may view and contemplate 
their own excellencies; and 
that uſually ſo falfly fartering, 
as that it ſhall revreſent a fair 
beautious Image to the moſt 


deformed miſhapen face: He 
knows that the refletion on 


his own perfeGzons with admi- 


ration, was his own ruine,made 


- him meaſure the diſtance be« 


tween Heaven and Hell bya 
fall, and changed him from an 
Angel toa fiend; and froma 
perſonal experience made uſe 
of this ſleight ro intrap our 
firſt Parents in his firft grand 
F Artemps 
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attempt to deſtroy Souls, if | 
which he found ſuch anſwer- | © 
able ſucceſs, that no wile hath | F 
been ever fince more praQtiſed, | F 
by none- hath he more hlied 
{ 
{ 
| 


the region of dark-eſs with 
loft ſouls : By this he fetteth | 
the creature in the Throne, 8& | 
maketh him in a dire& way 
advance _ himſelf above his 
Creator, -When an unballa- 
fled ſpirit is ſo overſet andiwel- | 
led up with-fond and vain | 
conceits of its own excellen- 
cies, 'tis eafte for him to over: 
turn it : When he hath ſer the 
foul on a Pinnacle, there to be 
preſented with a large view of 
its glory, and to gaze on ics 
awn perfetions,the weak head | 
ſoon grows dizzy and addle 
through pride, Theſe entrap- |} 
? ments | 


in 


ce 
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ments the Devil had praiſed 


on the Publican and the Pha=- 
riſee; the one he had made to 
run into more enormous and 
groſs fins, the other he had 


| ſet his glaſs before,and he was 
| (o taken with his own Image, 
| that he could finde no other 
| matter to fill his prayers with, 
| butthe recounting of his own 


perfe&ions, Lord, ſuffer not 
Satan by any of theſe wiles to 
enſnare me ; not to zntoxicate 
me by the ptaſures of finand 
ſo weaken, & ſhave off my locks, 
leſt the Legions of Hell be upon 
me : Let menot drink of the 


Devils waſſel , his wine # & 
mocker 2 my Soul, look not on it 


when it is red,' when it giveth 


. its colour jn the rempration, 


for in the end it will bite likg a 
+ = Serpent, 


_— 
a. 
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Serpent, and burt like a ocka* 


frice : Pride ge h before des 


ftruFion, and a hi-h minde ff, 


before a tall;therefore allo lay 
thine band upon thy mouth, for 
God hateth an haughty cye. 


XXII, 


Hen Nathau had gi- | 


ven holy David a re- 
lation of the cruel extortion 
and injutftice of the rich man 
in wreſting the poor Man's 
Ewe lamb out of his boſoms 
how doth this anver kindle 


preſently, and his paſion riſe 
againſt the wickedneſs of the 
injury; 'tiaſo-uuch that he 


Kraight reſolves, and backs 


it 
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hb t with an oath, That the may 
he outd ſurely dye who had done 
© [that thing : Batin the iſſue, it 
A | . 
+ [ſoon proved that David was a 
little more nearly conrerned 
lin the matter then he was 
[aware of, when the Prophet 
{came home and cloſed with 
| him, with a Thou art the man. 
The ſentence he had pronouns 
cad was on his own perſons 
| and righteous David had un=« 
wittingly been the judge to 
condemn David the A4dulter- 
er and -Murtherer ; at his own 
Bar, out of his own mouth. 
Doe not we thas often con- 
demn our own vices in other 
mens perſons, and paſs a juſt 
cenſure on thoſe fins in them 
which we have inconfideratly 
indulged invur (elvez ? _— 
2 
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do ſeverely ſentence worldly|De 
mindedneſs, ſharply declaimP/og 
againſt covetouſneſs, brandiGe: 
and defic the ſenſualift, pro- |bo 
nounce condemnation on the |ga! 
Hypocrite, and can with heat \fes 
enveigh againſt ſuch - other at 
fins; whereas if they would |m 
tura their eyes inward, they |th 
mightſce what they thus cons | w 
demn within their own boſom; || by 
and their ſentence would be | t} 
no where better applyed thew | if 
to themſelves. & 
When | read the relation of | 5 
Fudas's curſed treachery, his | } 
covetouſne(s and diltimulati. .|. / 
{ 

I 

L 


on, in ſelling his Maſter for | 
thirty pieces of alver{the price | 
of bim that was valued) betray 
ing him into the hands of the 
Jews toa grievous Paſſion & 
Death, . 
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imNlogue tothe hellich part he a» 
nd [ed : How doth mine anger 
o- ſboyl, and mine heart rife as 
e |gainft his wickedneſs ? How 
at \ſeyerely is Pilate condemned 
r {at my tribunal for ſentencing 
d | my Saviour ? and I pronounce 
y {the Jews a thouſand times 


j: 


5 | 


EN 
V3 


| 


f 


worthy of that ſcourging, and 
—_— and death , which 
they infliged on Chriſt. Buy 
if I ſeriouſly refle& on my 
ſelf,may I not find a traiterous 
Fudas within mine own home ? 
} may ftartle and diſown it 


 .þ Fudas himſelf would not an: 


wer to his name, but put it 


of witha Maſter,[s it I ? Bur 


ſurely it will appear I may re- 
retur1upon my ſelf, with a Thor 


art the man, if | confider that 
| have; 
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F have betrayed Chrift ro my}, - 
lujts, & del1vered him into the 
hands of his enemies : I haveh.: 
ſod him by preferring the pleas 
fares of ſin, the ſatisfaFion o ne 
my carnal defires, the droſs of c+ 
the world before him ; by ad-\y... 
yancing ſome fle{hly interelt a», 
bove him: And TI have bytry 
mine hypocritie made a ki(sy;, 
the covert of my treachery,l by), « 
my fins have pronounced P3z-|,,. 
lars ſentence on him, Let him 
be crucified : Everytranſgret- C 
fion hath been a thorn, and |, 
vail,and ſpear to him; TI have 'm) 
pit in his face by deſpiſing his |, ; 
ways; and by my vanity and | Pj 
pride have cloathed him with | 
the pryple,the crown of thorns, | 
and reed of reproach: he hath |. 
been wounded not only for,bur * 


2 |. 
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= my tranſpreſſ z0ns ; Thovgh 
e pronounced a conſumma. 
ion of his Sufferings on the 
roſs,Tt is finiſhed;yet by theſe 
Few vorenuers, and alterings 
ofſufferings,I have aGed over 
"the Tragedy on him again, as 
i*\hough It had zot beenfiniſhed. 
Y Therefore, as Seneca (aid of 
(8 himſelf, That if he would feek 
Fla fool | #101 lounge querendus , 
* [neipſum invenio | he need not 
» far for him, one might be 
ound within his own $kin : 
[So Inced go no' farther then 
> |my.ſelf (though | cry Hoſauna 
t 15 Chriſt) to ſecka Jn; 4 
) | 


J- 


PIR a Jew, 


[-i£++1..._ 
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Aleacius,that noble Mar- 

queſs of Vico,was ſo cf; 
Rually wrought on and per 
{waded by: an elegant fimili- 
tude in a Sermon of Peter 
Martyrs , that he ſoon after 
Jaid down all his honors, inte* 


reſts and relations at the feet] 


of Chrift, and by a voluntary 
choice took up his Croſs, and 
became a Convert. Perhaps 
the ſame thing akedly and 
barely propoſed, would not 
made ſo eafie and great im- 

reſlion upon hir,as it did ſet 

orth & adorned in that Rhes 
Zorical dreſs, The ſame paſ- 


ſage 


the 
b 
fi 


- 
n 
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2ge in a different habit, may 
e vigorous and piercing, or 
anguid and difpirited. 


8 Hearers are generally like 
Be 


eg,they go all tothe flowers; 
therefore our diſcourſe may 
be profitably as well as plea- 
fivgly ſtrowed with them, fo 


: . (they yield as much hony*as 


they make afair ſhew ; The 


food will be received: more 


readily when thus candyed 8& 
ſweetned, as Pliny ſays, The 
Elephants eat their provender 


garnifſh'd with flowers. The 
aſſiſtance of Oratory (fo it be 
duly applyed, and come in on- 
ly as an Auxiliary) is no way 
ro be leighted and rejeRted; 
for by this chiefly (among ſe- 
cond means ) the Preacher 
raigns 


the better, if the manger be_ 


— 


am 
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in the affe Fions of his Audi4d R 
tors, by this he thurders and| re 
lightens in them (as Pericles| w 
was ſaid to do by his elo-| & 
gaence. JThe palm may ſome"! 
times ffrike more effe&ually| ai 
then the f/t, The potion will] jn 
gown in ſeck,which otherwiſe| 
would have been zauſeated;| tl 
and bitter Pls, under the co-| C 
vertof ſomewhat that is tooth-| $ 
ſome,wil be admitted, The fea*| 
thers that i»4p the arrow,make| a 
it fly the faſter and pierce the| o 
deeper. Surely ic could not be| $S 
without the help of this 4rt| C 
that Chrift was ſo graphically| ri 
deſcrib'd, and (as it were)| 4 
painted forth in his ctucifixion | t| 
before the eycs of the Galatians| it 
(G . 3. 1.) &$ycze 3 vuiv.| b 
Alhovgh the Impoſture of that| , 
AT Rhetos 


— 


'on Reaſon or conſcience; of Paris 
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Rhetorick, deſerves more Which 
revroof then commendation, P?Kes me 


pips _ chink on 
which workes on the Aﬀe Homers dal 


fions alone, and not at all ſcription 


and ſo kindleth a ſtrange firel1!- y. ug< 
in the Heart, ( thorough the -20s ElS0g 
glaſs of the fancy rather?” ys 
then the, Judgement) which ma 0 
God will not own in our a & KH» 
Sacrifice: As likewiſe the 
wantonneſs of that which is 
as gay and gaudy in the dreſs 
of every {entence, as a young 
Scrivener is in flowring a 
Capital letter with his Juxu- 
riant pen;z Truth ( ſpecially 
divine ) will not be deck*d 
thus like a ftrumpet, although 
it refuſe not that her native 
beauty ſhould have the advan- 
tage of a decent matronlike ors ' 

2 naments 
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_ Kiogdome of Heaven ſhould 
be ſet in Gold (not in Lead) 
though not. 10 
wrought and embeliſhed, as 
that the Artifice ſhovld hide 
the native luſtre of the [ewel. 
Comely and neat apparel is an 
ornament to the body, butif 
either gaudy or courſe , a dif+ 
.Erace, | 


X XV. 


) A | Spartan having long bu- 
| fied himſelf about the 


carcaſe of a dead man to try if 


#pright pofture; perceiving 
How inefedual his endeayours 
proved, 


nament, The pearles of the | 


curiouſly - 


he could ſettle it firme in an 


pros jay nn Mais! Bil ww _- —_— a "RAT 


The Spiritual Bee. 


proved, ſometimes the head 
falling into the boſome., ſome- 
times the armes flagging 
downward, and the whole, ac 
laſt, falling to the ground tald- 
the ftanders by (who (mild av, 
| his unſaccesful atempt )Ther*s 

wanting (Ti ©®rd0v) ſomething: 
within, meaning a Soul. Thus: 
It is in dealing wich thoſe who. 
are dead in treſpaſſes and fins; if 
we endeavonr to bo/4-up-their- 
countenances heaveryard, and. | 
would have them fix their eye, 4 
onEternity, and ar» immortal: _— 
eſtate,we can't hold them tg it 
one moment ; they yreſently 
incline towards the earth a- 
pain: if we would ſer them on 
their feet, and make them up. 
right, if we would ſet their 
hands at work indeeds of righ- 

D 2 teouſ-. 
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teouſneſs, juſtice and truth; 
and have them to ſtretch out 
their armes to®the reliefe of 
thoſe that are in diſtreſs; all 
35s in vain; while there is no 


-_ nor principle of motion; 


omething is wanting withix. 
If Gods dreadful threatnings 
be founded in their ears with 
avoice of: thunder they hear 


jt not; if Hell be : ſet before 


their eyes in clear and viſible 
repreſentations, they ſee it 
not'z if a ſcourge belaid on 


their backs their dead fleſh | 
feels it not. 
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== true and pithy pro- 
verb which is in ufe a- 
mong the Levantines, that 
Heaven and Hell are ſeated in 
the Heart of man, Every man 
is a litzle world within himſelf, 
and his-.ſoul is the ſcexe and 
Theaterin which are repreſen- 
ted, the Proceſs.of a-Court of 
Jodicature, the pronouncing 
of a ſenience of condemnation 
or Abſolution, a binding and 
looſing , and according to 
that award, an execution ; in 
which, conſcience (as in the 
former it {1ts as a deputy judge 
under God, fon this it ) a&ts 
D 3 the 


__—— 


—— 


the Executioner; and there are 
in the Heart a Paradiſe of pleas 
ſare,ſtreams of comfort on the 
one hand; on the other,a gib- 
b=t, fire and a rack, Doth 
not he find a Heaven withi:: 


him, that haththat cextain and 


fincere and untroubled happl- 
neſs; thoſe'igleams: of Joy and 
refreſhment, 'which a good 
conſcience is author of? Lec 
popular noiſes, vuſgarſuffra- 


ges & opinions,outward com- 


motions and attempts be what 
they will, they can no wore 
diſturb or raiſe a wrinkle in 


this inward calme & Pacifique | 
Sea, or erefand refirain that .) 


tranſport of comfort that ark- 


ſeth from the triumphs and | 
applauſes: of Conſcience, then | 
all the thunderings and ſtorms | 
Z1) 
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in the lower Regions can dil- 
compole the ſerenity of thoſe 
which are above the ftars:This 
mide Paul and Silas ſing in 
their priſoa,while the foundae 
tion; of it were ſhaken by an 


earthquake. And doth not he 


carry a very Hell in his bo- 


| ſome, whoſe ſoul is rent and 
| diftortedwith thoſe convulfions 
of horrour and terrour, di- 


firated by thoſe fearfal a- 
mazements, pierced by thoſe 


ſharp Agonies which a guilty. 


conſcience puniſheth him with? 
Thoagh he ſeek relief by d1- 
verſion to worldly batineſs, by 


| conſorting with merry ſociety, 
' by running for Sandzary to 
| falſe nary 

| by rolling him{elfin his uneafy 
| chain of fire; yet he may as 
- D 4 fo0n, 


attering Opinions, 


— 


1he Spiritual Bee, 


ſoon forſake-himſelf. as by all 
his Arts and methods get out 
of theſe ſuburbs of Hell, 


&XVII 


Ld Ely who was ſo mild 

towards the notorious 
Sacriledges, Adulteries & In- 
ceſts of his Sons, of which all 
Tſrael rang, how uncharitably 
doth he |, mifconfture poor 
Hannah*s devotion, and upon 
what a weak ground: (only, 
ſeeing her lips move without 
noyſe)doth he build the heavy 
charge of drunkenneſle apgainft 
her:but afterwards perceiving 
his errour, he recants, and 
turns his. condemning Har 
aa, into praying for her. 


© owl off. mn as fn = . 


Thus | - 
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Thus it often happens, that 


thoſe who'are-moſt mildly ins 
dulgent to their owz, are moſt 
ſharpely cenforious of others 
(As the: Hedge-hogg hath 
{harpe prickles without, but is 
ſmooth and ſoft within: And 
the Snakes - in-Syria,. do ſtix 

forreigners, but will not hurt 
any of the inhabitants,as ſome 
ſay.) He whoſe judgement is 


ſuborncd or bribed by Aﬀe&ian 


tO a £08 partiall and ſoft Gen- 
tlene(s ;- will on the ſame ace 
count, where the ſubje& dif- 
ferent,be as much warped and 
biaſed to a contrary extreme 
of a too unjuſt rigour : *For 
the caſe is much altered with 
the perſons that are concernd: 
in it : If nature or affe&ion be: 
allow'd . to pals the. ſentence, 
*ong Ds, and 


oo 
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and'in Judging offences to ac- | 


cept the perſons of the offen- 
dours, the judgment maſt 
needs be partial:The ſame eye 
which was ſo blear'd that it 
could not diſcern a beam tn 
one caſe will be fo quickſigh- 
ted as to ſpy a mote in the 
oviher, And how apt is haſty 
& in-conſiderate zeale to paſs 
a grievouscenſure,where there 
is no other ground for it but 
meer miſpriſion ? Thoſe that 
are too forward and raſh in 
their reproofs before they havg 


raken ſufficient eftimate © 
the ground on which they ar 
to level them, are often guil 
of a zealous breach of charity 
Let me imitate Ely, not i 
committing but amending hi 
fault, and if in my haft I hav 
| preJu 


( 
U 
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! 


A—— Atta. 


The Spirituall Bee. 


—remntrn 


205 


Prejudic'd or injur'd another 
by an unjuſt cenſure, let me 
not perlift in my erronr, but 
be as unquiet till ] have made 
{atisfaQion for my offence, as 
I was till 1 had committed it: 
Let me in coo! blood make the 
beſt reparation I] can for the 
wound |} have piven in my 
heat and diſtempered zeale. 


X A VIII 


| Dr.S pigelivs,that Incom- Fab. Obſers 
/ \ parable Anatomiſt, while ce, 5; 


(at the marriage of his only 
daughter) he was gathering 
up the broken reliques of a 
Glaſs, it hapned that a frag- 
ment oft ſcratched one of his 
OG ns fogers 
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fingers; but the hare becauſe 


of its ſeeming {lightneſs be- 


ing negle&ed, created at laft 


an inflammation which poſſeſ= 
ſed his whole arm,and rais'd a 


ſwelling under it, and in the 


concluſjon (thovgh he might 
ſeem by his excellent skill in 
Phyſick to have comand over 
death ir ſelf). by an Empyema 
brought him to his grave, 
This the leaſt wound given to 
oar ſouls by the ſmalleſt fin, if 
n:gle&ed and flighted may by 
degrees feſter and gangreen 
into the intollerable torment 
of a wounded ſpirit: And the 
lighteft hurt if we have nor 
timely recourſe to our ſpiritual 
Phylitianand to the: balme of 
Repentance,may grow to our 
irremediable woe, If we waſh 
not 
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not our wounds with our tears 
while they are freſh and make 
not ſpeedy application of the 
plaiſter of Chriſts blood, a 
ſcratch may ſoon contra ſuch: 
@ parulency as may ripen it to 
an ulcer: Specially confidering 
that the fleſh of the minde 
(pardon the- groſeneſs of the 
metaphor) is not eaſy to heal, 
being full of evil, corrupt and 
morbifick humours- which will 
make the leaſt hurt feſter and 
rankle. Neicher muſt we cone 
tent our ſelve3 with-a pallia- 
tive cure, a 5kinning over the 
mound for that leaves it ſe- 
curcly.to gather all ſuperfluous 
and noxious humours to it 
ſelf, as to an Abſceſſus, which 
will in the jflue exulcerate and 


inflame the minde. | 
XXIX; 
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FNOQOld in theOare,as it new- 
ly comes out of the mine, 
before it hath paſsd through 
the fire,can hardly be diſcernd 
from ftone- or a piece of hard- 
ned earth but yet when it hath 
felt the furnace, and is by it 
putged and ſeparated from irs 
drofs, it comes out the moſt 
pretious of metals; In ſomuch 
that the flames ſeem rather to 
make then purifie theGold.Ma- 
ny who before they were caſt 
into the furnace of afflition, 
had ſo much drofs& impurity, 
& earthlineſs cleaving to the, 


; that little. of Heaven was 


diſcernable 
/ 26 
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diſcernable in them, come out 
of it wholy unlike themſelves; 
That ſearching and penetra. 
ting flame, ſeperateth the pre- 

cious from the vile, divideth 
between them and thoſe cor- 
ruptions which are moſt cloſe 
ly and intimately combined 
with and embraced by their 
Spirits: They enter into the 
fiery trial earth, aad come out 
Gold : This endues them with 
that holineſs and humility by - 
which they are prepared for 
that high perte&ion of beauty 
and glory which they ſhall be 
veſted with when they enter 
that great and glorious City, 
whole ftreets are paved with 
pure Gold, and whoſe founda- 
tions and gates are precious 
ſtones. The hue & —_— 
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of their ſouls who thus paſs 
through the fire, Is altered; 


they have abandoned and laid 
 afideall their carnal adheren- 
cies, repaired the breachzs of 


their conſciences,.the decays 
of their graces, their negle& 
of duties, their coldnefs in re- 


| ious (ſervices : Though be- 


fore they were bound and fet- 
tered by their loſt; yet they 
come forth; (as rhe three chil» 
dren out of Nebuchada:zar' 


Furnace ) free and at Libertie.. 


KKK. 


was an inference that des 
'Þ ſerved laughter which 


one made, who reading in the 
* Sn IM 


-.-| that ſurely Maſs was ſaid 


heard of in the old Teftamenrt 


| by good hap one of them hath 
found out: Nm. 16. 24. even 
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ſubſcription of ſome of Saint 
Pauls Epiſtle, Miſſa fuit Rome, 
preſently thence concluded 


at Rome in Saint Pauls dayes. \ 
Pointz a Jefuite crys out, 
ther*s no hopes of orevadliing with 
theſe Hereticks becauſe it was 
long fince Prophecy*d of them, 2 
Chron, 24. at ill; Proteſtantes 
notuerunt audire, (Tis well (as 
one fates) Proteſtants were 


as well as Feſuites,whoſe name 


as Eraſmus found Friers in'S. 
Pauls time inter falſos fratres.) 
Many there are whoſe diFates 
are as little favoured þy Scrip» 
ture, & who are not aſham'd 
to make as ridiculous a-Jaim 

| tO 
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eo its patronage : , That will 


not &r;ng theic opinions tothe 
word of God, but draw it to 


their opinions; and force their 


own ' ſenſe out ofir, with as 
much violence and torture, as 
taat wherebyChymiſts ende3s 
your to extra that out of Mes 
cals which God and Nature 
never. put into them. Such 
would make the divize Oracles 
(#14ainmitey, ) to ſpeake to the 


patronizing of their own intere 


eft, & wonid-ſuborne God for 
a witneſs to their errors. As 
Caligula dealt with Fupiter*s 
ſtatue,taking off the head of ic 
and placing his... own in the 
room, fo they ſubſtitute the 
devices of their own brain in 
place of the ſenſe of Gods 
word, Yea, ſometimes (uch 
inter 
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interpretations and ;Glofſcs 
are given as do not only cor* 
rupt but contrad:# the Text, 


Cr Jand that with as open and de- 


clar'd an enmity, as that of the 
Papiſts, when- they make in 
one of their Popes Canons by 
the word flatuimus * to be 


meant Abrogamus.Such might: 
|with greater ſhew of reaſon 


pretend either to a #ep Reve- 
lation, or to have found what 


they deliver in ſome of thoſe 


(ſporions)writings,the Epiſtles 
of Paul the Seneca, the Goſpel 
of the Mebrews, the Ads of 
Paul and Tecla, &c, rather 
then in the Old or New Ie- 
ſtament, 
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== as ſtrange as true what: 
; we are told of the Targus -© 
| tulaan Inſe# not unfrequentÞmc 
| in Ttaly, thatif it happen tom 
| bite any, uſually with a wonejan 
derfnl fix of mirth-ane: laugh ho 
ter by degrees they dye away: |8, 
And nothing but .Muſick canfxt 
cure them. A Viti ſeltus dothſole 
the like in thoſe-who are feiz*dfait 
by it, their humours and ſpi- 
rits being (o. diſtempered that 
they are continually dancing 
till death take,z hold of themdr1 
and concludes their comickMir 
mirth in a Trapgical Cataſtroſnar 
phe, Methinkes the caſe of 
thoſe 


Le 
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thoſe is much the ſame who 
are bitcee by that Infernal 
;|Serpent ; All whoſe years are 
ſ-enc in mirth, and their days 
in laughter , but in a moment 
at{they goe down unto the praue, 
4. Let us fee alittle how the hu- 
at mour worke's and look on the 
rolimagpe of this ſpiritual Phrenſy, 
neand liſten to this crackling of 
h thorns . Let out hearts chear 
y2l18, fay they, and let all care be 
nextingniſhed in laughter; let a 
hſolemne aſpet ne're be enter- 
<Stain'd in our countenance, and 
i-[eta ſad looke be perpetually 
atþaniſh'd Let a ſeriozs ſpeech 
1gþe interpreted the raiſing a 
mMntiny againſt the reigne-of 
ckMirth , a ſigh bepuniſh*d wich 
romanacles , and the dropping of 
of} tear as the venting of a Paſ- 
hh | quit; 


— 


The Spiritual Bee. 


quil; Let him that breaks not|4 
oxt every way in jollity ( like F* 
the wheel of a well-couch*d 
Grework, that fiycs out on all 
fides ) be baulked as a maleſyc 
| | content 3 as one that wouldfch 
EA bl:ad and daſh our wine withſyO 
water, or that would corruptfot 
the charms of our mufick withſof 
diſcord, Let us own no care butſo! 
how we ſhall multiply andfcr 
vary our methods of delight $h; 
how to make the enſuing dayfud 
glide away with more ſoftaeſFlaſ 
and jollity then his forerunzerithe 
how to ſublime and exalt pleaymp 
ſure, & extraft an Elixir fronfeaji 
all the flowers in the Paradifſquor 
of Delight; let us eat our breagre 
with joy, &drink,our wine with ging 
merry heart, for there is nothinglo x 
better then this: Let diſportMluſi 
' ANnc 
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{and Revels, feaftings and dal. 
;e F1axce be our daily and nightly 
c4]cnotertainments, 
all] Rejoyce © young men in 
lefpour yout,end let your heart x71 9,112 
Id{chear. you in the day of your Ty 
chjyouth, agd walke in the waies 
ptfof your heart and in the fighe 
thjof your eyes. Bur liſten, and 
utyou ſhall heare a clap of thuz- 
ndfjer ; Know that for all theſe 
it $hings God will bring you to 
ay judgement. Your joy is but a 
eſFaſh, your mirth vaniſheth in 
erkhe zoyſe, your diſports.do bnt 
eaympe the wings of: Time, your 
omfeaſis are but running banquets, 
liſqhort delights, your Ordinaryes 
-aAre pleaſant , bar the Recko- 

b ging is Ruine, your Dalliances 
:n30 not embrace content, your 
riflofick is as empty as ſound, 
_=__ What 
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What is the \umme of your 
miſery, the frolickſome exceſ* 
ſes and extravagancy of your 


anguiſh and ſorrow; theſe 
ſymptomes are the Progno- 
ſticks of deſtru&ion, the' end of 
theſe things is death ; Eternal 
wrath is entail,d upon your 


but an a& of ſoveraign mercy: 
The Kiſſes of pleaſure: ( like 
Foabs to Amaſa ) are but a glo- 
ſing to maſke the conveyance 
of the Sword into your bowels. 


ſerves experienced Solomon*s 
definition of Malxeſs , which 
is thas the forerunner and 
Hmptome of deftru&ion : 
Which (las he fpeaket 
uh ellwere ) 


mirth are the Harbingers of 


- momentany delights, and no- | 
thing can cut off the entaile | 


Surely that laughter well des [| 


AA = w = mm «a © &@ me Go . . __ 


ſport, 


' rum obtulit,) | And we know 
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elſwhere caſts arrows and fire- 
brands, and death, and all is 


74.56: NAY. 


X:7 E readof. Agrippina, 
/ V/ | that. the courie ſhe 

took ro deftroy, her husband 

Claudius; was,: By rempering 

poyſorat a Banquet, with the : F; 

meat which he moſt delighted 

in;a Muſprome (holetum medis ,.- 


y Wh. T1." a7 ffs 
Catum. avidiffimo talium; 6ibos Claud, 


that what is venomous, being 
mingled with Wine , works 
more. furiouſly and incurably 
then wich Watey.;The!Devils | 
grcat bafine(s is;to ſeapch. into  - 
"LRN E our 
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our ternpers; thoughts, inclt- 
nations and affe&ions, that 
finding which way the puiſe of 
our foul beats, he may apply 
himſelfaccordingly ; that he 
may ſuit and atterper his 
temptations ſo, as moſt effe- 
Aually to work on the humor 
chat —__ oak us; that 
he may lay his poyſon in our 
daintyeſ Nils 04 bait his 
hook with what, he is ſure we 


- will ſwallow with moſt eager- 


neſs.” If he findes' the: heart 


.. bentupon Riches,he will pre. 
.' Cent foch a man a golden Idol 


for him'to fall down unto (as 
Nebuchadinezzar (et up an I- 
mage of 01d for his ſabje#e'to 


worſhip:) When heemred Fu 
__ #4 tolwreyhimcs thathborrid | 
 reachery, *cwas a filver Key 


that 


\ OR be ©. 
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that let him into his heart, 8&& 


he knew that the Bag which 


he carryed was ſo cloſely hug- 


ged by him,that poyſon would 


be beft convey'd ro himin a 
Cordial of goid, Are unclean 
& wanton defires accuſtomed 


' gueſts'to his ſoul > The Devil 


will be the Pander to his luft, 
and by effe&ual contrivances 
will fo order things, as that 
they ſhall fall in with the cxr- 
rent of his affe&ions : Thus he 


endeayored to compaſs Dn: 


vids death by the poyſon of 'a 
lock; % when he found Amnons 
ſoul hot with this Feaver, he 
by Zonadabs mouth inſpires a 
crafty fetch into his head of 
feigning himſelf fick, whereb 
he inveagled his fifter. Hat 
pride and ambition the throxe 
E 2 in 
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in his heart? How doth the 


Devil ſublime his choughts, 8& 
raiſe them up to high & ſoar- 
ing hopes z engaging him in 
ſuch detigns as. cannut be-coms 
paſſed, bnt by wading through 
deep and enormous fins; Thus 


Haman, that he might engroſs 


the favour of his King, and 
ſhine. with a luſtre of glory, 
free from that ſpadow which 


. the contempt of an unbeaded 
knee ſeem'd to eclipſe it with, 
is drawn to contrive a cruel 


epidemick , plot againſt the 
whole nation of the Jews, 
and which crov'd in the up- 
ſhort moſt faral ro himſelf in an 
advancement which his ambiti- 
ow thoughts had never pro- 


poſed to him... 
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XXX, 


'T He Univerſal Cextre, to Guevara 
which all the thoughts, a- 

ions and contrivances of Men 

tend, the Poixt to which they 

are all dire&ed, is Content - 

ment , this is the great Spring 

toall the various motions of 

Mankinde : And however di- 

ſtant and'contrary their. ways 

and courſes, their inclinations 

| and 'conftitutians are, yet 

| here they all meet and concen» 

| ter in'this one reconciling 0b - 


jeX: They do perhaps 'pro- 
p pound to themſelves,as ſeveral 


Id za's thereof as they have 
s | different faces,but their defire 
| E 3 15. 
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is one and the ſame, Content - 
mec is that which the Learned 
ſeeks to attain in his induſtri-. 
ous queſt after knowledge ; 
this Fewel the Merchant ſeeks 
in his dangerous voyages, the 
Ambitious in his paſſionate 
purſait of Honor, the Cove- 
teous in his unwearyed heaping 
up of treaſure, the Laſcivious 
in the pleafing charms of beau 
ty, the Congquerov in his ear- 
neſt deſires after vi&ory, the 
Polititian in his deep deſigns 
and crafty knacks. But alas ! 
the miſery of men is,that they 
would 6nd that in the variety 
of the creatures, which is no 
where to be found but in the 
unity of the Creatour. It is 
got in the Wiſe Solomon's dear 
bought Experience , in the 
Rich 
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Rich Faols full Barns,: in am« 
bitious Hamux's fatei& Gram 
der, in Abab's ravih'd Vince: 
yard, in Sampſox's lovely Dar 
| Ulabin Nebuthadnezzar's ruje 
over the: World, in Achito« 
phel's deep-pated Wit, Iris 
peculiar to Gads Wiſdom to 
engroſs all content in his-own 
hands, that he may diſpoſe of 
it by retai/ to the children of 
men;and enforce all either ro 
purchaſe-it of him,or want it. 
Hence it is, that men generally 
_ waſte themſelves in deftres,tire 
themſelve, with labors, form 
new projes ; and yet all inis 
while end their m»ney for that 
which is nt bread; & take vp 
| Withglaſs b:ads,initead of that 
pear! of price I condemn their 
defires as unjuſt, not becauſe 


E 4 they 
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they are without prudence:No 


Matter though rhey be *unſe- 


1iable, if they were not bl:nd, 

and fix*d on objefts too fcan- 
ty and difproportion'd. God, 
as he is the only Principle of 
Being, ſo he is the only Fonn* 
rain of contents 1 will there- 
fore defiſt from all vain, ama-- 
zed, 'and unſucceſsful purſuits 
of it, ' within the bounds 'of 
fioite things where it is nor to 
be found, and rrocure a Pa- 
tent of it from him who hath 
reſerved the. Mcrypoly of it to 
aimſelf ./ :,. - 21; 
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XXXIV, 


W 
OW. ſays of Ttaly,. that 
chough in it there be a. 


great many $ ax#Guaries to pro. 
voke and ftir up- to Prayer, 
yet the peoole; thereot have 
little or no devotion: And in 
this reſpe& he compares its 
condition to that of Bells, 
which call men to Service and 
never. enter into-.the; Ubnrch 
themſelves. Many there are 
who can :each othersto know 
and praQiſe.that,whichchem- 
ſelves have learn'd to. know 
onely not to pradije : (Like 
Scheubeliys, that great, Mathe» 
maticign, but by Book onely, 
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not by praXice;who being res 

quired once in an Army to 
make vſe of his Puadrant , 

knew not the difference be- 

tween umbra reda, and umbra 
verſa :) Whoſe lives and Do- 
Arines are ſo little relatzve, 
that they are a downright c5- 
tradifion to each other. Their 
precepts are adireRoryfor the 
way tO heaven,but their exams 
plesif follow'd, would lead to 
bell. They never ruminated on 
that prudet advice of wile So- 
lomon, If thou be wiſe,be wiſe for 
thy ſelf, carrying their wiſdom 
as Birds do meat to their 
young,not in their breafts,but 
In their Beaks : Like the holy 
Paremia{l's flauderer, though 
they ſpeak wel,yct there are fes 
ven ahominations in their heart: 


Ar 7 
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| Atthe beſt they are but Fools | 
} that have learn'dito be wiſe by 
rote only, zot-for themſelves,and 
their Clergy will ſcarcely fave 
theat the tribunal of the [Judge 
of all leſh,who hath no other 
| peculiar reſpe& for him that 
knows his. wil & doth it not, but 
a greater number of ftripes to 
reward his learned folly, Suck 
what they teach is good war- 
| rant-for our praRtiſe,but what. 


; 

i | they doe is unfaſe preſident for 
- | usto live by, becauſe they ſay 
r | and doen Whergl meet this 
n | unbappy conjunGion of a bad 
r | lifeand goo doarive (a Light 
© | ſining but nog burning ) the 
y | one may, excitgin me indignas 
h | tion & pity, but the other on- 
e {ly mertts my pradiſe (though 
weare:all moreapt toiread in 
7 the fqotiteps of Example then 


Pres 
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| Precept, (o. Apiſh is' our na- 


ture) what he' ſaith well be- 
longs to all, but what he doth 
il ſhould be left onely to its 
Author as his crime; not fol- 
lowed by'others as their rule; 


XXNV, 


, 


oe our Laws make ſo. 


great a difference be- 
tween an elder and yonger 
Brother, that the elder. hath 
affign'd to him the main: bulk 
of the eftate; yet it duth notſo 


intrely go. into his propriety, | 


but that the Father chargeth 
it with requiſite proviſions for 
the younger:' The meaſure 
whereoſjf 


L 
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nately limited;the greater en- 
gagement his Fathers' confi- 
dence in him, lays-on himnot 
to fruftrate it by a'too contra- 
&ed & narrow diſpenſing.God 
who is the common Father 'of 
all, never fo far either gratifi- 
ed the lufts,or diffegarded the 
indigencies of 'men j+a£by'/a 
large affluence to'defign* an 
indulgence to the'excels ;andl 
tuxuries of ſome, and in! the 


mean while no way to provide 


for ſupply of the weceſſary 
wants of others ; No, he hath 
given an abundance. to the 


_ rich, upon this Proveſo;thar the 


poor is to have his dole our of 
it : God hath plac'd them in 
the miidit of ſuch Affluence, 
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are in their poſſeſion, are nol 
\meerly-& intixely their own, 
thought they, have the diſpen- 
fing power given them : And 
according to their receipts,ſo 
muſt-be their disburſemen:s,if 
they expe; joy and reward 
the | lack great Auditing of 
their - Accounts.; They are 
Gods Almoners, and muſt.re- 
lieye the poor out of their ſur 
plaſage. Though Gods hand of 


| Providence doth: not deal our 


to-the indigent their portion 
immediately, yet he hath gi- 
ven arighttobe fupplyed out 
of t helargeſſes of the others, 
And:the Scriptares! filence in 
a pundtual limicing the-propor 
tion .of our charity, and as it 
were truſting it to our hands, 
thould the more- engage us, 

| not 
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not creacherov(ly to deceive 
that truſt by ſcanty allotments; 
Foraſmuch as thereby we not 
only detain the Rights of the 
Poor, and turn their Lot into 
Inſtruments of ſupply of our 
pomp. excels or cavetouſneſs; 
and ſo fin again them ; bur 
alſo againſt God, in the un. 
faithfnl management of that 
Truſt wherewith he engageth 
us to take care for a ſupply 
of that part of his Family 
which is bare and needy, 


XXXVI, 


r Find it to be more hard'to 
i combate Pleaſure then grief, 
and that I am more cafily my 


i ee, ee Een 


| The Spiritual Bee, 


234 _ 


led by the infinuating and vis 


&orious nature of that, then 


\ overthrown. by the open and 


harſh violence of this:For griet 
where it makes its onſet, can'c 


hold any intelligence within 


me to facilitate a ſurpriſal,but 
Pleafure. hath a treacherous 
party in my boſom that have 
ſecret compliances with her, 
a thouſand Paſſions that favor 
her admirtance,and by all en- 
deavors ſeek to fruſtrate my 
reſiftance : The (ul barrica- 


does it ſelf againft grief,and by 
all wards ſeeks ro keep off 


the tury of it- aſſaults, but to 
pleaſure it lies oven & naked, 
and upon laying fiege or re- 
trenchment, it ſoon hearkens 
to the ſummons; it admits of 
Parlies, Truces, Correfponden- 
. Cres, 
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\*6ies "and Complyances here; 
| whereas in the other war, it 


fghts it one to the laſt. with- 
out quarter; that is like the 
ftcife between the Torrent & 
the Dam, always firugling to 
force ane another, but this 
is like that, between JYind & 
Tiae, which ſometimes ſtrive, 
fometimes come about & are 
both of a hide. Fhe will keeps 
its forces firmly united , and 
cloſely conioyn'd, when ſhe 
enters the liſts with that 3 but 
when pleaſure is to be refſtzd, 
they are divided & diflipated, 
and not eafily rallyed. Fhe 
ſouls reſolotion- will not be 
born down by force, but it 


gently ſurrenders to the de- 


light that would corrupt it : It 


ſoon comes.to-a Treaty here, 
| but 
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but 'the ftormings of grief it 


firmly o2poſeth. Therefore | 
wil adventare to pronounce 
it, though it be a bold Aphos 
* riſm, That it ix more eafie to-live 
032 the dunghil of Jab with pa« 
ticnce, thenin the mid/t of So- 


fomon's great affluence & ſoft 
contents with moderatia: Thoſe 


paths waſh'd with butter(as the 
Scripture. phraſeth ic) muſt 
needs be more ſlippery and 
743k, then the way that hath 
blocks and croſſes in it, or that 
is ftrewed with the ſalt of aft;» 
(Hon, | ); 6 

- Surely if we go out upon 
an Inqueſt, and retrive the ex- 
amples of thoſe who have 
mark:d the ways that lead 1o 
deftrugion with their blood, 
we may return. with that in 
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our mouths. Adverſiry bath 
ſlain her thouſands,burt proſpe - 


talked of the Spaniſh Navy, 
was anſwer'd, Sir, The people is 
more afraid of the Spaniſh 


 [match, then of the Spaniſh Puw- 


der,-  ] more fear Satans kind 
offers and courting addreſſes, 
then his boftile attempts. 


XXXVII 


T may be obſery'd,that our 
| Savior ſomtimes where the 
beams of bis Deity have broken 
forth,doth ſtraight cafta cloud. 

QVEL 


rity her ten thouſands. King D. Balcang 
Fames once asking a Gentle-lerter from 
man of nore, what the people > ?!*+ 
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\ over ther, & ſhut-up his great 


and Divine miracles with, See 


you tell uo man: He will: not 


permit his glory to appear in 
Irs fall and uaalloy'd loftre;but 
draws a Curtain upon it. How 
far different fron this is the 
Spirit of many we meet with, 
whoſe only defire is,that they 
may 4azle the eyes of others 
with their ſplexdor;who would 
have all they do taken notice 
of and ſet on Record, and e- 
ſteem that treafure to be as 
good as not poſſeſs'd and en- 
joy*d which is unukaown: That 
look on a vertuous modeſty 
only as a fine innocent qualifi 
cation, ſerving alittle to com- 
mend and ſet off a man under 
the defeZ of more real merits: 
They deſire always to be on 


the | 
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part that may procure them 
ſome renowned Title:: Glory is 
the Center to which all their 
ations are direQed, and they 
ca.e not how crooked the lines 
they draw, and pathes they 
proceedin are,fo they all con- 
center in this, Their great aim 
is tO gain. Admirationz and 
that 1 may ſo far gratifie the, 
I will wonder at them, bur it 
ſhall be onely becauſe of the 


mor.; it. were a wrong to our 


[ſelves to envy them, becauſe 


they are indeed below deſers 
ving it; or to pity them, be- 
cauſe they thirk themſelves 


above meriting it. In truth, 


: [they are but the wonder of 
fools, and the fools of wile 
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folly and vanity .of their hu-_ 
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men, Chriſtian modeſty tea»! C 
cheth a prudent man, not to |'8 
expoſe himſelf to the greateft | t 
advantage of view nor to live (f 
at the higheft rate of his va+| 1] 
lie: Some talents are beſt im-| v 
proved whe laid up: And ſo-| v 
lid and true cfteem & reputas | t 
tion, grows the more by being | v 
ſuppreſſed. Many a rich mine is| p 
encloſed in the entrails of theu 
earth, and many a fair Pearl| ti 
ties in the Seas womb which | t] 
never came to view, or ſhall © 
COME, / | t! 
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2 57 who indulge them- Je 
© (eres the divertitement ['/ 


of 


2a-| of reading Komantick flories 


N- 
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| b fables, do experience, that 
though they know all co be 
falſe and 6&iious, yet many 
times they can't hold from has 
ving as violent paflions; as if it 


| were true; and as if they ſaw 


that really before their eyes, 
which they are- (ore is but 
painted : Sometimes they are 
under a tranſport of joy, ſome- 
times of ſorrow, as it-pleaſeth 


the Romuncer 'totell his tory 


of good or anhappy fortune: 
they are'in fears when extre- 
mity of danger'isrepreſented, 
and in hopes when a good ifſue 
of the matter (6ems to open 
it ſelf,and that with as lively a 


earneſt interefſed in the affair: 


ſean as f they were in good ' 


& 


. 


nd thovets Rillthey can re- 
(En go nr 4 
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| fle&tanall as the dreams and. 
fancies: of another man, yet 
when they/find theinſelyes fo 
truly afflifted, they are ready 
tothink'them. their own pro- 
per cocernments. This plainly 
evidenceth what vaingrratio- 
2al things our Paſſions for the 
moſt partare« How eager and 


vehement they may be in the ; 


purſuit of- that which is as 
empty as ſhadows and dreams: 
And it would be a goad leffon 
from:this Experience,to learn 
how lile'weare to rry/s their 
Impoſtures, and the repreſen- 
tations of our, deceitfol Fan» 
cies there, where the matter 
is of a more concerning and 
- weighty nature : ,It being an 
approv'd Ryle-in Prudence,ze- 
ver to-tru{t thoſe; extirely, who 
Jorit - have 


OE 
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have deceivd us , though but 
oxce. How great folly is it in 
us, to permit our felves to the 
hurcy of theſe blind & hood- 
winkt,yet impetuons guides? In 
this inſtance likewiſe, methinks 
we have an infight into the mi- 
(ery & unhappineſs of our na- 
tures, what a ſtrange & ſecrec 
| violence ſenſe exerciſeth over 
reaſon; what a ' tyranical 
power paſſion uſurpeth in the | 
ou]:How extreamlycontagions 
the neighborhood of the infe= 
riour faculty,the imagination, 
is to the higher & more ref#- 
ed the underſtanding part of 
the ſoul : Certainly, there is 
In man more of the earth, out 
of wch he was taken & framed, 
then 'of that living Spirit 
web was breath'd into his #0« 
fb F Frils : 
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ſtrils; There's more. body 
then ſoul in this proud crea= 
ture, which thinks himſelt 
created to have dominion os 
yerall others, 


\ Aint Paul, when he. was 
Sg breathing out threatnings 
.& committing Murtbers in the 
bigh road-way to damnation, 


was met by God, & by a ſud- 


dain arreſt 1ade ſtand, thrown 
off his horſe, and forced to 
ſurrender up his heart, Some? 


times God ſets a ſtop to a fin- 


ner in his hotteſt cariere, whe 
heis (like that Son of Niſhi) 
driving furiouſly, and. breaks 

6 his 


( 


'D = #7 a oo oc. a.m... 


*þ (AAs 16.) anointing thoſe. 
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no 


his courfe on a ſuddain while 
in his full ſpeed: His proceed- 
ings in this work are not al- 
ways gradual and leifurely,but 

he delights ſometi»es by a .> 
ſpeedy reſcue to recover thoſe 
entirely that were deeply ſunk 
into the jaws of Hell ; and by 

a mighty (urprize to bring 
them on their knees to beg 
for peace, whoſe hearts are 
full of rage & war againſt Him 
and his Laws, (o that the ſud» 
denneſs of the work may ſeem 

to anticipate all previous 
promptnels, diſpoſitions, and 
inclinations to good. How 
ſoon do we finde the Failour 


wounds which a little before 
his own ſcourge. had inflided 
on the Apoſtles; And that pro« 
=" WP; ling 
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ling extorting Publican Zac- 
cheus from a grinder of the 
faces of the poor, is on a ſud» 
dain becowe a charitable re- 
fjrefeer.of their bowels. 

: 
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Leen Elizaheth, before 
(he came to her crown, 
being kept in reſtraint as a 


' Priſoner, hapned ta hear a 


{imple Milkmaid fing chear- 
fully in the field, while her ſelf 
was more enclined to adder 
Aires of fighing, then finging 3 


which occaſioned her to lay, . 


that that poor maid was happier 
ther ber ſelf. Peace & freedom 
of heart, and contentment, is 

Ws more 
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More often to be found in a 
cottage, then under a high 8& 
magnificent roof : The great- 
elt outward fplender and 
pomp: cannot- ſecure” againſt 
misfortune, or give one nights 
{ſleep (though it doe diſturb 


many) or fatisfie any appetite 


of-reaſon or nature, or religis; 


all wch,-.the meaneſRt fortunes 


may afford, Worldly glory 
pa grandeur onely Ah. 
pollible for a man to be made 
more profoundly & extream- 
ly miſerable : It is the unhap- 
py Priviledge of being advan: 
ced toa great height, that it 
makes a: man lyable to a 


| greater & more ſadiy calami- 


tous fall (As the Shell-fſh is 
carryed up by the Eagle high 
into the air, only that he way 

+ 1 be. 
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be the more ſurely broken .in | 


the cafting down.) A great 
condition is expoſed to great 
crofles and misfortunes ; but 
rags, and a mean fortune, can 
have but ſmall ones however; 
itis certain, that greatneſs of 
fate is but a great vanity, -and 
high fortune is nothing but 
danger, trouble and 'tempta- 
tion. ' I would rather chooſe a 


Mediocrity then the: higheſt 


condition : There I am high 

enough where l can beſt ſtand 

upright, & where my fall can 

be leſt miſerable & dangerous, 
Fata ſi liceat 'mihz | 
Fingere arbitrio mes, 
Temperem Zephyro levi 
Vela, ne preſſe gravi 
Spiritu antenne tremit,oc, 

Sen. Qed, AR. 4.. 
XI.l. 
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XL. 


Tis fioryed of Primiſlans, 

firſt King of Bohemia, that 
being rais'd from a very mean 
birth to that top of dignity,he 
always kept his country ſhoos 
by him, ro miride him from 
whence he took his riſe to that 
advancement, and prevent 
pride and infolence. And we 
know Agathocles would always 
have his table furniſhed with 


.carchen veſlels,in memory of 


his being raiſed trom a Potter 
to be King of Sicily.Methinks. 
every man carrys that about 
with him; that might temper 
and allay his pride and vanity 

F 4 were 
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were his advancement never 
ſa high, either in external 
things, honor and riches, or 
internal endowments, gifts & 
accompliihments of minde 
were he- no- ftranger to that 
great and neceffary. work of 
ſelf-refleAion;for let him-con? 
fider his ExtraGion, his ſoul 
was drawn out of aothiag.,and 
his body: formed out of the 
{lime of the ground, a clod of 
earth kneaded into humane 
ſhape.: If he would think on 
his relations, corruption is his 
father, and the worm his, mo- 
ther and fifter, (Fob 17; 14) 
Surely tha; man muſt needs 
forget his riſe & alliances,that 
entertains pride and vain glo- 
Ty 4 and he need onely.-ftudy 
and minde himfelf to learn to 
þe humble, XL.II, 
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XL. 


*T hath been a matter ofno 

$ (mal debate where Paradiſe 
was fituated 3 ſome placing ir 
beyond an immenſe Ocean, o- 
thers by an extravagant fancy 
have made a room for it near 
the Moors Orbe , ſome in the 
third region of the aire. others 
haue ſer it under the AXquis 
00iol , moſt in or about Me- 
ſopotamiaz But the enquiry is 
as fruitleſs as it is curious; and 

the certaineſt determination 

we have of it,is that which pla- 
ceth it in Terra incognita , Þ 
mean out. of che Sphear of our 

knowledge. All the paradiſe 

= F 5 that. 
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_ that now the Scripture ſpeaks 
of, is that third heaven into. | 


which S. Paul was rapt. ] will 
not employ my ſelf to ſeek 


where that Paradiſe was wet - 


wc loft, while I know where 
that is which } wuft buſie my 
lf tofeck, Our fin ſet the 
guard of the Cherabins and 
flaming ſword at the entrance 
of that, and hath fince ſpoiled 
and defaced its glory ; our Sas 
viour hath opened a free paſ- 
fage to this,and hath prepared 
it for a reenftatement of us in 


happineſs; and this which our - 


ſecond Adam hath purchaſed, 
doth in as great a portion ſurs 
pals that which the firſt 4dam 
\ oft; as the higheſt heavens do 
excel the beautifulleſt and ri- 
cheft earth: For that Paradiſe 
Was 


+ WW 53 Yw Www 4% wp VT3:x mW aw gy” » a T5 am \ a WA PW. 
Bo 


The Opiritual Bee. 


was bur as a tranfient repre- 
ſentation & type, ſhadowing 
forth the much more exceed: 
ing and abiding glory of this 
our heaven, 


XL. 


"T 1s obſervable in what ma» 
--ner the contention between 
Abraham's herd{men & Lot s, 
is related Gen:1 3.7. and there 
was a firife between Abrahams 


'| herdſmen and the herdſmen of 


Lots cattel-(and immediately 
follows in a ftrange ſeeming 
dependance ar firft bluſh) ax& 
the 'C ananite & Perezite dwels 
l:d inthe laud : Which ſurely 
the ſpirit of God inſerted as no 

=. =. (mall 


5 
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| finall aggravation of the unſea- 
fonableneſs of the ſtrife, that 
they ſhould fall out and:quar- 
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rel while the Heathens lived 
ſo near them, & were looking 
on,and fo expoſe their Relig, 


onto contempt and reproach. 


How great an aggravation 


have our difſentions and diffe- 


rences receiv'diromthe neigh. 
borhood of thoſe that are ad: 


yerſaries to the Truth, who. 


have delighted themſelves to 
look on,& ſee our ſcufftes,and 
have clapt their hands at the 
fport, ſaying,. Aha, ſo would we 
have it; from hence alfo,raking 
9ccafion to reproach & vilite 
our Religion;AsS.Paulfays of 
ſpeaking withifeveral tongnes, 


Would nos be that \comes in. ſay 
3 Cor, 141 J0# are mad.? So when thole | 


ear 


- 
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thatare without hear of ſo 
many difſenfions and brawles 
| fach-jangling opinions among 
us , will they not think us mad? 
They wil not cafily be induced 

to believe there is a Church or 
Temple of God building,where 
there is ſuch a noiſe & clatter 
of knocking of hammers &iron 


Rd — w 
_ * 


inſtrments. Surely Sion can as 
ill be built with: diſcord: of 
Hearts asBabel could with. diſs 
cord of tongues.God is not woxt 
co be in the whirlewind of di- 
ſcentions & uproars but in the 
ftall voice; And that Heavenly 
Dove the H.. Ghoſt, like the 
Hatcyon builds h is neft only in 
a calm.Though the garment of 
the Kings daughter theThurch 
be of divers colours, though 
there be variety of gifts,yet it; 
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' ſhould belike Chrifts garment 


withont ſeam; in veſte varietas 
fit,ſciſſura non ſit.Lines the nea? 
rer they approach-ro the Cen: 
ter,thenearertheycometo one 
another; & thoſe afe ar great- 
eſt diftancefrom God;who are 


furtheſt-off from one another 


in uncharitable differences. 
But have the Canaanite & 
the Perezzite -been meerly 
lookers-on, or have they not 
had an other intereſt in the 


ftrife, by ftrong'& ſecret influ+ 


ences cauſing and fomenting: 
differences '8& comentians;and 


kindling ſparks into a flame ?- 


Surely the hand of Foab hath 
been in all this matter: To this 


ſower of tares we are in great. 


part to impute the ftirs-and 


diſturbances which new Dz: 


ſciplines, 
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| ſciplines, new Dofrines, Sefs 
and Schiſms bave raiſed among 
us : Who hath been diligent 
in. improving that rule in the 
Machiavelian Politicks, Divide | 
& impera, making diviſions & | 
diſuniting, that he may bring 
the broken parties more eaſi- 
Iy under his own Maſtery, 


Let the words of my mouth, 
and the meditations of my heart 
be acceptable in thy fight, O 
Lord, my: ſirength anjd Re- 
deemer, Plal. 19« / 
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DIILILAAALALIELE, 
READER, BE 
"F Hat the remiarning pages might z0t 


be left vacant and naked, I have 
incerted « Poeme, which 1 rntreat 
thee to recerwe with the ſame. Candour, 
with which I defire thouw' would(t ac- 
cept the ret, b 


amour. 
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THE SOULS VALEDI- 
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ETiSuuiey Tyw eis 72 evaauom, 1 defire 
to be diſſolved, Phil. 1. 23. 


Ome Death, and antidate thy bl-w3 
Why are thy Charriot wheels (o flow 2 
Is Time grown ſlugge? Or haſt no dart 
To ſmite through ſuch a willing heart ? 
Oh ! char ſome kind and wiſh'd diſeaſe 
| Would haſt my unexpir'd releaſe ; 
That. 


That Apues ſhabings, Cholick's wind - 

And Dropſy's water were cowbin'd 

To make this claicy Corre to fall, 

And florme its too well remper'd wall; 

Or that a Feaver's firewould burn 

And turn't to aſhes for' my Urn, 
What's Life ? a ſpan of :ovght but trouble 

| Leſs, like irs Hierogliphich Bubble, 

Ta frailty then in emprineis 

Irs real 1lls have no redreſs 

But by the ſhadows of falſe Joies, 

| Tt's Goods excecded by alloyes 

O much more nnmerous miſery 3 

Nor doth'tin Aquinodta! lye 

{ Of night of Grief and day of Pleaſure 5 

| It drinks in Sorrow in large mealure, 

But taftes of Joy; it g/eanes of this, 

{ Of thar its ferrile Harveſt is. 

| Now Hope deceives, then double Doubt 

. And taſer fear do juſtle'r ont 5 - 

Now griefs diſturb, and cares divide, 

| Now paſſions blind, and errors guide. 

| Had my life by Methuſ-iems fate 

' Fen Ages thrown into one dates 

| My ſorrows would renew, till death, 

* As ofc as I renew my breath. 
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I'me weary of the World, and can 
| Not relliſh more its husks and bran. 
How doth this grand Impoſter chear 
Blinde mortals, giving ſtones for meat, 

| Scorpions in lieu of Fiſh, and Arre 
Inftead of food, Chameleons fare ! 

How doth ſhe traſh obrrude for treaſure, 
For true delight counterfeit pleaſure! 


She makes her baſtard-Bullion price * 


To barter for rich Mefchandile, 

( As fooliſh Indians are decciv'd 
For Beads-to be of Gold berev'd. ) 
Go, rifle her Exchange, and there 
Thov'lt finde but roies and rrifling ware : 
Ranſack her Chequer, and thou'lr ſee 
Droſs and adulterate coins there be. 

The tempting fruit fowre reliſh leaves, 
And at the rotten Core deceives : 

The faireſt Apples thou canft cull, 
Vaniſh to cinders if rhou pull. 
Every Grain of Gold hath Clay 

Mixt wither, and pounds of baſe allays 
What poiſon and what mortal iJls 
Men ſwallow under gilded Pills 2 
Vain pleaſures do but fo content 
Our feaveriſh minds, as to torment, 
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The move, improving hot deſire” 
To a more feryent ravenons fire; 
Az waters in a HeFJigue pleaſe 
Greedily ſwallow'd with falſe caſe, 
But the deceit of that relief pr 
Is follow'd with a redoubled grief. 
Blith mirch, and unRuous delights, 
Daies ſpent in jollity, and nights 
In downy ſoft-repoles be 
' Sirenian baites, and vanity 
That fair and flattering Gloſs doth borrow 
Specious and complemental ſorrow. 
When will my thread of life be ſpun ? 
Tune ſhake thy Glaſs, thy ſands don't ren 5 
The wings of Hours unpinion'd are 
Elſe ſore they?d move more ſwift by. far. 
Oh that I might find heavens cares 
Not proof to th* Khetorick of my. tears 2 
That *ewonld no longer me deny 
The eafre priviledge to dy: ! 
Athouſand drags and nets are caft, 
And Stratagems and Engines plac't,. 
To circumvent poor mortals way, 
Who, had hell no Arts to betray, 
No flcights or force, too pronely do, 
By inwaid-promprneſs Death purſue. "IR 
[Nat 


What creachery, what trips and ſnares 
| The world hides in her (miles or tears! 
Da charming losks ſmooth up her face ? 
She would bur kill by an embrace 3 

| Or if the Crocodile do weep, 

Purpoſc of 'Death the ftill-doth-Keeps 
-How ofec by kinde and fond addrels, 

By gloſing words and fair earc(s, 

Hath ſhe attempted me, and I 

Alas ! too ofcen did comply. 

My eaſe foul too ofc did yield | 
Her ſoveraign conquering look, the ficld 3 
But ſoon I found that I was led, 

; |-By fair ſpeech to a Bankrupt bed. 

Her ſtrong Proteſts of Pleaſores great, 
Rais'd hopes but tio a ſad defeat. 

The Haney (I rememher'c well ) 

Had in'ca tafte of Death and Hell ; 
And every traiterovs kiſs bred fmart, | 
Masking @ ſword aim'd at the heart, 

All her (weers had bitter cloſes, 
Thovſand of thorns did gvard her Roſes, 
Her Gems were flaring glaſs I found, 
When view d in a full light all ronnd, 
Oh that-my Leaſes date were here 
Deceimin'd, and that ſlight debs were 


- To nature paid !. this Tenements woe 
My 7amate ſoul would fain forgoe, 
Tis a {mall[:boon, an eafic ſir, 

No great alms, Oh that heav'n would do't!) 
Alas! how ]me divided here, 
Amphibious, *twixt.hope and fear! 
Now hopes do raiſe, and joys tide i in 5 
Then fears dejed, and griefs begin. 
Now faith ablolves, :and love inflames, 
Then guilt condemns, and folly ſhames. 

Now heaven ſhines, and clear light guides 

Then ercors darken, doubt divides, 

| Alas! my aJions all are fiain'd 

| By fleſh, and ever y word profan'd 

By finful and corrupted breath, 

| And every thought doth merit death, 

| How ofc my lab 'ring mind would dart 

| Deſires to heaven from my heart; 

Bur heavy clogs do drag ir back, 

And make irs ftrong endeavours ſlack. 

|  Oft have I ſpread my ready wing 

( As Larks when going co foar and ſing) 

| And thoughr to-mount 4 pitch as fair 

| Asever towring Hawk i "| air 5 | 

| But flefſh-'s leaſh and rireſome weight, 

| Dug check and ſoon reſtrain wy flight. £ 

ow 


| 
j - 
| 
| 


at 
— 


How wavering and unconſtant is 
My heart ; how apt to leave irs bliſs 
In wild perſuits ! how apt to change! 
How often doth the vagabend range | 
Maugre the fetters and the tyes, 
Of all my vows, my watchful eyes, 
The diſcipline of my ſtri& care . 
"Tis often gone ere I'me aware. ,..._ 
At the bright flame of golden Traſh, 
At Honours every glittering flaſh, 
Ar Pleaſures wanton fires, my mind 
Too ready to diflolye.I-find 5 
And melting like to caſic wax, . 
To break reſolves, as threads of flax. 
Theſe ills that are vpon my breath 
Enrail'd, nought can edt off but Death 
Oh that **wovld charitably ſmire . 
T his breaſt that ope's ſo fair a white ! 
Would the ſalt humour of mine eyes 
(Like Aquafortis ) break the tyes 
And chains that ſhackle me, I'de vye} _ 
Floods with che boundleſs Sea, and dye. 
Oh 1 might I have ſo full a ſighr 
Of Heaven, as by ſtrong rapture might 
Opprefs my weak mortality, 
And firetch my heart-ftrings, till that I 


—__ 
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Do. 


* Doſcel them break a paſſage free, 
Far my glad ſoul, unlink'd to flee 
* On flaming charriot of Deſire! 
Oh! I'de rejoyce thus to expire, 
And in thele beams my death to find, 
. To cinders, Ph#nix like calcin'd. 

Or that by large and laviſh grief, 
While woing heaven for deaths - 
In filenr cears ( rears withour noife 
; Are louder languag'd then a voice_) 
My heart mighc quite diſſolve and melt, 
- Tillin che (welling ftream I felt 
My ſoul ro make its vent, andily- = j 
* Waſted to Heaven in one great Sigh, 


